know any deta
wos borm in 1923 & my brother Peter foflowed

s bt e

later). twas here that |

were some food shortages, but rationin was sl some

ister, & eded by Winston Churchill, ma

Knew that as the war dragged on. | would have t0 enlit & | desoes




was to hold me in good stead when | ever
Juding having a football team

ntually joined the RAF. We aiso piay
in the local youth league. A big thri that
'AF Wittering which included a fight

great thell. At the er

Year was a week end camgy
Dragon Rapide an old bi-olane. which at
2o Srcrew training — =t that time | wanted 1 be 5 ot o
* Caling 0" papers, & tokd to report to the Arcrow Recs entre at
e 23rd | W in fact the firs cadet from the Kettering Ane

Still working at Stewarts & Lioyds n the Traffic Department, & was given i
leave. with an assurance that | could return after the war geues

ebruary 1

d at Lords Cricket Ground., Ther
were marched to billets about a

which overiooked London 2

ur billet for the next 2 to 3 weeks. e

ankets. & had to make our beds up

were issued with m.
©n the floor. For our meals we were assembled & manch
AT, & o e EHven 2 Medical & received inoculatons et Also we nay e abo
RAF, & what was expected of us as A 50 took tests to ascertain our education w
i x > ted & sent to the Grand Hote,
ircrew training). At this time | & al the

orborough Yorkshire which was an ini :
her new recruits held the rank of AC at that time being
d 35 trainee pilots. The course wa cipline was strict, we

as attending lectures daily
ourse were about the same age, 18 &

8reat deal of physical exercise, as well 5

lost of us cadets on th

vear olds, &
il where we were given some instruction how iger Mot

never allowed m

‘nedicals, & sent o Glasgow 1o be shipped to Canada, Whe
dock, wher the S5 Queen Mary was waiting to embark e
vessel, welghing in at over 70000 ton:

the austerity of war time Britain, it was fike n

airmen on board, cabins had extra bunk

2rangements were excellent, & the food was great, o w
stocked up by the USA, who had joined  with Sritai tg
after Japan attacked Peart Harbour. Ships 10 & from £

fight Germany & Jap
war zones at this tin

days we airmen_ lived in thi seemingly unreal workd, boge of peach,
ot s decks a5 the ship took 2 southerly & warm weather sourse. a)
5ton USA, to a great weicome by the locals who treated o o

I We 53w a massive great gash of som
et n the bow just at the waterline. On enqu in fact the Queen Mary had
e DESLTOYer i two, on a previous oumey back to Britam, bu s

liced

had been filled with concrete, to enable her to 5 7 Boston we
o traln thiough the New England states to Canada, & it was o of . retiable
foumeys of ray M before or atter. in besutifl warm autuncad weather. g magnificence of the




ey bl experience. Afer a 15 hour journey we arived in the Cangui e of New Brunswic
shortly after reached RCAF Moncton ~ this Was a “Holding” station, where groups of cadets were.
Selected for various courss, being run in Canada & Ueh. | cannot recall how many t training
Centres there were in the USA Canada, they were situated mainly to the west of th

v Would thick about ten in Canada 8 the USA for phot trai s |

el aaors & Air Bombers were trained. | spent some three weeks here e ing for a postis
e to do, except walk to nearby Moncton or go o the camp eingunn write home etc. | was anxiou:
morming, on our way to the
fora few hours in Montreal, to change trains before procee
aiongside Lake Superior, & on t

