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Urged by friends, Jimmy Howe, a modest man, has written

and published an unpretentious and fascinating story of his
musi. From playing the comet in a colliry brass

Jimmy wentontocondc

band e he vas & mere child
xt Hall and

Icaing naionl orhesrs at he Royal Alb

of Jimmy’s carcer that appears on the back cover of the book:
“Joining the Royal Scots as a band boy in 1933 (aged 15)he
describes army discipline and the pre-war pleasure of making
music around he scaside resorts which was disrupted by the
of the S Serving in
France and Belgium he was taken
prisoner by men of the German SS Totenkopf Division at the
village of vividly recalls his experience of
the bat
musical

outbreak

 Paradis, and he
His e inthe prison camp v ot vasted: Witk
instrumens  bartere e
b ol o oo i o0 g
Brih Red Cross channels, he formed  dance band which
Telped maintain the morale of Britsh captives in Poland and
Berlin. Aftr the war, he was Bandm

i1 and Sutherland Highlanders, commissioned in

Preparations and the work that goes on behind the scencs of

ing the Colour, the annua
and ih

occasions such as Troo
Amistice Parade at the Cenotaph,
orchestral music ot Buckingham Palace are recounted with o
sense of humour, Retiring from the army in 1974 afler 4
his musical carcer took on another aspect
the BBC, appearances with

the Royal Albert Hal,

band concerts

providi

Conductor with
y orchestras at
presening massed

His anecdotes and descriptions of unusual events experienced
B

as an adjudi
conductin

well as a scrious

Eastbourne where he

enscmbles and conducts h.m« on the town's famous band
stand during the summer

Jimimy Howe spent three years as a kriegic, mostly at Stalag
VIIIB, but also at Stalag 11D near Berlin

to be a propaganda camp. As a non-combatant
repatrated in 1943, Those years

important to him and many will remember his Reunion
Concerts at Croydon in aid of service charities, including
ours. Our own impressario, Vic Gammon, gained much of his

expertise from Jimmy Howe and worked with him. Jimmy
was made an horiorary member of the Association which, this
book makes clear, he regarded as a signal honour. My most
vivid memory of Jimmy is when he played the last post at
Vie's funeral
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1 read the book non-stop from London to Melbourne and
regreted tha there was not more of i

A Condcto’s Jouney s sl fom the ator 4 cot
Of £11.74 including packing and postage. The address s:-

34 Pshley Road, Eastboume, BN20 $DY

ESCAPE TO FREEDOM
An Aiman's i ofCapurs Excape &
By Tony Johnson (Leo Cooper L19.

Tony Johnson is lucky to have a publisher as well known as

and
(Canadian) Squadron. His characteisation s il oo
One doesn't necd photographs to picture the me  his
i T T 1 ] Dl e
author conveys the fears of the sprog, & e
Sights below and around him, in vry ively pro

On 16 April 1943 Tony's crew set aut to bomb the IG Farben
plnt o Ludwigshafen, They were convinced ha they were
decoys for the main force, which went on to Pilsen. Crippled
by flak, the Wimpy went into a screaming dive from which
the skipper extricated it. He managed to control the aircraft

allow the crew 1o bale out, but perished
valiant effort 1o get away but was soon
ered lorry with the

ough
himself. Tony
caught and found himself i

The author describes his experience at Dulag Luf from which
e was sent to Stalag Luf 1 at Barth, Life there was much the
same for Tony s for the rest of us, but i
is always interesting 10 read how other people settled into
1943 Tony moved 10 K L
o, epecially
Lag

Kiegie life. In October T
Heydekrug,

when he write

His narmative has occasional
about activitiesin the adjoining A
These are unimportant but he takes artstc licence a ltle too
that Grimson's remarkable escape over
Jan in July took place at Barth in October.

