(No Badge Authorised)

No. 640 Squadron was formed at Leconfield, Yorksh

on 7th January 1946 s o heavy-bomber unit from "C"
Flight of No. 158 Squadron. Equipped with llalifaxes,
e Squadron Flew its first two missi from Lissett -
nt

Ho. 158 Squndron’s base - but flew all subsequ

wissions from Leconfield. In all, between January 1944
vnd April 1945, it dropped 8,482 tons of bombs.
During the same period 10 won the No.4 Group Bombing

Cap (o trophy competed for by No.4 Group's Squadrons

cach month) wo less than five Limes - a record unequalled
Wuriug any span of time, by any other Squadron in the
Group.  No.640 Squadron was disbanded ul Leconficld on

JUh May 1945 = cxactly 16 months after having formed.

Hatn Equipment (Code lotiers "CH")
Wand ey Page Walitax Clan. 1944 = May 1945)
cope BT (between dan 1944 - Mar. 1945)
BV (From Harch 1945 Lo May 1945)
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61O SQuADROM

Ho. 640 Squadron formed at Lecontield on 7th January 190k

€ FLight of No. 158 Squadron formnd the nucleus and aircrews of No. 466
(R.A-A-F.) Squadron were also posted to make up the Squadron strength.
Under the command of Wing, Commander D.J. Bayrs the Squadr

\ was oquipped
with Nalifax ILT aireraft.

The first operation of the Squadron took place on 20/21 January

shen eight airoraft were detailed for Barlin. Five aircraft succossfully

conpleted their misoion, the threa remsining sircraft rebuming farly.

The folloming night eloven aircraft abtacked Negdeburg and on 20/29 January

Derlin was again attacked.
Throughout February, Naroh, April, the Sguadron continued its

5 on Gornan industrinl targets such ao Leipsd

£, Gtubtgart,
Schweinfurt, Augaburg, Essen and Frankfurt.

Towards the end of April
o in May the Squadron joined in attacks on flying bomb launchin, sites

and on the gun emplacementa and communication eystems in Northern France.

This was part of the genoral 'softening up' process prior.to b Day.
0n 1/15 June the Squadron attacked Evrecy wiioh was the
lleadquarters of the Twelfth Panser Division and 1t mas subsequently lea

that @ German General was killed in the attack. On 22 June the first
AnyLight attack mas made by the Squadron when fifteen airoraft attacked
Siracourt.

Re-equipped with a new typo Halifax in July tho orews were brought
up to operational atandard wirilst operabions contimued with Halifax 11X
niroraft. August say, thp, firat major attack by aroraft of the Squadron
on a target in daylight/Ruhr. This was completed on 27 August without loso
to the whole Group. The Squadron operated five times in support of Army
operations in Northern Franoe and flying bomb installations more attacked
on ten ocenalons. The eneay airfield at Eindhoven was attackid during the
month and 160 craters were 1eft on the main runvays.

Daylight operations contimued in Septoabor witlol wlao san the
introduction of formation flying. The first targot to bo attacked by
Syundron in formation was doulogne sur Ner on 17 September and was a
completo aucoess. Operations against various targots contimued tiroughout
the year and many training trips mere undertaken. Hy the end of the year
the Squadron had made 1070 sorties entailing nearly 9000 [lying hours and
over 6600 tona of bomba more droppod.

1n February aeveral lony diatance sorties into Germany wore made,
one in particular ngatnst Chemnitz on 1h/15 Fobruary when saventeen alreralh

aneceaafully attacked the target. March again saw the record for the
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number of operational and training hours broken, and the squadron began

converting to Halifax VI. Attacks during April were made by night on Harbourg

ania, Hamburg, Nuremburg and by day on the istand of Heligoland. The last

Rhe
operation by the squadron took place on the 25 April when eighteen aircraft
made o daylight atlack on Wangerooge. All mircraft attacked the target and
relurned safely. With May came the news that as 4 Group was transferred to
Transport Comand No. 640 Squadron, as one of Lhe youngest squadron, would
disband with effect 7 May 1945.

The squadron total of bombs dropped in 1945 amounted to 1,851 tons,

making a grand totajsince formation of 8,482 tons

Commanding Officers.
7.1.46  Wg. Cdr. D.J. Eayrs.
20.4.44. Wg. Cdr.\. Carter, D.F.C.
4.6.46  Wg. Cdr. M.T. Maw
14.8.44 Wg. Cdr. J.M. Viney, D.F.C.

22.1.45. Wg. Cdr. E.C. Badcoe, D.F.C
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INL 640 SUUADRON ASSOCIATIUN.

PRESIDLNL. Geoup Coplain R.I1LWalerhouse (RLd.) C.B.E., D.F.
Sidver Star (U.5.A.)

0do é)/[zmz/l:an

WANDLEY PAGE HALLFAX BVIL

of 640 Squadron (Homber Comand) .

fhe Ml ifa was Uhe second of Britain's four engined Bonbers to enter tervico
wilh Ue Royal Air Foree in the Second World War.Externally very similar Lo Lo
fark 111, the Hark VI mounted 1003 h.p. Hercules 100 engines, had odditionl
fuel Lankage for extended range,” and incorporaled a pressurised fuel syalom
wilh apecial carburettor (illers for tropical operalion. The 640 Squndron
operated dn the B 111 Trom Jan. 1944 unbil Har.1945 and then the B VI's from
Tl 1965 Loty 1945, e above is from o pencil skelch by Brisn Gaunt which

b has presented Lo Uie s ocintion with his complinenls.
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