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THE CHARITIES

“The Trustees of the Royal Air Forees Ex-POW Association
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i

o ol A Fore o of e A,. b

The They are
Air (um..mm Chais Clke (et and Chaiman. Wi
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The other mermbers of the Committ are Squadron Leader Bob

North Wales), Pet
Smallbone and Bernard

faon. Audior and Des Yor
Women' Lisison Group,

wge is esponsle for the

g i e et mae A s O e
able o cll on them.
he Lary Stary Menwrisl Fnd (s reistrsd, chariy)
i  wlniedyoung muscians, mosly e s
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GOOD TURNOUT

Last year we seemed to be losi
has been splendid. Visits to RAF Henlow and RA
including Bob Ankerson, Robbie Stewar,

a thriller writer and TV commentator)

o and e sked membors ke aneffr ke At o v s eponse
F Stafford were oversubscribed.
John Peers 1 Toli Nichel (v, by the way s apdly making a e T imself

‘Twenty marched on Remembrance Sunday,

Unfortunately, their own Gulf Chapter reunion coincided with our AGM this year. Neverthel ss, Bob Ankerson went out of his

way 10 attend the AGM, though he could not stay for lunch.

i o 08 Ak 5 e 32 O 7
distance, this was very pleasing. And, after trying out other ven
mebecs wer anabk o say for ioch

and the Committee s espet

cach of the two previous years. Considering age, llness and in many cases

re all glad to be "home” again a the RAF Club. Thiricen

cially grateful o them for making the ffort 0 atiend the AGM.

Strangely, the. was also 52, guests (mostly

CARICATURE PRESENTED

One guest was Michacl Maw, son of that redoubiable characte,

affectionate paragraphi
presented him

it a caricature of his father drawn by Henri Picard in St

‘Wing Commander Roger Maw about whom there is an

No Time for Fear. Michael was found through Batch's ‘Can You Help?" and at the lunch Charles Clarke

alag Luft 3 in 1943, Batch has also located a daughter of

FiLLtMarcus Marsh, also caricatured by Picard. She, 00, will be presented with the drawing on an appropriate occasion.

KEEPING THE LINES OPEN
In the last issue I suggested that there might not be another
Kriegie, but once again | have chosen to use the forma. Phil
Poits has gamely volunteered to produce o Net

ideniify need and keep the

men's Ligison Group keeps in touch with

sand. The 1998 accouns appar in his e While ve
cannot emulate erfuly regular Newsletter, we do
the lines are

feel we are mp..,« ‘members in the picture
always open.C

‘THE KRIEGIE TROPHY

he 1998 Krcge Trophy, avardd by the Associaion or
the most outanding ATC cadt, was won by Caet
Corporal Tames enkin of 1300 Squadron ATC, Sutton i
ik, Nots. it Comnodors Qo Chks and Wing
‘Commander Dave Bernard made the presentation.

The trophy is held for a year by the winner's squadron.
Cadet Corporal Jenkins, who received a copy of Vic
Gammon's No Time for Fear, s bent ona flying careet - but
with the Army.

CAMP COMMENTARY

In s Daiy Teegraph column o monts b, e
edoubtable W..Desies menioned tha e ad been s 3
o of The Catp il infamous puliction o

i toq many Mg comite T e 24
Mity 1942. Th contens re decrbed, the weekly milary
vs s s the

Hiow

been scanned for any
b RS e R ey
CAN YOU HELP?

Inquiries are really Batch's department these days. However,

had a personal request from Phil Chinnery,
Nevleter o, Naina - Prsoer o War Association,
which I should like to print. He is anxious (o track down
WIO Thomas Henry Arthr Suton (146957) of 620
Squadron, Bomber Command. Sution lef Stalag 4B on 27

here is a seven-page file on his exploits in the
P Recond O, Do 5 anyone have any idea of his
whereabouts, if he is stil alive?

M. Chinnery has located the son of Wing Commander
Johnny Baldwin, shot down during the Korean War whilst
flying an F-86 for the USAF. The MOD insist he was killed
in the crash but a prisoner in a Chinese jail, who was
repatriated n 1954, was told that he was alive. It i hoped to
rise the matter, and others concerning missing men. with the
Prime Minister.




