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THE MEMORIAL TAKES SHAPE

Sculptor Pam Taylor with her maquette

Thanks to Maurice Butt's unfl
indifferent health, we

Forees Pisoaces of War Mesm

has been donated by members of

widows - who have been more 1

we know could il afford it We reccived a wi
00 from the Lashenden Air Warfare Museum, our lon
rant of £2,500 from the Esme

otiated by our Presiden, who
from several other sources

efforts, despite his

term benefactor, and
Fairbaim Chariable Trust,
has also persuaded contribut

onderful gif of

The Hildea Cariable Fund, of which Cal Yo
000 and £1000 has come from The
Some small trusts and
‘own area, have also b

trustee, has donatc
Roberson Tt in \.uw\
especially in Maurice’s
generous. Ceridwen Lews, widow of Alex, sent £100 bei
the proceeds from a cake stall she stocked from her own and
her daughters kitchens and ran as part of the Jubilee
celebrations
We have also received handsome contributions from Canada,
which are not included inthe to




THE MEMORIAL

Pam Taylor, a distinguished sculptor, whose work includes
the Royal and Allied Air Forces Memorial which stands on
Plymouth Hoe and the bust of Sir Arthur Harrs displayed at
the RAF is now working on_ our
mer h will depic e, on a forced winter

museum at Hendon,

Pam produced
maguet, This put the dea it e dimensions and uabled

She has now completed anth maguets ncorpring o
engaged upon the statue iself
SEe i o RN

This
will be cast in bronze a

RAF Museum.  Uniil
et he M

under-
ihe

Should Ao ot Sllowof s nd e

work wil be tree_quarer size

Funds raised to date are sufficien
plus the cost of casting the piece and i
site. We estimate that about another £20.000 wil be needed.
of which £13,000 will be required for for
engraving and for installation (a erane will have to be hired).
Maintenance and v
As expected, money is comin

et the sculptor's fe,
its conveyance 1o the
he. plinth,
arious other costs account for the balance.
in more slowly now, bu

are other sources 10 explore and
who havi

i mecabers
n

e made donations might consider a further gift

GIFT AID

As st popl ar awar,chaies s claim o the nand
Revenue 28 pence on each £1 given under
B e R i e et
is to sign a Gift Aid form. The form states simply that you
wish any donation you have made (o the M

any you may make in future to be trated as Gt

If you pay tax and

matter what the amount, please obtai

o Cal Younger at Mill House

Marlborough, Wiltshire SN 3L

This could bring in several more thousands of pounds

e Memorl Tt sad

RECCO REPORT

The Rriegie’s computer boffin, TED CACHART, featured on
Early fn 1941 Ted
and obained an

Force News in M
recnuiting. office
application form,

He persaded 1 priest to winss Teds e’ signaure
though Ted had yet to induce his sign. He told the
priest that the form simply W\mm BT S e
service of his choice — the RAF — when his cal

R aar sl ToTpoo e o

Il-up came. His

He was called up for a medical in April and in May reported
for it slcion. He was wom it Rening and paced
on the reserve list. He was still only

S e T il S ol e &
report 1o Pa My father gave me a hard time but
eventually relented.” Ted says. Before he was cightcen he was
posted to 49 Squadron

Another article described how two Lancasters collided over
the target area on a Berlin raid on 213 January 1944,
inon of e, The whoecro baled ot and wers cptr

B but Ted s ealed o

Ted was

AF's who
This story

with Bili Watkins who hi I been one of the WA,
welcomed retumning krie amo

appeared in The K

Desmond Plunkett, who dicd in Fel 2002, aged 86,
was the head maprer o the Excap Commitee at S
Luft 1L, Within days

documents needed for

Plunkett was 13" out of the tunnel, reached the Austrian
ted and grilled by

ague bus

po. They sent

beckesping bt fmlysnle i Engand  h e 1990,

Ernie McConchi

s @ young man Mac was recog u top New Zealand
gymnast and sporisman, - I

fioness

Joining the RNZAF
war and was
Brought down in mm. in 1941
and was one of
month, with his po

