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My initial training , a three year apprenticeship , at Royal Air Force Halton , was essentially
directed towards aircraft electrical installations. A fourth ‘improver * year at RAF St. Athan
involved 3rd & 4th line servicing of electrical equipment & components. After a spell on Link
franervacuum motos | wss moved 1o AERS . which | think was ArcratElctca Repw
Squadron. | subsequently worked on aircraft until 1952 although on becoming a Cor
Tochnican n 1851  had become a Ground Elecifician.From 1652 ur 1957, by thn o
RAF Honington, | was employed on 1st. 2nd, & 3rd line servicing of Mechanical Transport,
Marine Craft, Airfield Equipment & general Ground Equipment, including D4 Link Trainers.

Havlng Volunteered for duties on Synthetic Trainers ( Nearing my service exit date at 12

rs | needed a jobto go to in civvy street) | then spent two years in Civilian digs in Craw-

16y (st Wendy Tairum's house) with Mesers Rodion  Afe a3 monh comprobansive
course on analogue simulation principles, theory of fight & associated subjects, we spent a
further 3 months studying the Javelin Fiight simulator, s circuitry , computation processes,
‘components & equipment . In fact writing the training / Service manual for the machine.

The next 18 months were spent ‘on the shop floor’ actively engaged in Test & Calibration
With another RAF technician , one simulator was taken from a part wired, assembled shell
to a *flying entity’

At the end of this fascinating period | was attached to Fighter Command Headquarters at
Bentley Priory . My work there was to prove an exciting & rewarding experience with staff of
Eng 5 ( with W/O Doug Lendy , Fit /Lt Brian Catlin & Sqn Ldr D.T.Brown ) . Much of my
work ( including making the coffee) involved research & investigation into Special Occur-
rence Reports & Technical Defect Reports. Later | had specific responsibilty & authority
S oo I e e s o il U ol (e e BT ST
Centres being built at Fighter Stations. An important aspect of the task was liaison with
buders, mancfactuers, & fitng pates & | was e e Lo
problems. Later, on &instrument

Sepects of the Lightning | became the assitant fo Sen Lar LT

My next period of employment was with the R.AF Education Branch . After an exellent 3
month course at RAF School of Education, at RAF Uxbridge on Teaching Techniques, Edu-
cational Psychology & associated studies | began an enjoyable 4 year tour teaching a vari-
ety of subjects associated with Physics & electrical technology, including Inertial Navigation ,
(which preceded Satellite Navigation)

‘Atthe end of this period of secondment | was employed on the design & manufacture of
Training Aids for a short time, ( my boss was FItLt Robin Cooper) , when | was selected to
instruct the new courses of Ground Electrical Craft Apprentices. The syllabus for which |
helped to write.

‘Three years later, in 1969 | commenced a 13 month tour in Bahrain. During this time Pat,
my wife spent 5 weeks with me there & | managed 5 weeks leave at home. The tour was fol-
lowed by 18 months with Tactical Communications Wing of 38 Group at RAF Benson. | voiun-
teered & was accepted into the Trade Standards & Testing organization . This initialy in-
e e S B NG b e e
tiple Choice Questions , setting & vetting of practical examinations & Trade Test tasks. Fi-
nally, at RAF Brampton, | wrote a range of Skill & Knowledge Specifications P
{rades. Reting from RAF i 1975
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Early Days
Born at 242 Bath Rd. Kemnng Lecge t en Autums touse on The Graen iy St o
La Started

ol 5t Sty Wit PatTafo whe e o maat 1 OVt Heatironswas s Bt
Who Ive i 2 b detached house on he comerof The Green, AL? 1 ransfere to Stk Counci

s time | made my first ‘model aeroplane from three logs. Recall Mum being in
tears after Mr. Chamberiain announced the war on Sept. 3rd . when | came in from the garden where
Lnad beonhelpng o dg - an A RaidSheler

orton
Sorngelc Oval Wiy i whch w ove s 1040 | wert s e St Contl Schol ploemd 1

the A'stream ,in which | stayed., | suspect from parenta design, rather than aptitude .  very much
enjoyed woodwork which we did on a Friday aftemoon & Gardening on another afteroon. With M-
Goldsmith | fist developed an nterest n things” organic' & indeed things chemical in general . Mr
Goldsmith made a significantimpact on me , which coloured the whole of my lfe.