RECCO REPORT

ALEX KERR of aur West sl bah bas bocome

bt o
et the Daty b that e casngdisass i ulured
praws hroughout e world.” The company has sso
s G P
Two other companics, one engaging in prawn cultur, the
other continuing biotech rescarch, are on the drarwing board
Alex travels widely in Asia but still manages golf a couple
of times a week.

HERBERT WALTER BRADLEY - "Brad" to many - was
50 on 4 July 1997 and, having had a stroke the previous
November, decided (0 give up the nursing home he has been
running for some years and, more significantly, (o retire
from the post of Musical Director of the famous Leeds Girls
Cho, one of many choirs he has conducted over countlss.
years.In Germany Brad's musical activiies were - i s not
to0 much to claim - vital (o our well-being. They arc
acknowledged in Vic Gammon's No Time for Fear. Several
kriegie colleagues were among man friends who attended a
party in Blackbur Hall, Rothwell, near Leeds and
contibuied to the compuir presened o him on hat
occasion. Brad is able o produce musical arangements
through the computer. He s also writing a bool

Last year, the Editor visited his native Australia,primarily to

attend the 460 Squadron Reunion in Melbourne. OId
kriegies who atiended included CHAS LARK, KEVIN
GROVES 4ad_ GORDON LAKE. Gordon

mber, was singled out for a chat with the Duke of
Edinburgh a the Buckingham Paace garien pary during
the 1995 reunion. GORDON STC ¢hose excellent
book Flak and Barbed Wire was recently published, was
also there

After the Reunion six old kriegies and their wives lunched at
the Melboumne Cricket Club, DAVID WARDILL, an MCC
member, hosted the gathering. JUM FALKINER, GEORGE
KIRK. ALAN SCANLAN (who made the twip from
Newestle, New South Wales), LLOYD CLARK and CAL
YOUNGER chewed aver old times. David still puts in the
moming a s sockbroker' ofice and Jum s il faming
few hundred acres at Moriac near Geelong. Geors

i indifferent health for several years but ms

help of wife Jan, 10 get abou.

In Sydney ALISTER BENN laid on another mini.reunion at
s club. Present were GORDON LAKE (with whom Cal
and Dee were staying). ALAN SCANLAN,
SHANNON AND DOUG HURDITCH. Reg, who suffercd
a stroke recently, was accompanied by his son. Doug
Hurditch, shot down as a Sergeant, retired after a
distinguished career in the RAAF with the rank of Air Vice
Marshal. He now lives in Canberr.

Il ol NSO BB, gt
member of the Association, Fred emigrated 1o Australia
Soon afe the War, ook pat i the Woomers projet then
worked for the Weapons Rescarch Establishmen.

On a nostalgic rip to Belgiom & fow years ago, Fred visited
a family who helped him after he was shot down. They
presented him with one of the two wedding dresses made.
from his parachute. Two gils in the family had a double
wedding and some passing Germans stopped o form a
‘guard of honour,ltle knowing where the brides' gowns had
come from.

RON ind MARY DAMMAN offered e customary warm

o runs an ostrich farm and Anna who
makes and sells a range of her own seafood sauces which
she delivers personally o restaurants and shops, travelling

many mies p the Queeniand cosst. M

GODFREY LODER.
Margaret_enjoys good health - Margaret is virtually
bedbound - but Godfrey's laugh is a infectious as ever and
Margarets cheerfolness an inspization.

IACK CASSIDY died in Apil 1997 snce when his
daughter, Helen T Leicester has kept in

T parsls o I BT S

(Australian) Squadron. The  wireless
Lancaster, Jack was on his y
20721 1944 when the Lanc. was attacked by a nightfighter
“The skipper held on long ¢nough for the crew to bale out,
but lost his own lfe. The flight engineer apparently hit part
of the airframe and also was killed.