e traind as A Obscrver carly in the
n English crew, to 150 Squadron

e s st 0 S L

i large for over a

" postes hcughont

posted,

o ANTEDS

Reich,

and Fallingbostel his group of four
gymnasts, including himself, could be observed practising
elaborate balancing acts. While on
g s g il v by o
Spitfie, resuling in the death of twenty PoWs.Later, hu
marchers came upon a Wik wab cat p for
cooking with a dagger Mac had taken from a dead Lufiwa
officer found in a bomb crater. Subscquently, the da

o Eileen to cut the wedding cake

an, Heydekrug

the march from

o o

wsed at his weddin

Returning to New Zealand with his English wife, he became
it managr wih e Steaskip Compasy of Welngan,
Femaining with the company until retirement, when he moved
o S it QR Ho T i o 8
death aged 93

Many kriegies will recall, and be grateful, for his contribution

ickish.humour d

spurkling eyes will be remembered with affection. Mac’s
1 and her husband live in Great Yarmouth,

and shrew

Bob Coles
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THE LARRY SLATTERY MEMORIAL FUND

Huw is a Welsh boy for whom | would predict a scntillating
future, In 1997, when Huw was nine, his mother wrote t see
if we could help with his course fees for the National
Children’s Orchestra. He had already passed, with distnction,
Grade $ Piano, Grade 5 Trumpet, Grade S Thory and Gra
4 violin, We made a grant and aftr that Huw took charge of
comspondence il In the past v, yers we have
sy, vor o e it ot sy
i Wty et oo g e Dl i Tty
in literature

At ten he passed Grade §
pesed Grnde € trumpet and s

But for Huw music is everythin

rehestra, He
umerous prizes for
trumpet and piano. In a mmhmunn in CrdiT e won  cash
prize and used it 10 buy football bos en gave a recital
B e oy vk e
13, he joined the National Youth Orchestra of Wales and
gained A® in GCSE French, This year he is playing in the
Natioral Youth Orchesion of Greot i nchig & roma
performance under Sir Simon Rattle, He has also taken GCSI
Biology, Chemisiry and Physics — two years in advance. In
September he is o begin at Chetham’s School of Music.

Huw's list of musical activiies seems endless, but they arc
costly for the faily and his father does two Jobs. We have
this year, for the fft time, with a gran of £200.
David, a Devonian, s also 14, talented but not quite in the
same league as Huw. His instrume;

Grade 6. Re

before
ncapacity benefit for many y g
that his parents couldn't cope with the expense of his musical

d them 1o allow him to busk on

week his m
ostng. His mother stood with him. Four years later he is stll
busking, but with school work and cvening classes at
Dartington,
ceasional Saturday off. His mother helps hospital charities
and David aid of
charities. We are helping with his violin lessons.

as well as his music lessons, he is glad of an

himself has performed many times in

These are two of the present beneficiaries of The Larry

Slattery Memorial Fund. Over the years we have helped many
joung people. Only on has

When Evelyn Glennie was sixte

2 xylophons. Mostof our

ached
arer of the cost of
opera companies without being famous. Others have taken up

other professions but sil i
g dicine but enjoys playing in chamber groups

for pleasure, One young lady is

We have helped young musicians with fees for Saturday
classes at the major music colleges, provided bursaries for
music schools ~ Wells Cathedral School, Chethams and the
Purcell School, contributed 10 the cost of pivate lessons and
the purchase or hire of instruments. We believe that Larry
Slattery would have been pleased with our effors,

As the Larry Fund s too small to be listed in various
directories, though detals can be found on the Charity
Commission website, most of the appeals are referred by
lrgr s, wichdo ot o o dividas Somo come

mnwgv the mn, e o e S TRl
s the Trustees have infroduced an informal
hicen. Larry worked with talented children
on the younger age group i given priorty