Education & Qualifications
et s e o T TN nr ot vl o St
0 fust pas result my
iy oy M. Mol 2 2 cpBcalna o o 1044 Tl e S0 5 SR
£ for Halor

jed to pass out in March 1948. Most of us were
posted 1533 MU ot RAF 5. Al for ImBrove eaing (b |k moet of us i)
Under WO Tubby" Lockat passed the CCTS board o gan my AGH & soon (one o e istinthe
entry)to be promoted Acting Corporal . Subsequently | obtained Forces Preliminary Examinations in 5

sbjecs 8. GCSE s in English Language, Human Biology, & Electrics/ Electronics. One attempt at
French, el iame Long's superb efforts, was a faiure.

1951 1 atended a 10 week cours at RAF Stoke Heath on sleciro plating . Much lter | discovered
that all the notes we had taken long hand had been converted into Air Publication 880

1 did gain my Ordinary National Certiicate i electrics & passed the frst two years of the Higher Na-
Gonal ut e complet I | atended -3 Mo duior Education Offcers Gourss at RAF Uhdriige &
1 later obtained a City & Guilds Technical Teachers Certficate at Aylesbury College. As part of my mus-
tering as a Synthetic Trainer Fiter | followed a 12 month period of training/education at Redifon factory in

rawley. At RAF Upwood | atended a 3 weeks Senior Trade Management Course & a one week extra
mural course at Aston University on programmed Learning & Teaching Machines.

Royal Air Force Career
1945 — 1950 At RAF: St. Athan: Complels overhaul of - Lk l’rsmer’ ect motom uxx genera-
:ors fited to Lancaster) E! rd ) &

5850 1952 ALRAF Cranwel as ACH LAGAT st & 2nd ne servicing of Harvard & Prentice Pro-
moted substantive corporal. Given choice of air or ground specialism for promotion ? ‘advancement
to Corporal Technician. | chose the Ground option.

1952n — 1954 In Malta ; after a week on HMS Vengeance (a fight fleet carrier) on her way to Aus-
tralia for sale; in charge of deck party's chipping off rust from the fight deck with club hammers.
(muchto the distress of the sailors on the cable deck beneath). In charge of 3rd/ath line electrical
senicing of MT vehicles at 137 MU RAF Safi. With 3 civiian electricians Mr. J. Cuchceri. Andrew
Zarb & Tony Debattista. Who became ife long friends.
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John Tony mong i was an sbiy o fabricate
newwing \uoms o AEC . i . Stancars Vanga & evey e Colos rane. Wey oo
my e
et at 1351 HAA members number)
S (O P Lt Fma ) Where i 2 Amen; we hanli the decital aepacs of  High Speed
sl Two pinaced o i boat andars: T acon harevere the cccasionl Altome

s o e pocion W ket my 10 repting Oficer Lt Capl (Gapae Caple &
Dam Buster | believe ) why my promotion to Sergeant had been refused, replied * Frst you always
want a hair cut & second you'e never here". Can't argue with that | However Fit Lt Lindley (my 2nd

offcer said * If Id known you were near promotion I have given you a better assessment’

195455 Wintered for 3 months at RAF Rufforth , Yorks (commuting to Aylesbury by my old
Hillman Minx , with o heater, & a dodgy wiper) . In charge of a battery charging room of the GOMU
Recovery & Salvage Unit. This was an unpleasant period but | did join the chess club & helped them
win the only away match we played, in York. | stayed in a small wooden hut with a central stove , quite
the worst accommodation | experienced.

1955 —1957
RAF Cottesmore, Rutiand (an exchange pmnq hopefully closer to home) but for a few weeks only .|
had time snooker & blow u for
wo all moved to RAF Honingion where | s incharge of Bttery Charging rooms, Aied igring &
Link Trainers. During this time | qualfied as a Senior Technician & (also) subsequently accept
eSS Elperset DY Bl e oped e cms ey o Rome e Dol
i venture as th just one of the problems.

i paitg n me opan. O promoton o Sergean | g Kmmecatay slec o Mass Claer ues
(running the mess bar) For me ,  casual drinker  daunting task . A steep leaming curve resulted in a
Peasantorrght over the Chisimas period in which | managed 1 cove my dfinks  cgaretes & a
‘small proft with a complete bar stock check by the mess treasurer each morning