Jack studied accounaney in Germany and leamed, some

player. He played golf and tennis unil hs finl illness

Our auditor, BILL BLOXHAM, has just undergone surgery
and has come outof it very well. Moreover, the tumour that

coud v become i reaening s been deslt with i
(i and Bl epctud 10 ke & o recvery: He s
1l our good wishes.

Puge Thee




After the lunch at the Melbourne Cricket Club
(Standing) Alan Scanlan and David Wardill (Seated) Jum Falkiner, Lioyd Clark and Cal Younger

Included in the list of new members are CAPTAIN
HHBRACKEN RN and LT.COL.P.SPOONER. Both have
been made honorary members of the Association, to their
deight and ours. With GROUP CAPTAIN ALEC INGLE

‘and there will be no let-up. Py

BILL GOODMAN'S change
astory behindit. A former senior police officer, he has spent

also listed here, has

much of his time in Ausiralia in the last ifteen years. With
his companion since 1984, the widow of his Ausiralian
d'a great deal. In 1997 the pair

ety U
deteetive Sergeant and an amateur boxing coach. Bill was in

s change of address. It is 1o be hoped
that before 100 long, they will be together again.

VIC CUTTLE remembers the actor Donald Pleasence
playing in “The Amazing Dr.Cliterhouse” at Stalag Luft 1
Barth in late 1944, "He then had a lot of wavy hair and was
‘much slimmer.” Vie writcs. That could be s of a good many
of us. Vic wonders if anyone el recalls the sinister actor

‘The cartoon Precision Bombing - 1939 s the work of TOM
COOKSEY who says it s "a sample of my twisted sense of
humour”. It is ot twisted in my book. Tom says he has
always had a love of the old bi-planes. He became a flight
<t el e e i i
0 swing the p
On one occasion, s he pulled down 10 get compression, the
prop "kicked back” and sent him into a back
wisccracking Chiefy told him, "Cooksey, you practise
aymnastics n the gym, not on the irfield.”

PugeFour

CAPTAIN GEMOULTON-BARRETT, one of our
members, who lives at Hobe Sound, Florida, has sent
cutingssboutthe opening of the Narional PO Muscum on
the infamous Confederate Prison camp at
. The Museum was opened on 9 April

1998 by Sentor John McCan who wa, for more than ive

Museur honours some 800,000 American prisoners of war
fromihe Revolution o the Persian Gulf War.

JACK LYON has sent a page from the Cornish Guardiar

“The newspaper s helpi & 54000 0 tht 180 newiy

o A o Wit M HAT il ppesig

Newquay, can be recorded in a Book of

Remembrance, compiled ten

w inthe ancient church of SI. Eval, contains

forgotten” names were found by Frank

Harper, an amateur historian who completed 35 Pathfinder

Ops . On the same page is an article by Harper about Dennis

Cochran, one of the fifty murdered afer the Great Escape.

Cochran was on a U Boat patrol in a Whiley from St. Eval
when it was shot down by a JUSS on 8 October 1942,

hecrow, all NCOs excpt octn who was he WoplAg,
s o el o e e
er is an haracter who A

Harper has devored all his time and energies, and a lot of
e R eRE bt Sn R
Tost in World War I1. He is "always ready o help relatives
and others hoping to obiain news of men killed or missing.’

1o quote Jack. Harper began his research on the missing
‘names about six years ago and initially received litle help
from the authorities.

Jack sclls i Davies's e o simen's memri
was realised in spite of ack of assistance or encour
tstands nowon Plymouth Hoe.




RAF COSFORD AND ALBRIGHTON VILLAGE
TWO BELLS FUND

In the 60 years since the opening of RAF Cosford many
thousands of people have passed through both the Station and
the village of Albrighton. The village community and the
ever-changing

excellentreltions.

both communities could participate was

approprite way 1o celebrate RAF Cosford's diamond

A commemorative book, to be contained in a specially built
cabinet, is o be displayed in the church. It will record the
names of service people and civilians,including. residents of
Albrighton, who have passed through Cosford. A special
section of the book, it is hoped, il be reserved. for ex-POWs
repatriated through the Cosford 106 Personnel Reception
Centre. That does depend on the degree of interest shown by
exkriegies or thei relatives

There is (0 be, also, a stained ghass window incorporating the
crest of RAF Cosford.