THE OTHER SIDE OF THE COIN

It is worth recalling why and how the Larry Slatte
Memorial Fund came in Most people will know that
Larry was the first Kriegie and that he was the prime mover
I Coabihing tho Associaion'as well 4 I i Sce
Some may not know that he was an accomplished violinist
R T
the Leader of mnA Hions Orebéia ami
pmwd oSk it g B

After a stint with UNRA in Germany afler the War, Larry

108 hushd nd despy moved congrgation It vt
in St Clem s months lter that

s
Afie et gt 1t s deided to esablish a chariable
young people, more

foundation to
especially children,

Enthusiasic donations poured in from members. Later the
Fund received a share of the profis from reunions and from
the splendid concerts organiscd by the late and much missed
In 1989 the Larry Fund (us we know if)

which decided the Trustees not to

Vie Gammon
received a wonderful gif
s bt 10 kep he Fund
eautiful and

arly thirtis,
dgo t0

spend ou he capial afer a o

going in pepetuity

talented daughter of Geoff, died of

She asked that any donations in lieu of flowers shot

the Lary Fund. With the added proceeds of a memorial

iven by the Hatfeld Symphony orchestra, of which
a member, no less than £4,000

Janey was was mised, a

Testament 10 a sublime eharacter

In Sepimber 201 thm\va th deh of Goff Shepher
Several years ago

Lary and Janey nc, | would ik 0 add, Frnk Hunt,
In recent years, the Larry Slattery Memorial Fund has not
et el the wa of dovtons o mecbers, Lt

xeluding trustees of the
Who cntebuied i memory of Geoff Shepherd, gave £4.5

charity and those

We belioe this ppurent indifrnc s due i o e
It

v tha s, o young musicns ave
been helped in the name of Larry Slttery c
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THE SECOND WORLD WAR EXPERIENCE CENTRE
By Paddy Hope

We read many articles in magazines, including our own The
Kriegie, about wartime exploits. Unfortunately, it is all too
Tikely that most of these are not recorded elsewhere, though
the Imperial War Museum has quite a ot on ape.

The Second World War Experience Centre exists to do just
that. Based in Horsforth, Lecds, its aim is 0 collect as many
of these saris asposible befors i s to e, exerees
ot just of ex-service personnel but of anyone who lived
e oot e ko
have passed on are also sought

Tam one of many volunteers, some veterans like myself, who
give some of our time to help the project. Being ex-RAF, |
Work on RAF and WAAF records and memorabilia. Several
thousand storis, in manuscript form or on tape, are alrcady in
the archives, We believe it is important that future
generations should know of the part their familis played in
the six long years of war

To quote from the Centre’s leaflet; “The archive that s b
preserved for posteity is intemational in scope, documenting
both Allied and Axis experience. Whilst the

193945, the Centre also collects material documenting the
build-up or aftermath of the Second World War. The
programme focuses on original wartime_ leters,
artwork, phot s, newspapers, books, officia
papers and thr the period. It
also includes recollections by manuscript and typeseript

ey dates are

“Oral history evidence is an important aspect of the Centre’s
Through an interational network of volunteers
we tape-record individuals’ war memories from around the
Invaluable as evidence, these interviews are also o
1o documents and  personal

collections

world
accompaniment

cmbers of the Association wil take an interestin

ssible. and contribute

1o the Centre

For ot nfomation inchuding dels of membensi,

please contact The Second World War Experience Centre,

5 Feast Field (off Town St) Horsforth. Leeds LSI8 4TJ.
The Centre’s website is www.war-experience.org

The Twilight Years

Some members are already in retirement homes, others prefer
1o stay put, but 0 any who may be contemplating a move into
a retirement home Neil Ostrom strongly recommends Peg

ife at Pegasus Cour,

on t0 & good thing. Pegasus has a number of developmens,
the latest being at Caterham, Surrey
several types and sizes.

Apartments. are of

Neil would be delighted for members who are, or may be,
interested o get in touch with him.
The address is

rimeat 15, Pegasus Court, Avesue de Ch

JOURNEY BACK IN TIVIE
By Vitek Formanck.