organisation, who supplied refres

way north to Bowden, which is o nn

i mountai RGeS of the Rockes could be seen strtching into the sty e
mall airfield © rutway.  The billets were very good & well heated, but we did make
f opening some of the windo id we regret it in the
Alberta wer
the below freezing temperatures
oered the countryside when | amived at Bowden, & more snw folkowe:
frozen surface, which lasted throughout To cope with the conditions, sorr
e ot with ski. It was not long before flying lessons started, but | was sows
2 both | & my instructor, soon realised that 1 was pretty useless haeeyn,
Surprisingly | was taken off the course. Wit | loved fiying i
ndie the controls, or land the aircraft without a lot of boun
eks later | & another
RCAF Trenton, Ontario, for Aircrew re-selection. The journey back
Sastlasted some 3 or 4 days, as we travelled via Lake Superior & Toranto o o destination. Trenton
i eaion, semingly fullof Afcrew cadets, many ke me for re-sekecton o s o b
weather, o Sators, wircless operators or Alr Bombers. i was so different from Do even the
Ot 2 e <okl was more penetrating, as the wind picked up motsture ot nearby Lake
Ontario & it was most unpleasant. t was a waiting game at Trenton, we
re-muster for training as an A & (I think) about a
ombing & Gunnery course, at RCAF Picton, a small serodrome ooy
Arrving there | saw that Picton was an island i Lake Ontario joined to g an
& the aerodrome was buit on the t0p of a hil. It was a ice fieadly St o my
Wit oo bunch of lads, mainly about my age. The course was  Bombing & o
ght the theory of bombing, & of air gunnery
ronposition & fusing of bombs.etc, & later | flew some 50 hours in Amsone., Bolingbroke ai
dropping counties 4lb practice bombs & firng guns. ft was | moyt enioyable, for 2 19 year old
i the westher clunged, everywhore ws wiike when | i &
e e ethar became Snay. B werma ot fest of y sy, | wees o s
o e mates until | got back to England 6 months later, & | mado & mumbe
yve had some delightful evenings out, in the small town of Picton, or
oty poation were very frendiy & hospitable, & we were well looked after The couees lasted until
cary June, & looking at my log book see that 1 passed both the bombing & gunnery elements cach

oo Dl e




et T35 gradivg. | had passed thi part of my convers
st of the course members moved on to an Alr Nexg

3 bours uration fying the lengih & bueach of

Ontario. Mere followed e oeich | assed, cassed as an Al Bomber & promenes &
S rank of Sergeant. How proud | was s | sewes 1 Stripes on to my tunic. What a celebration we.
all had that night in !Harmitton Moncay. oyed greaiy. But e wes not on our skie, & o por soon
o ere 0N OUT WaY Back to Moncton, to be sest howse to complete our training & to fight our wa
e a ed

How different to 10 months earlier, then an

mainly Americans) ab
24 hours we had to s
Lucklly the journey lasted only 6 days, before the e docked at Birkenhea
o paome leave, 10 be re-united with family & friends. 1 g during this time, that | met up
with Pauiine, & our romance commenced

2631 before being posted to Whitley Bay, near
s course, before being sent to Scotland for further fiyrg
. & on completion was sent to Silverstone, here in Northamptonshire, at the end of 1943, an
Operational Training Unit where Piots, Navigators, . Bombers, Wireless Opes
vere present. Here we had to form crews, who wo
haphazard, a5 some 200 of us wandered round 3 (o
anyone else, other than Air Bombers, but event

perations together, with enormos respect for each other
Siiverstone we rained in twin
trained for the fight ahead. From Siiv

for our first taste of fiying in four engine Flight Engineer
aircraft were Sticlings, big & unga ; be a falure operationally — they
Could not fly any higher than 12-14000 feet, & easy prey for the enemy, but

wing tip embedded in the g 1Y quick escape from the wrecke
2part, we s00n appreciated the Lancaster bomber, 1 fying followed, & we were adjudged to
be ready 10 g to 2 Squadron. On 5 June 1944, we were postey o Ler. Kirkby, 10 miles north of
Boion &2 Join 630 Squadron. My frst memory of East Kirkby, was the rers moming, which was

oy 6 June 1944 when Britain & America & their Al imvaded Fran The ai
flown to support the ground troops were so excited by the stale of he invasion forces, the number
of ships involved it all seemed 5o impressive. The station was by only a year or two earfer, &
o Quite primitive, spread over a large area, our billets were nissen huts nearly a mile away from
the airield, the Sergeants & Officers’ Messes haif a mile away, b strangely we soon loved the
. we were introduced 10 the Squadron C.0. Wing

sadly he & his crew were kifl

et our replacement Rear gunner, Fying Officer Geaff Bate sho
1l had hatf 2 dazen missions to complete hissecond tour of operations, we wene oot pleased. Our