Finally, two bells, suitably inscribed, are to be added to the

church tower - in time, it is hoped, o be rung on January 1st
2000.

A minimum donation of £ will ensure that a person's name

and detis are rcorded orposteiy. Contibtions Shold b

sent 0: "Two Bells Fund", Bracklea, Shaw Lane, Albrighton,

Shropshire WV7 3DS. Give your full name, ite and address

ind dtails of you socation (speially i) with RAF

‘Cosford/Albrighton. Please note that the Fund is  registered
arty

PRECISION BOMBING
i ~1939

GREAT : DOCUMENTARY PLANNE]
Jacqui Mitchell, of United Productions - HTV West, writes: “I
m keen to make canact wih 55 many fomer POWs 33
possble who wers n g Luf 11t the time of the

so-called ‘Great Escape' - ic. in 1943/

e programme we re planning will be an attempt 0 tell the
real story about what happened there and also convey what it
was like 0 be a POW. What were the men's atitudes - and
feings tovards being capursd nd ovarts i fo_ gt
home? Was escaping seen as one's duty? Was it much more

ngerous 10 be 4 POW e he Great Excape? How much
ontact was there with MI9? What were the German guards
like - were any of them friendly?

1f anyone wants o talk o me about these subjects (even if
they don't want 1o be in the final programme). their help
would be very much appreciated

The addressis: The Factual Deparimen, Urited Productions,
The Telvison Cense Bath Road, Brisol
Telephone s 0117972 2570. Ms Mitchel's extension s 2570

A recent book, The Men of the Great Escape by
Dt o et i B retary of
the Bomber Harris Trusi, Don Elliow, QC, 14650
Chinguacousy  Road, Cheltenham, Ontario, LOP 1CO
CANADA

ANAD.
BBC LOOKING FOR STORIES

Members will have received a BBC mailshot regarding a new
seis el PRIVATE INVESTIGATIONS, T BBC wil

wide range of problems, issues or mysteries.
Ty A1 e e 1 ity W
discover the circumstances of a failure o reurn.




ALEXLEWIS

The Reverend Canon Alex Lewis died on 25 October last
v Do sl
Service of the incomparable Dixie Deans and late took partin
his memorial service at St. Clement Danes.
After leaving school in Bangor, Alex became a printers ap-
prenic bt joned th RAF hory fte va boksout and
trained as a Wop/AG. On a gardening operation on 17/18 May
1942 the 149 Squadron Suling in was flying
crashed on a illide in Denmark. The whole crew were taken
prisoner.

In Germany Alex's printing experience was put to good use,

both by the Escape Committee and, more legitimately, by the

it enusprseses. He s pemuded o ake purt in 3
parade and was voled MissHeydekrug 1945. He had

e

in good stead in his church life when he produced plays and

‘musicals with young people and other local o

showbiz stood him

From 1956 to 1989 Alex Lewis was vicar of StAm's
Bethesda. A man of many parts, he was Rural Dean for fficen
years and was a Canon of Bangor Cathedral. For twenty years
e did Meals on Wheels and, good citizen that he was, served
on Caernarvonshire County Councl. He was 1150 Chaplain to
the Britsh Legion and the local RAFA
reirement at Culceth, his health was failing but he supported
his wife Ceridiwen in her charity work and his enthusiasm for
helping people never waned. Their son Peter is Commanding
Officer of RAF Station Benson.

In recent years, in

PEGGY JENNER
Maurice But pays tribute o an "oustanding lady

Peszy 10 Al Jnner st Py sppching ceuh

nple eratitude for th ars of their

randctildeen and for

eie family., they had

e i S

and in Canada and were actve in the East Anglian branch of
the Association.