(4 Cch avaon hisorian.Vik has sevral tines pesled
inthse pags for iformaton.He desr

year old RAF W ok om b R
P T e
ofthelr addrss Ty ca be ssured that the requesis o
autographs,
enthusiast. Recently Vitek

bes himselfas

photographs come. from . gentine

visited this country and has ask
that his story of the visit be published i ihis issue.)

Tn the fist half of August 1 spent twelve days in England and

it was a most memorable, action-packed siay. Arriving at
Victoria Couch Station at 6.15am from Prague ~ not yet
flooded by Mr John Elsom, who lives in
South Africa. We went t the railway station for tea and cake.

Sam another Kriegic, Mr Bill Stapleton, joined us and

b us a proper RAF breakfust. We had 4 lovely talk for
the next two hours, then 1 had o leave them and head for
Saffron Walden. Here I visited in hospital Mr Fred Browne,
who escaped from march in winter 1945 and was helped by

1 was rected

people inthe city where I live. Again we spent nice two hours
in conversation despite the fact Fred had a stroke just threc
ecks before my arrival,

Cambridge where 1 met Hugh
arch but was willing

Next day friends took me

Collas,He ' el oy et in M

0 meet me. He d me some brilliant memorabilia and

gt e Sea s
. 1 couldn't b

ve me original

ve my luck,

Next on my lst was Ota Cerny, my countryman, who also

escaped from communist I

xpetencn d brought i e M N o1 At dey
Gray, who

He told me how he had come o

was o Don shares another of my passions

specdway of his Lanc.

Head firs with his chute tied round his ankles.

1 was on my way to Wisbech. 1 visited David
n March. What a museum he has! Not only
his crashed Spitire but also many war

mementoes and 1 could also admire his brilliant paintings

Next day

and his son drove

Ne
Denchfeld
debris
s esrved for my Lineol fnd, Jum Tayor, e
to Wisbech 1o pick me up,
ialom e shorcen ek st gt ok m e
evening. What a lovely day I had with them. Before moving
pot day 1 bad brekfut with Tony
et Harborough to se¢ me. He
knows well Czech. kricgle Nicky Slavrda, Wo-aso
‘compared notes on the diffcultes of editing our books.

on 1o Peterborou

Following week 1 got to Droitwich the “short way
Hastings, Excter and Isle of Wight_ Here I met Bromsgrove
bused Peter Hughes who, with his lovely wife, was kind
enough t0 drive me to Ludlow where | met my hero, Jimmy
James from Great Escape. For someone who read about Great
Escape during his childhood and afler 25 years met fuce to
face one of it heroes it was like a miracle. Mr James was real
gentleman and he took us to a local pub fo

Peter Hughes took me back to Droitwich and |

for & meal and w

couldn'tsleep from the day's excitement,

Nest iy ofTto Swindon wher Cal Younercame ove rom
for two_hours in nice summer
about the Association and




Next day I was driven from Swindon to Windsor, where Bill

Monoghan, ancther ex-POW, who is not a member of the
Association. He helped me 1o bide the time until my coach
back home arrived.

So i total I have met fourteen kriegies, which was more than
1 dared think. They all were wonderful hosts, very friendly
gentlemen, and I would fike 10 take this chance 10 thank them
for their time, effort, gifis and kindness they gave me. | wil
never forget it

BLUE JOB-BROWN JOB IN DEMAND

David Codd's splendid book, reviewed in the lat ssuc of The
ditions have

le and anyone

riegie, has been so successful that tvo further
been published. A are sill availab
wanting one should telephone David on
01793 812664, The book costs £6.95
additional £1

Bad Landing for Night Flight

Members may have waiched the BBC production Night
Flight on 27 January last, These days the media don't scem to
be making much of  job with thei programmes about the air
war in which we all took part. Sometimes there s bias, with
unjust lak, on other

ccason the role s incompetnc,ack o s,
John Whicly put t 3l ot BBC ks e

Bomber Harris and his aitcrews taki

poinid out s number of hem e
ad sentimental sham which failed miserably
John pointed out that no mention had
n made of the awful casualtics suffered by Bomber
thing, he said,