4




ed, given breakfast,
Very Scarce in war time Britain, but aiyerew,
s ue the end of my fist mission —the next morming 1
& given a telling off for dropping o
calculated what weight of bombs to drop,
one had ever told me that. However | v my - ", After our frst
e oo folowed In quick successon & by the end o ave e pes notched up 4 more raids,
ke Akt I %0 Germary, when a5 poen were shot down out of 3
lotal of 133 sent out, but luckily we were. e, ou
his second tour, we valued his experience in these. ere 50 pleased when we heard
& July we flew 10 further missions,including our
With the Alies invading Europe in June the reie o
he Armics was _the first priorty, by bombing Raiweys,
o Snaga Yods, OF degots, t hamper the Gormans. Ao with of Fying bomb attacks
omearl, & tumber of rakis were against the launching sy, 1o missions against German
Torpets were reduced. Suly 16 was o prove the most howeger, D we were to face, when we
a2 German night fighter on our way home. Fortanately v escaped into coud, & the
e s discontinued. Wowever our aicrat was dwing steephy @ eos of control. The pilot gave
the order to prepare 10 regain control, & when it looked that shi
ngineer, Alec & Doug managed to pull the
{0 regain control. A refeved crew were on their way home.
o mress of our sipper, Alec Swain, When we saw he dam
e art of the wing mising & 2 hole fust behind the Wireless Oy e position, we wondered
o e had survive. It said something for the kil of our s & 1.
had litte time to feet s urseves, 12 hours late our fist day
operation, thankfully a quiet trip. At the allocated our own Lancaster, NN703
ol which we woul el our tur. Nine more misions followed e August, three of them by
ko much the same patiem as we supported the land armics, cr st Fiying Bomb
ot acked U-boat insallatons on the coast, & bombing an enery fepear e aerodrome. to
e | o tion, ror o a bombing rad  be made that same right. Sad prt o e daylight raid,
ivem | witnessed 2 Lancaster bomber being hi by bombs droppea frone Lom Lancaster flying
above  particularly gruesome when we fearned loer
the last mission of his tour, & the ae y es
from the stricken plane.  We were given two c 18* August with 26 trips
Gontosctd: Returning to base, we st had 9 missions o fy o compiete aur sere operations, &
oo the rest of September we complete a further & mainly agains corre industry, & one of
e found me over Gerany on my 21" bithday, thankfully 1 wes s journey. t was
6 other Lancasters we dropped mines in the Germ,
ring flying for 4 hours over the North Sea. W
he 5% October 2 daylght rad to Wilhemshaven, athough ot 1 peee -
i reached the end, & untl the next day when we were ai testing an ey
i ot 1kd usthet Bomber Command hed reducd the number of spermint ot et 34
e st efect, 30 our batie was over. | remember that when e 1o s s> great
abo

ush about the aircraft, as we all donned parachutes - we were ot taking any unnecessary risks




That night our crew, & the ground staff who looked after the plane,
in neary

in an instant we went
en together, living & fiying & truthfully had become
 during that period, & n a few seconds on the raiway
e ways. Over the years Alec, Donovan, Doug &
crew never see again. Now in
o v although nelther he nor | have any knowledge of what happercd s Smithy our navigator
o Srs rear gunner, Geof. Alec, Donovan & Jock (mid-upper gummen heue died, but we

remember them with great affection, & wonder about the others.

Tosum up my tour | flew 34 missions from 12% June to the 5 Gctober 1942. 26 night & 8 daylight
‘issions, fiying 200 hundred hours. During that fime we attacked Industrial sites in Germany,
Submarine depots, Oil teminals, Marshaling Yords & Raitway Junctions, fiying bomb sites &
supported the Army by lines. On wey not to bomb on
armivalin the target area. | do not have a complete record of bombing loads carried but estimate that
in all we dropped over 150 tons — the average bomb load carried e between 9000 & 12500 Ibs
(depending on the distance flown to the target) & the range of bombs dropped were 4l
incendiaries, 500lb,

), &

4 whether or not | was scared, | don't think | was, apprehensive - yes,
out there was ltle time to think about those things, there wes s0 mueh o o all the time. | was
thiled some weeks later when | heard that our skipper, Alec had been awarded a Distinguished
Flying Cross-so well deserved.

e orIeing st tour Arcrew were expecte to have a 6 month break fom aperatons before
Vo recaled for 2 second tour & 5o thee weeks ater eaving Eat Kk, | posted to RAF
e cot,nea o Avlsbury, 1o awalt sining 2 an A Bomber mstructo, by there e todo,
reere were a number of men in the same category as me, & there was Mt pe -

selected for training as a Fiight Engin
Kirmington, Lincolnshire near to Grimsby. He
of age. We were all devastated,
started his operational tour ~ he had told me that he had, but
didn't want our parents to know to cause them any concern br worry. -«