Pgey i he begining of Jmaryand on e S sy
some hundrd popl atended  tansgiving sri i
Matthews, Thope,at which et viear,the Reverend Caron
Absham spke of e manyatvies ebots. She was
in cusaning ady who e by Chriianpriniples o

o0d for others without fuss, s0 thal the pattern of her givin
W rcogisad eny a the e of er e, We Mgl were
lucky 10 have known her, for her smile radiated strength and
encouragement to us all.

TED CHAPMAN

Froably our oldest member, Ted Chapman s i i his

i i s et
1941 b ok “naty o Bvlogne

s spoted and
pryyondeaseliinlintan ol
et vt il it ook i
His story appeas in Vic Gammon's splendid “Nor All Glory™

MARCEL ZILLESSEN

n of & German businessman who owned a textle mill
in Bradford, Marcel Zillessen, who died in January, became a

e elacement il earin  napy ki i, He was
e and never et on that he spoke
e e Sl S Gy
e i wih Wiy, bt e dr s e e e e
ey sent in a naked bionde but h
x he was
scape Commi .m Pl e ames
s o I T o R 150 s
the qune for the unnel when the ballon went up and
ed 0 get back to his own room. Returming t0 the textile
At i et | S e e i of e
‘away restaurants in the North East. He leaves  widow, Lyn,
and Four sons.

PERCY CARRUTHERS DFM

Percy Carruthers, who died on 7 November 1998, was

charismatc characi vho vas loved and dmird byl who
+w him. He was a founder member of "Kriegie Cal

sk Sirkoirg s Cuietin g

up the road". These days al old kriegies are welcome.

As Chairman, Percy was invariably at Sywell where, based on
the Aviator Hotel, Kriegie Call has its annual reunion. In
wartime there was an Elementary Flying Training School at
Sywel Peey s produced a newseter,photoopied from

reckons Percy is  hard act o follow.

ety Camaeswas s Blirs (sl b o i
rt Air Force. operating in 1942 when Rommel was

iy e e st s TR it B e

raids on targets ike Benghazi but soon afterwards was jumped

by a swarm of ME109s and had to bale out from a disintegral-

ing aircrafl. In December 1945 h

Dispatch for Distinguished Service.”

ance Percy. with his wife Jean, ran a hotel for som

Jean was aiso much involved in Kricgic

continving as Treasurer.

Call and is bravely

REMEMBRANCE SUNDAY 1998
Members responded to our pleas for a better attendance on
led as usual by Dave
h,in

delighted 1o have four Gulf
Ankerson, Robbie Stewart, Johi
usual, Batch handed our wreath to the Britsh Legion officials
t he Cenotaph a we marhed st And s umal, oo he
cameraman pointed his camera another way as we
i Dt et
and siep ightend. Despe the absence o Gram il
ensures that we keep in step, we passed the saluting base in
o0 oxder, Out Honorary Mermber the Duke of Edinurgh.
took the salut.




THE MAN

Mention of the Bomber Harris Trust on anather page reminded
accumulated over the years. Members may remember some.
British Bombing Survey Unit's postwar report

y the work of the controversial zoologist, Solly (Lord)

I
Forces and wasfequendly a odds with Churchill, Harrisand ther commanders

newspaper
Which agued thetHartossategy ek mocaly wroog g andanyw

me of some iner
ticles carly in

sting picces in the vast amount of material I have.
1998 in which i vas reveld hat The
y ineffec

3 actbmme e vae SHBANE Ktvi e Atied Wl

Ahough e Report b ot s publ et t i besnavaibleoisra s of whom dergredHans wd i te

Bomber Command. Vie Gammon's maste

rch has.

ffons of
confime thr, I Fct,

terpice
Bomber Command dasically redvced productionn G

s lurgely prompted by his determination (0 set the record straight.

any and diverted one third

10k utpo o APl i o g g, i epseio o Sy o 1

In my files, also, was a letter from Peter Tomlinson, writien
nearly ten years ago following the BBC's showing of Bomber
that he was probably "better qualified to
 on this great man than anyone now living