Surviving aifcrew veterans

was an affront to

Mr Colin Kearney, BBC Information, replied more in sorrow
than in nges. The producion eam “Vent o gret ffors o
e tht Nt Figi was  reaisic and thoughtful drama,
Lkl S s M e bl i ey
Mr Kearney pointed out that this was “first and foremost a
drama and creative and dramatic nferests are not abways best
served by meticulous attenton to detail

‘Some artistic licence is allowed, of course, and no doubt it
iritates. som
surely there should be meticulous atention to detal,

i us. But however creative a programme,

fed o other BBC programmes “that ha
he historical fact of the human

The leter allu
recognised and investigated
imolved wih the operton of
command (sic).” Nevertheless, Mr
sepied s Jo ek o i view and had
' the programme makers. It was o

cost, and_ achievemen,
Bomber and Fighte

Ata séance a former bomber pilot asked the medium whether
there s flying in Heaven. The good news s that “yas, there
is", she told him. “The bad news i that you are to lead the
next flight

The Road Show

In lastyear's issue of The Kriegie I reviewed Robin

Neillands's book, The Bomber War, which, incidentally, is

now available in paperback. When the book was launched.

the publishers requested the author o give @ talk

suggested tha, additionally, a panel of veterans w

take questions might be a good idea. The formula proved to

be successful and another

wilh,

the Roadshow has appeared at a number of venues, including

the Britsh Library and The RAF Museum (organised by the
Aeroplane). John Banfield and your edior have

n members of the team at different time:

The aim of the show, apart from promoting Bomber War, is
hat of the book - to counter the claims by cerain historians
and TV documentary makers that Sir Arthur Harris and his
criminals and, in partcular, that Dresden
. imesponsible and barbaric. Robin

cllands
the many myths which have emerged over the

converted. Audiences are keenly interested, rocepive, often

well-informed and very. friendly,

hostile questions, the Roadshow has reached young people

nestan of v t bollve and pethaps noculted i

it distortion and I

If there have been no

Members March in Golden Jubilee Parade
I S oSoR i Qe G
d by the Confolerionof Brish

BSEO) of

Service
ations which your
We soutd ot i
the march but we were represented by
oxrPrgbit v Chionn At Commars Cios b
Vice Chairman, Wing Commander Dave Bernard, Commitice
members, o Skimer who caried o s l e vey
Squadron Leader Bob Ankerson and Ca
Joned by David Ovwen, who has been o repeesetaive of
the Assaciation on many occasions

al Younger. They wero

R IRIE et ke e
ervices parade was held up for quite some time.

wait and short burss of marching, with inervals betwean,
Charles Clarke persuaded
commissionaires a the Home Office to allow us in o sit for a
while.

were hard going. Fortunately.

disgruntiement soon disappeared when the bands struck

of sound, yet the marching music somehow rose above it and
kept weary legs going. Thousands of children
2

salute at the Queen Victoria memorial outside
Palace.




. The rest was antilimax as
of keeping going o the end. The
b then, mch ersed

f Britain

“That was a memorable morne
the march became a matier
Kriegic group.
waited for the thrilling flypast, not by the
for they do not belong in the s of
Vb A o s et dog AT

fellinto the nearest

Memorial F
the Queen’s reis

MEMORIAL SERVICE FOR BILL REID VC

Bill Reid belonged to a number of ex-service organisations,
including our own, and he was  very popular man. S0 it was.

that S Clements Danes was full for his Memorial
Service on 7 May 2002. It was a moving service, amranged b
the Bomber Command Association Chairman,
Squadron Leader e the address. It seemed
that most of the congregation, including Sir Peter Squire,
Cliefofthe A Salf,scprd e invitation to a reception at
the RAF Club after the service was scarcely room o
move in the balloom. Many of our members were present
and had the horour of meeting his widow, Violet.