far when he claims
the wire from

marvellously
kricgies

K lies in its

The real strength of the boob
Run up the
allingbostl, the

prigers
went on to spend 28 years in the
asa Deteetive Superintendent

Essex Constabulary retiring

A founder member of the Regional Crime Squad, he fed an
cxcing e Perhaps s et book il cover that perid of
His presnt bok g
fscinting s

v

s lie hat it would make a




PAUL HILTON CGM

Paul Hilton, w ho died ged 80 i Octobe, s  very o
man. Few people knew that he n avarded the
Coiegiotos CalEy Medal e e b T 5493
Savmon ot Fo e atached 15t by ok e by
three nightfighters on the Essen raid of 2-3 June 1942, With
e engites o, one on fio and e aiat adly
damuged, Pul gave the order to ble out. Fourof e all
(€O crew did so but the flight engineer’s parachute was
bt o pitle b
for him to jump. Paul then attempted the impossible —
crash-land his Halifax over unknown terrain at night. He
thought he could see a river below and decided t atterpt a
landing o it,but it was not a river but a village in Bel
He got the Halifux down somehorw, but hit a hou
one wing. He ise open the hatch and cl
out. His only injury was a seratch on the nose. A Gemman
soldier appeared immediately. The Halifix was buming and
Paul could not convince the man that it was going fo blow up
any minut.
danger. Paul a

managed to pr

Temtnd of heivar

Pal's postoar sory s sheey sagi. Ho fooed de
Havilland Aircraft a5 an apprentice and became a stress
o 1 pinis s
lis own. company. with
T e el By e
Rad. His sim vas 1o buid lsborstory equpment for
teaching purposes. He designed and built a subsonic ram
engine and tested it and other engines of his own design using
T Rover 'kt on v Welted Byipety e moved
first to Eastleigh and then, as his business expanded,
Horsebidga i at King Semborme. Ho sl Whorioy
neering departments of universitis all
early Kriegie we published a picture of
Paul with one of the model jet ¢ built o scale and
erfect in every detail, he made for training on jet engines. In
1993 he received an_ honorary doctorate from Brighton
Universityin recognition of his work for engineering training.

cngios. Among ot i e
ablishet

Paul was bom in Malay
mother died

and educated in England. His
in Japanese hands in Sumatra, after being moved
from camp to camp. His father was imprisoned in Changi.
Gillian, whom he married in 1968, wishes o join the

list of widows who wish o continue

Association’s grow
their involvement with us.

THE LAST ESCAPE
The Untad Sty of Alled rsoners
¥ 1944 - 45
bl & Tony Rennel
Penguin/Viking £20

£ domn

servedly Radio 4's Book of the Week, this

1egaried b the definitive account of Prsoners of War i the

last days of Nazi Germany. Dagply rescarched and full of

information of which few of us had any idea, The Last
s one of those rare books — 2 work of scholarship

s ke a thrller. Page-turning s compulsive. T
witng of the two authors blends
which i writing what,thot

that you don’t know
Dozens of exkriegics have been interviewed, letters
diaries scrutinised, Imperial War Muscum tapes liste
and offcial documents researched. The authors have drawn
on many pesoal acounis by, amon ot Vi

h Mogg), Richard Passmore

Commbers Rober Kee and i Pt

well as numerous biographical and historical works. Most of
the text, however, s taken from primary sources

Gammon,

T book is beautifilly put together, with descriptions of the
various  forced

chronicles of wha
corridors of power of allthe warring countris. Was massacre
likely? Should pararoops Bosiatints Bt

The German discussions on the subject make interesting
reading.

Because John Nichol was a PoW himself, though in s

dvancing armics,
Jation and the despair. The emotions of the

matched with the words of politicians who were

it T e i e W e (S

puling his smll s d e ook gives copent ressons

this as best symbolising our Kri

oot et R T

produced a andeome volame.  canot ecommend i book
igh!

MOONLESS NIGHT
By B.AJimmy’ James
Cooper - Pen & Sword £19.95

s Night aas fist published in 1962 by Wil
Kimber and again Sentinel Publishing. Leo
Cooper has now bR i
deserves it more than Jimmy James. I reviewed the book in
1983 and 1995 s0 1 will not do so again.

Briefl, Jimmy,  regular officer, was shot down in a 9
Squadron Wellington on the night of 5/6 June 1940,

WISHING ALL OUR READE

He was an inveterate escaper and, following his capture in the
Gireat Esc: one or two other
survivors 1o Sachsenhausen Concentration camp, from which
the group also escaped.

ape;was sent with Wings Day and o

He s still involved with Sachsenhausen, being the British
representative on the Sachsenhausen Inemational Committee

In my view, Moonless Night is the best account of PoW

expericnces so fr writen. I is unlikely t0 be surpassed now
Not only is it exciting and inspiring, it is beautifully writen,

often with a touch of poctry — a work to treasure.

oy

S A VERY HAPPY CHRISTMAS AND PROSPEROUS NEW YEAR
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