Hartis. He wrote
throw

At the beginning of the war Peter Tomlinson was appointed
Harris's pilot and personal assistant, "I was with him for two
and lived in his officil residence

at T became part of it and was mu

ke 10 be Golather to hir nevly bor
i i all day and en
p insight into
ely kind man sense of humour
and aliking for practcal ol a wonderful raconteur

unid b vast Kncwledgs of s and wha it wasal about

Working

“m» had a g

‘When Harris et 5 Group to become Deputy Chief of Air
Staff, Tomlinson went on ops., was shot down and sper
early four yearsin Germany. Afier the war he rejoined Harris
and fatr they travelled together o South Africa where they
founded  shipping company. From the age of 23 Tomlinson
was closely associated with the great man until the death of
Harris i 1984,

Tomlinson wrote of his delight and that of Harrs's daughter
the albatross of Dresden has at

Jast been hung round the necks of Churchill and Stalin, w

i righuly Although Churchill allowed him o

with the BBC film because

here

belonged

can" for Dresden, Harri's loyalty to Churchill never
allowed him o i back

Shortly before Harris died. Peter Tomlinson managed to get

ords: "I got the order to Bomb Dresden from
checked with the Air Ministry and they
10 be bombed. We bombed it and
all tned ther backs on i,

on tape these wo

isenhower. |
confirmed that it was
thereafter they
Personally,

1 have always enjoyed the story of the Flight

10 a diaibe of complain then interi
Whom Yo are pedbing?® "o, reponded the Flght Lieut
Harris told_him, whereupon he asked

question. When Haris said he had no idea of the idenity of
s caler, the Flight lieut. said "Thank God!" and hung up.
Luckily, you could not dial 1471 in those days,

Harris the same

=

EAST ANGLIANS GET TOG!
Maurice Butt reports on the Branch's

ER
Spring Gathering.

The East A h gathering a the 14th Century Rose
and Crown, March, enjoyed an excellent
meal, thanks to some discerning planning by Joe Hil

n Brar

Snetisham, on 3

was g00d 10 see "new” faces from "round the comer” - as
Norfok folk say of peopl fving n Lincolnshie. Leslie and
Betty Ford were warmly wel Ve wers il ielghed
{hat oux Presiest, Charids Cake,esccead by SecrtaryJoin
gie Endso, aied up t0 Ki
Cross ol e thras, Each wak prsenicd

e 4s an East Anglian (oken of our
“Altogether, twenty-four

Banficld and Treasurer D

pped swe
people attended.

From Cambridg

hire came Charles Dallas, Don and Marjorie
and the boomeran

brigade, Henry Wagner and David
and Barbara Denchfield, who hate i for more
through the AIf Jenner and Len m i epreseniod
Noroich,with many quips about regi e and talli stores
too. It was a chan Deryk Polley not involved with his
clarinet for our entertainment; both he and Ma

joying a well-carned rest, having organiz
functions for the Branch in the past.

Gray

et

Our host, Anthony Goodrich, and his s@ff provided mouth
watering fare for this memorable mini-reunion.

NORTH WEST AND NORTH WALES BRANCH
Meeting at Barton Airport Eddie Scott Jones writes:
We were privileged to have as our guests at Barton Airport on
25 February, Air Commodore Charles Clarke and John
Banfield, respectively President and Hon. See. of the parent
Association.

Lan v served a 1230 dring which Ces 1 i

were able to meet the m in many cases being able (0 it

e B g i e ol

time, all 100 soon, for our guests o leave. Our Hon Sec.

e B o aking e bl vl

In reply. id it had b ant

everybody

togther He added tht we al seemed in ood shape and

wished u il god luck i the futre. Ou Vice Cheman
orman Jones, prescated the visitors with copies of The

ity of Boson lort

Charles occasion meeting




CATERPILLAR CLUB

In the last issue Batch
Association members (0 Irvin Aerospace Ld.