Tony Iveson,

e. There

Bill, the last_of Bomber died o

Command VCs
November 2 o

He was awarded the VC f
the night of Piloting
Lancaster t,
nightfighter attack which

3 November 1943
e pressed on o the tar

soverely dama
navigator, morially wound
fo s own injurcs.

bombed
he u,mu w© g

‘Squadron and was brought down

an er he joined 6
iy o iendly” bomb form above
Luckenwalde

He ended the

Bill Reid’s postwar career was in agriculture including nin
years as agricultural advise 10 the MacRobert Trusts s
acRobert Farms (Douneside) Lid. Fiigly, he

Godmther of the RAF", donor of MacRobert’s Reply.

STALAG LUFT 3 - TUNNEL MARTYRS PAINTING
CAN YOU HELP?

Myron Williams, President of the €

Hill, Hendon, and Robert Stewart whose address was 14,
The Ri Golders G

Fifty prints of the Tunnel Martyrs painting
pictures of The Fifty around the border, have been set asid

be given to next of kin. I any member knows someone who

se men or has any information

b helpul, plese It John Banield know. He will

More to Come

‘We ran out of space for this issue of The Kriegie but we hope.
o get the next issue on the drawing b next year.
Among other items, we have an inte

Jenner about his return to Stalag Luf 1. (Editor)

estng piece by Alf

60 ANNIVERSARY OF COMET ESCAPE LINE
(BELGIUM)
Paddy Hope reports:

‘The anniversary celebration, in Brussels’ was spread over
tres iy, from 19 - 21 G It began with an

ception on Friday, 19 October at the home of M
and Mime Holvoch Legreic, former embersof the Comt
It was atiended
cvedems. Unforumately, Coumtess
fouderof the Lin, e o vell cnoug

4, the s contived 08 el

responsible for the cancellation of our f
b el o

Line by m

The next morning, Saturday, was dry and b

able to enjoy the splendid Grand Place in

minies rom ou e, | made  long plane
 Frenchman, Maurice Ler

Brussels,

e S e Corii
e vt 8 Jeiey 1943

ly on Sunday momning to atiend Mass and &
mcorial sepwee i e, Beslic at Koskelberg, This was a
splendid affi o g, conreton vas honowred by the
presence of Queen Fabio British
ambssadr e ien an sl Sergy, Bee theservice
n attended a private meeting with members of the
e IR o . The
Queen spent some time with her, then was introduced to
icividal mebers of our group. 1 vas boourd fo be
presented to Her Majesty

Mass the Standards of the various
omet Memorial Window

t Post sounded and
Belgium

A4t exd of e
sented at the C
caths e ad,
Brita
were played. It was a most impressive ceremo

“The Queen then left and we all retumed (o
for a memorable dinner. There was a sumpt
ned by severl impesive s

it of e RAF Excapin Soces
Dumont OBE, organiser of the Comet L
d and the

f the Comet Line who had

tired but exlrted fer  memorableand uplfing reurion.
Among Brish members present were Jack Newton, first of
Comet Line's mny escapny, Ray Woral, By o

Elizabeth Harrison, Frank Dell, Roy Brown
from Canada and many othes who refumed it the hep of
the Comet Line “to fight another day”

Pages




A CONDUCTOR'S JOURNEY

By Major James (Jimmy) Howe MBE

Self-published at £9.99

Urged by friends, Jimmy Howe, a modest man, has written

and published an unpretentious and fascinating story of his
musi. From playing the comet in a colliry brass

Jimmy wentontocondc

band e he vas & mere child
xt Hall and

Icaing naionl orhesrs at he Royal Alb

of Jimmy’s carcer that appears on the back cover of the book:
“Joining the Royal Scots as a band boy in 1933 (aged 15)he
describes army discipline and the pre-war pleasure of making
music around he scaside resorts which was disrupted by the
of the S Serving in
France and Belgium he was taken
prisoner by men of the German SS Totenkopf Division at the
village of vividly recalls his experience of
the bat
musical