During this period a decision needed to be made on future career prospects as | approached the end of

r commitment . In the event | applied to sign on & was rejected. Volunteering for Synthetic

trainer duties | was informed I needed at least 3 years further service . & was accepted for an extension

957—195¢
Attached to Messrs Redifon ( Crawley) On a comprehensive course on the Gloucester Javelin
Flight Simulator followed by an extensive period of Test & Calibration duties at the factory . We
took one from a “part wired shell” on the factory floor to a * Flying Entity” with some support
from Redifon Staff. During this period | was remustered as E Fitt G ( Q ~Syn-JF) ( Qualified
Synthetic Trainer Fiter— Javelin Fi
1959 —1961 My Simulator was postponed to be modified into a mark 9 with reheat. & | ob-
tained an attachment to Fighter Command HQ in Eng 5 at Bentley Priory . Where my immedi-
ate boss was Flt Lt Brian Catlin & Eng . 5 was Sqn. Ldr. DT Brown. Here , apart from becoming
* the coffee boy® | was involved in Staff work on many aspects of electrical / Instrument Aircraft
Ground Equipment. This involved research investigation into Special Occurrence Reports
(Accidents) & fiaison with other departments, During this period | qualified as Chief Techni-
cian & was promoted, | believe | was responsible for the first use of X-rays for diagnosis of an
clocticalfaat n the Royal ArForce, AL s paint Non Destructe Testng wes i s nfancy
The switch fault causing * Runaway Tail Trim * in Hunters ( & | believe Canberras) was identi-
fied with 3 view x-rays of the offending switch by my Dentist | The manufacturer ‘Rotax” was
critcised. During this time | had specific individual responsibilty for the establishment of Elec-
ronic Servicing Centres in Fighter Command. They were uniquely developed separately from
hose already set up for Bomber Command , but Bomber Command instailation teams were
mployed.
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1959 — 1961 continued
e ki senn, e s el poyad siesien o pammant . deckcal
servicing benches & test equipment, Liaison with Builders & Manufacturers, & Fitting
s  Later t becaime necessaly 1 establi a offis exclusivel fo the slsctical/ metn.
ment aspects of the English Electric Lightning when | was appointed office assistant to
Sqn.Ldr John Grossman, when the Command started to equip With those aircraft which in-
corporated the developed OR 946 Project ( The advanced integrated weapons system.)
196] 969

As the preceding attachment was coming to an end | volunteered for secondment to the Edu-
cation Branch & was accepted as a Junior Education Officer. After a 3 month Instructional
Technique Course at RAF School of Education at Uxbridge | taught physics, mechanics &
Inertial Navigation & then , at Halton, Electrical Science to ONC standard to 3 year Aircraft

5. This later included setting & marking of ONC examination question papers. This
was followed ,on retumn to basic trade , by a short period designing & building Training Aids,
& then being appointed to take charge of a small group of civiian & service instructors in or-
der to develop & establish all aspects of preparation & implementation of a syllabus for the
first courses of Apprentice Ground Electrical Fitters.

1969 —1970

Selected for an unaccompanied tour at RAF Muharraq in Bahrain, Five weeks of which my
wife spent with me in Manama & five weeks | spent on leave in UK, effectively foreshorten-
ing what was , a pleasant 13 month “unaccompanied” tour. My compatriot George Stuart ,
Who became a WIO MT fitter ensured we always had “wheels' & | am sure ours was the
only SNCO's bunk with a thick white carpet, indeed the only one with a camet ! | briefly
rubbed shoulders with Sqn/Ldr John Grossman , with whom I had worked at Bentley Priory.
11was s 1 pervuade s Station Conmmindy 1o sk me 5 Buk  fncloring nddoe 22
rifle range , which became a well supported recreational facilty. One outstanding
whs o morming s cycing. o vorkl s & USA Globemastor ancng on the pan (1t had
Ianded the previous evening) with it’s battery just *hanging * on it's connecting cables, OUT-
SIDE the aircraft. | didn't report it as | was confident someone would natice it before it at-
tempted to taxifor take off | A lot of leisure time was spent Sailing as crew, Swimming (1
leamed to swim a length underwater) Shooting & helping George with his private motor re-
pairs. A luxury in the mess was Barracuda steak brought up from Salala by Ardet. (The Ar-
gosy Aircraft Detachment)