Caterpilar Pin replacements were.
a8 now bn informed of e prics:

an account of 4 visit by ten
at Letchworth
given but Batch

eplacement gold pin £38
Replacement slver giltpin £15
Pins are engraved with your name and the rank you held at the
e you qualif for sy ofthe Caepla Cb. I
you ae appying for o new pin, send u cheque for the
.myvmwmle moun, bl 0 nin s
J Adams, The Catepilr Clu Iy o L,
il Way: Lewwor, Her, SG5 1EU. ke sure you
e the dae it you saved your e by parachue
Batch reports tht the Irvin company can no longer entertain
‘groups of vistors, so theten members were lucky
BOOKS
The Association s still able to obtain books at discounted
prices and Batch recently circulated a note of available ites,
with an order form., We have discontinued the title The
Interrogator following critcism of the content
One of our members will supply copies of Beware of e Dog
War ~a 358 prge opriion! iy nd Wsory of 49
‘Squadron, Special prices quoted below include postage paid
(vommally &4 plus s donaton of £ 0 Assocation mmh for
every copy sold. K was reviewed in the April 1998
s B v et i el
thought it "possibly the best Squadron history I have scen.
Orders for this book should be sen to Batch with a cheque for
£2295 (UK) £30 (Overseas) payable 10 the RAFs Ex-POW
Association.
WALL SHIELDS now cost €25 for dispatch in this country,
£27f they are going overseas.
WE ARE NOW ON THE INT
The RAF Ex-POW Asso
et Anyone who hs s 0 computcr ket he
Inemet iy, inds 1 Kie urfers) can look at
our webiefom anywlere i he ork i tho followiog
Sdvens its apporenly very importan o gt this cxactly
Fihty: hip:/eespace vingiocteank baskehpage19 bl

RNET

Our page has been produced free of charge by 207 Squadron
RAF Assaciation, and is dedicated 0 the 171 members of that
5 Group squadron who were POW. It was launched with our
official approval during September. We hope that his venture
Il generate some atention among the many who use the
Intemet who have interests in aviation and the history of
conflc i the air, It will o, we Hope, b ofnerest 0 hose
a POW in thei famly. 207l st nearly
their own website since they
March 1998 and they have had some
interesting feedbac
Ourpge veysimply explins b ut Asocationcame oy
ind what we do. It shows our
s at Sagan and
pays ribute 1o Dixie Deans, our first President. Visitors who
wish t0 get in touch are given our Secretary’s address o can
send an email, We will keep you posted.

RCAF MEMORIAL MUSEUM,TRENTON

On  ecent it oo iend, e Morion, t Don il
Ontario, Nita, Jean and 1 managed a trip 10 the splendid
e e e
former RCAF base at Trenton.

Howsed i roomy bangas sac,he b, iy o World,
e, recall the outstanding exploits

Pl b

M, who is sil greatly missed by kriegies

‘Atlanic. Don's courageous sctiviies with

401 Squadron Spitfires are well represented, his medals and

memorabilia having been donated by Jean in memory of her

life-long buddy. The ircraft types and the squadrons in which

enflw s ighligh, Havingflown n s

4 ight enginee, | was specilly iterested in the progeess

nade i e estormionof . ormer 64 Squadron i I
which, with ks human the only survivor

shot down and ditched in & Norwegian lake whilst dropping

supplies to the Norwegian Resistance in 1945

ity year, the Halia vasrisd rom  depth of 00
feet and s in 4 r state, unlike

Bristo Hereules engin, which broughtback memoris of my

Halton experience.

Bill Bloxham

7

Bill with the Bristol Hercules engine.




DAYSTO CHRISTMAS

a3
A human record of

(Price

“This is a stnning book, a triumph for both author and
publisher. It has come late, for it was nearly published ten or
fwelve years ag, bk he des ol rough. Thst explis why
the Foreword was writien by James A, G. Deans. It is o
i e e e R
ThePrisonerof Wacan s i of purgatory where men
expiate the sin of being captured.” He goes on o analyse
e e e
of it military character and survives because it reverts (0 a
civilan way of e

In February 1943, Alan Mackay, a traince journalist pre-war,
decided to give the community 4 newspaper. His moiive was
panly o ssuag bis own boredom b, mrs importanty. o
counter the rumour mongering that pervaded the
compound a1 Saeg Lufl 3, On 15 Febmary the Sl
wentup on a wall, It was 313 days to Christmas and from then
Daily Recco, as it was named, always carried on its

masthead the number of days to Chrstmas " a daly mess:
of hope’