outbreak

 Paradis, and he
His e inthe prison camp v ot vasted: Witk
instrumens  bartere e
b ol o oo i o0 g
Brih Red Cross channels, he formed  dance band which
Telped maintain the morale of Britsh captives in Poland and
Berlin. Aftr the war, he was Bandm

i1 and Sutherland Highlanders, commissioned in

Preparations and the work that goes on behind the scencs of

ing the Colour, the annua
and ih

occasions such as Troo
Amistice Parade at the Cenotaph,
orchestral music ot Buckingham Palace are recounted with o
sense of humour, Retiring from the army in 1974 afler 4
his musical carcer took on another aspect
the BBC, appearances with

the Royal Albert Hal,

band concerts

providi

Conductor with
y orchestras at
presening massed

His anecdotes and descriptions of unusual events experienced
B

as an adjudi
conductin

well as a scrious

Eastbourne where he

enscmbles and conducts h.m« on the town's famous band
stand during the summer

Jimimy Howe spent three years as a kriegic, mostly at Stalag
VIIIB, but also at Stalag 11D near Berlin

to be a propaganda camp. As a non-combatant
repatrated in 1943, Those years

important to him and many will remember his Reunion
Concerts at Croydon in aid of service charities, including
ours. Our own impressario, Vic Gammon, gained much of his

expertise from Jimmy Howe and worked with him. Jimmy
was made an horiorary member of the Association which, this
book makes clear, he regarded as a signal honour. My most
vivid memory of Jimmy is when he played the last post at
Vie's funeral

Page

1 read the book non-stop from London to Melbourne and
regreted tha there was not more of i

A Condcto’s Jouney s sl fom the ator 4 cot
Of £11.74 including packing and postage. The address s:-

34 Pshley Road, Eastboume, BN20 $DY

ESCAPE TO FREEDOM
An Aiman's i ofCapurs Excape &
By Tony Johnson (Leo Cooper L19.

Tony Johnson is lucky to have a publisher as well known as

and
(Canadian) Squadron. His characteisation s il oo
One doesn't necd photographs to picture the me  his
i T T 1 ] Dl e
author conveys the fears of the sprog, & e
Sights below and around him, in vry ively pro

On 16 April 1943 Tony's crew set aut to bomb the IG Farben
plnt o Ludwigshafen, They were convinced ha they were
decoys for the main force, which went on to Pilsen. Crippled
by flak, the Wimpy went into a screaming dive from which
the skipper extricated it. He managed to control the aircraft

allow the crew 1o bale out, but perished
valiant effort 1o get away but was soon
ered lorry with the

ough
himself. Tony
caught and found himself i

The author describes his experience at Dulag Luf from which
e was sent to Stalag Luf 1 at Barth, Life there was much the
same for Tony s for the rest of us, but i
is always interesting 10 read how other people settled into
1943 Tony moved 10 K L
o, epecially
Lag

Kiegie life. In October T
Heydekrug,

when he write

His narmative has occasional
about activitiesin the adjoining A
These are unimportant but he takes artstc licence a ltle too
that Grimson's remarkable escape over
Jan in July took place at Barth in October.

far when he claims
the wire from

marvellously
kricgies

K lies in its

The real strength of the boob
Run up the
allingbostl, the

prigers
went on to spend 28 years in the
asa Deteetive Superintendent

Essex Constabulary retiring

A founder member of the Regional Crime Squad, he fed an
cxcing e Perhaps s et book il cover that perid of
His presnt bok g
fscinting s

v

s lie hat it would make a




PAUL HILTON CGM

Paul Hilton, w ho died ged 80 i Octobe, s  very o
man. Few people knew that he n avarded the
Coiegiotos CalEy Medal e e b T 5493
Savmon ot Fo e atached 15t by ok e by
three nightfighters on the Essen raid of 2-3 June 1942, With
e engites o, one on fio and e aiat adly
damuged, Pul gave the order to ble out. Fourof e all
(€O crew did so but the flight engineer’s parachute was
bt o pitle b
for him to jump. Paul then attempted the impossible —
crash-land his Halifax over unknown terrain at night. He
thought he could see a river below and decided t atterpt a
landing o it,but it was not a river but a village in Bel
He got the Halifux down somehorw, but hit a hou
one wing. He ise open the hatch and cl
out. His only injury was a seratch on the nose. A Gemman
soldier appeared immediately. The Halifix was buming and
Paul could not convince the man that it was going fo blow up
any minut.
danger. Paul a