uction Course at
1945, & graduated from their as a fully fledged

tocc DA




nstructor, for a few weeks, ch o do, but it parents, &
s o 800 by s o the ase In May the war against Germany had e wan s e were great
Jons, & we wondered what would happen nex. 1 was soon to fid out, sceeay v
iwo tours of duty, the second after a 6 month rest period, 50 1 was ot surprised when 1 was
mcluuedm.mmaugupnnmmmmgmewmmkmmmmwn 1do not
remember much about my fello Edinburgh- a
Chiistie DFC, & that's about all. We were posted to RAF Luffenham, near to Stamford, ariving there
g lune. The war in Europe was finished, but Japan was stil Rghting, 3o 1 & soemmpert other
ter oyt oeing retrained & refreshed for service i the Far Eat. The course lasted s et &
afer Just 36 hours ying training we were judged o have passed, & ther sens e 2 leave to
await 2 posting to the Pacific war zone. Again fate was to take  hand, whep, early in August, the
Americans unleashed two atom bombs on cites in Japan, causing
surrendered. My second tour would not happen, & my “carcer” in
s pooto 2 unit near to Gainsborough for re-mustering to a ground trade, or the ree uf e |
oo lone many more ex-aicrew where thee, but o one I knew, During my week o | .
t lists staff vacancies, y interested me, but having
1o make a decision, | opted for a RAF postal course, preferably near to home. en 7 days
Aircrew Holding Unit , near o Elgin, in Scotiand, this was in fact
& o one knew why I, 2 Bomber Command person was there, &
was sent to Haverfordwest n, over 400 miles from Elgin, in the South
September 1945, & by then Pauline & | had set the date of our
5o after just a week in Wales, | was on my way back home for the big day.
the war, with food rationing etc we had alovely wedding, the Service was at Fupe, Baptist
Church, followed by  reception a a Trades Union halln Club Steet. | think thece weer about 60
people there. Pauiine’s father had plenty of contacts, & despite al the shortages & rationing
d i e had resig

P.
Hospital, when her mother was seriously il 2 months previousy. We Jeft the reception in the early
i London, & on to Bounemouth for a week,

y who were despa
o moarked on to HMS Devonshire, adestroyer, converted 1 troop carier - we were an our way
1o the Far East. On the 15" we set sal. It was quite pleasant, the <hip was mareq by the Royal

vy, the RAF, the y.In
the traditional Navy way, a daily rum ration was served to us, athough th stopped n a few days
When it was discovered that some of the younger RAF personnel, were. selling their ration to the

ilors. |  of Biscay, & as | y
even worse, when the radio announced that the Sunday service was being broadcast from Fuller

where 2 auline & | werd! Slhce
1o the Far East were transported round South Africa,
Canal, & what a thrill that was, as we
appeared to be only just wide enough,
Yor my time in india. We arived in Bombay on New Year's Eve, & al of the alcr were

Afew days later, | was.




posted the Base Post Office in Bombay, where for 3 months,
mail for RAF personnel stationed in

1 in notice of my demobilisation & was sent back to
ot shipment back home. It was not a long walt, & | was soon on my way to Bombay, where |
boarded a troop carrer, the SS.Georgic a pre-1939 vessel, bt t was  plessapt 14 days voyage, as
e revurned via Suez (which we navigated at nigh with the ship's spotlightstrined on the weecs ot
the xcaal ~ quite a thiil) to Liverpool. | didn't really want to go to Indi, but having spent a few
months there, | am pleased | had that experience - there Is a certain fascination ity . country,
hich 25 2 young man | enjoyed. From Liverpool we were sent to RAF Kirkham, near presse for
demobilisaion.  suppose it was quite clinical when the following day an endiees fie of separating
Dok s e their way nto an old hangar, where we were given choice of cvan clothing, ratios
uooks, sk weeks pay, & a travel warrant, & out we come - | don't recall anyone i authority
thanling us or wishing us wel, we just went in one door as airmen & out the other s e vehicles
1o take us to the local Ralfway station. Bt it was all forgotten  few hours ater, | cought 2 e oz
Northampton, & hitch hiked to Kettering — my war service was over.

Pauline’s parents had provided rooms for us in their house in Charles Street, & for the next few
wreeks,  was. period of adjustment, gone was the routine of the RAF, after nearly 5 years 1t woe

new experience for me, but together Pauline & | got used to i. | had received 6 weeks termination
k that at

pay from the RAF, so ng to my loyment at Stewarts
& toyds on the 26 August 1946, just 3 weeks before my 23" birthday. After saring in socee oo
different locations in the RAF it took quite a long time to set

received my first pay

pany, until | reached my 25
September geta birthday

December 2010,
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