1970 —1972

On retuming to UK | was posted to 38 Group Signals at RAF Benson. Here | was in

harge of a small group of electricians , a part of a Tactical Communications Team
This involved the maintenance & servicing of a wide range of Electrical Ground
Equipment . At one point | was selected to accompany a fiekd team to RAF Goose
Bay to carry out field tests (in arctic conditions ), of our communications equipment
(in particular aerials ) . We found ourselves much better equipped for arctic condi-
tions than the aimen who were stationed there for a whole tour of dut

In an attempt to manipulate my career a litte | voluntsered for duties with the Cen-
tral Trade Test Board , which was set up at RAF Halton. | went to Swanton Moriey
for a selection interview & was accepted. My posting to RAF Halton was soon prom-
ulgated
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1 became part of the Trade Standards & Testing organization of the RAF, initially at
Halton & subsequently at RAF Brampton . The task included writing & assessing
celestons e Cholce Qllestin Lbtat (essertialy elecrical/ Seamnic
bias) & the production, setting & marking of tests for all ranks.......

o Arcraft Apprentice t.Chie Tachnician i the Ground Elscireal Filer rade.
Subsequently, as part of a small team , at RAF Brampton , | was engaged in the as-
sembly of Skl & Knowledge Specifications for all ‘Ground’ Trades. These “Objective
Statements of Individually Identified Tasks" were couched in specific Behavioural
Terms & ranged ( for me) over many ground trade boundaries, from Aircraft Engi-
neering to Safety Equipment & from Medical & Marine craft to Musical skills.

1975 — 1985
Civilian Career
On leaving the RAF , accepting voluntary redundancy, when my rank & trade & birth-
day appeared in POR'S , | was offered work with Messrs Burroughs Machines as an
Electricall mechanical Foreman at £50 per week ( if | worked nights) . | told the boss
that | couldn't afford to pay my income tax on such a salary. After six months on en-
hanced unemployment benefit | was appointed , at RAF Halton
as a Civilian Instructor. teaching Ground Electrical Apprentices in accordance with the
new Skill & Knowledge Specifications , which | had helped to write , & had been teach-
ing in 1969. The training of Ground Electrical Apprentices was then transferred to RAF
St. Athan . | was offered the opportunity to transfer to the Aircraft side but declined . |
applied for a post as lecturer at Southall College of Technology ( Air Engineering De-
artment ) & was accepted. During this period | taught British Airways Aircraft &
Ground Electrical & Instrument Engineer Apprentices & overseas students, School Link
(Technology Acquaintance courses ) s well as Libyan Aiways service & civilian ai
craft technicians. | wrote & taught NVQ's helped to incorporate IT into teaching pro-
files & examination techniques. | took early retirement on change of college status to
6th form college & the demise of the Aeronautical Engineering Department under Mr.
Alf Fox, as British Airways closed their Apprentice Scheme.

General
1 first took an interest n sport at RAF Cranwellin 1952 | started to train for the Station sports but was
posted to RAF Safiin Mata before the event . Here | continued , won a few events & was selected for
Command training. | became intarested in small & iter) ull bore shooting under FI/ Lt Cumnor- Price
‘Tha iacstconted | aa sl aks U th st agaln e | e el o RAE Honigon i
e | won several matches at the Suffolk County Shoot . In pariicular | picked up the Court-
Ry Warhor Trohy (4 super 1o bl which's coulnt ko) Pa 81 puchat oot Whtiglon
St.— Edmunds from the winnings at that meet. | shot for Bomber &
Tainng Commands &, with SanLr Tom Giroy , o the RAF Bren gun fun-down shoot n 1967 he
ywas aorasked b a fghiar it el Who was that i feller you o the bren gun wih ) (To
Jator dropped his Buccanern the i Sea & only one whee! & a were recovered.) O
Sonally aong the Top Huncred o Biley, Dallec i amatour cramatics. Secretry Aviesbury G.mamng
Society for 17 years. Life Member & Life Vice President . Vice President Aylesbury & Halton Bra
RAFA” Mared o Pat n 1960, Set upfrsthore 1 fla by The Modern Imperial Hotl In Siema Mala
GC. We were biessed with 5 daughters & 11 Grandchildren. Pat widowed me on 8th October 1991
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