managed to pr

Temtnd of heivar

Pal's postoar sory s sheey sagi. Ho fooed de
Havilland Aircraft a5 an apprentice and became a stress
o 1 pinis s
lis own. company. with
T e el By e
Rad. His sim vas 1o buid lsborstory equpment for
teaching purposes. He designed and built a subsonic ram
engine and tested it and other engines of his own design using
T Rover 'kt on v Welted Byipety e moved
first to Eastleigh and then, as his business expanded,
Horsebidga i at King Semborme. Ho sl Whorioy
neering departments of universitis all
early Kriegie we published a picture of
Paul with one of the model jet ¢ built o scale and
erfect in every detail, he made for training on jet engines. In
1993 he received an_ honorary doctorate from Brighton
Universityin recognition of his work for engineering training.

cngios. Among ot i e
ablishet

Paul was bom in Malay
mother died

and educated in England. His
in Japanese hands in Sumatra, after being moved
from camp to camp. His father was imprisoned in Changi.
Gillian, whom he married in 1968, wishes o join the

list of widows who wish o continue

Association’s grow
their involvement with us.

THE LAST ESCAPE
The Untad Sty of Alled rsoners
¥ 1944 - 45
bl & Tony Rennel
Penguin/Viking £20

£ domn

servedly Radio 4's Book of the Week, this

1egaried b the definitive account of Prsoners of War i the

last days of Nazi Germany. Dagply rescarched and full of

information of which few of us had any idea, The Last
s one of those rare books — 2 work of scholarship

s ke a thrller. Page-turning s compulsive. T
witng of the two authors blends
which i writing what,thot

that you don’t know
Dozens of exkriegics have been interviewed, letters
diaries scrutinised, Imperial War Muscum tapes liste
and offcial documents researched. The authors have drawn
on many pesoal acounis by, amon ot Vi

h Mogg), Richard Passmore

Commbers Rober Kee and i Pt

well as numerous biographical and historical works. Most of
the text, however, s taken from primary sources

Gammon,

T book is beautifilly put together, with descriptions of the
various  forced

chronicles of wha
corridors of power of allthe warring countris. Was massacre
likely? Should pararoops Bosiatints Bt

The German discussions on the subject make interesting
reading.

Because John Nichol was a PoW himself, though in s

dvancing armics,
Jation and the despair. The emotions of the

matched with the words of politicians who were

it T e i e W e (S

puling his smll s d e ook gives copent ressons

this as best symbolising our Kri

oot et R T

produced a andeome volame.  canot ecommend i book
igh!

MOONLESS NIGHT
By B.AJimmy’ James
Cooper - Pen & Sword £19.95

s Night aas fist published in 1962 by Wil
Kimber and again Sentinel Publishing. Leo
Cooper has now bR i
deserves it more than Jimmy James. I reviewed the book in
1983 and 1995 s0 1 will not do so again.

Briefl, Jimmy,  regular officer, was shot down in a 9
Squadron Wellington on the night of 5/6 June 1940,

WISHING ALL OUR READE

He was an inveterate escaper and, following his capture in the
Gireat Esc: one or two other
survivors 1o Sachsenhausen Concentration camp, from which
the group also escaped.

ape;was sent with Wings Day and o

He s still involved with Sachsenhausen, being the British
representative on the Sachsenhausen Inemational Committee

In my view, Moonless Night is the best account of PoW

expericnces so fr writen. I is unlikely t0 be surpassed now
Not only is it exciting and inspiring, it is beautifully writen,

often with a touch of poctry — a work to treasure.

oy

S A VERY HAPPY CHRISTMAS AND PROSPEROUS NEW YEAR
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