Fifty issues of The Daily Recco which survived (an intriguin
story in tsel) are reproduced in the book, the pages of which
measure 11° by 9". No doubt these will appeal most o the
original readership, but all old kriegi
fascinating and will wonder at the structure of the community
in which they lived. For wives and families whose husbands
and fathers have been reticent ll these years, this book will
il in many gaps.

s will find them

Alun Mackay weaves his own story with that of the Recco.
The two are intertwined. Mackay spent most of his lfe in
journalism and his professionalism is evident. His writing i &
delight, clean and flowing, his descriptions of the camps and
the lfe within them vivid and accurate. Many Recco stories
not actually reproduced are printed and the immediacy is
gripping, more even than a diary because less subjective

RN & S T A

appalling standard of sensational journalism
camp, the bro

rporing war news Mackay and bis codior, Bil Bhe
had 10 tread carcflly. German fuses were short and there
ol b Hintof orces e s KgaTOws

oad sheet and the tabloid were

It was not long before the Recco ran into touble, The
‘Commandant told Dixie Deans that & camp newspaper would
be tolerated only if politcal sories, war news and relations
with the German saff were

censored,

eschewed and that each issue was
The offending issues which led o this pass,
including war news and Dixie's conflict with the camp.
authorities, are reproduced. The transfer of the NCOs 10
Heydekrug brought about the revival of the Receo, though the
firs issue of the Heydekrug run did not appear until 31
January 1944,

ar and imprisonment by Al
Argyl Publishing - Glendaruel, Argyll PA:
£1699)

3AE Scotland

Tt lasted unil 15t May when, folowing the Recco's report of
the funeral of T/Sgt. Walker, an American shot by a guard
while attempting 1o escape - wearing only shorts and with a

the Germans axed it for good. There
a single special edition reporting the invasion of
o

towel round his neck

e Re red issues ranging from a spat with the
P e
pliies g Sl S & s Keyhe
ihe Great Bcape, nd the et tha folloved,rsd by
rman ffcr to e igicson ppell ¢ Hepdekrag. Trre
e ot of il o ke, il of pare
rainment, clubs and s
g, who had been o g in o prisn G
Conae, e  account of the cushy U I by Genan
prisoners there. The American airmen by the
Japanese as published. One wonders how that got through
‘or was it a subtle threat

mal v, oot oncamp e

exceution of

“There was a football “tpster” (Captain Victor), even weather
repors,ud Fromhe Mnleg sl offsintin e

special edition of February 1943 gives an account o
o e R ol e
s shot; his condition was s to be "not serious” but he died
afew days later

The "Wanted" o
shorts (waist 32°
36" Did he man ik e was the nly o 10
is n0 aspect of camp ife which i

L
ot an exercise in nostalgia, but it brings to

and the bad, that resulted in the
comradeship we enjoy today

Jumn yields some gems: A new pair of khaki

own existence, the good

1Y STORY
I Leamed the Hard Way
By Ken Brown

Ken did not write his story for general publication, thinking
only of family und friends. But he can supply copies 0 anyone
interested for £7.50, costprice. I is worth the money.

Ken started out s taince pilot, knew it was not for him and
scrubbed himself. He remustered as a navigator and his
description of his training at Bridgnorth and West Freugh is
interesting. Pos Squadron, Spilsby, he
made s operuionl debt on Berln, His igth o e
(out of ten ops.) was his swansong. This was on 30 January
e e

ted eventually (0 207

s .W\y ‘with his crew. After an occasional night out in

into the guard's van a5 it moved past. One night someone
unhooked the guard's van.




‘When he baled out, Ken landed in a built up area and was
prompiy drgeed nto an i id sheler where be remained
uncomfortably until the al clar

Fallingbostel and Dulag Luft. He includes photographs taken
on those vsit,

Ken Brown's address is

e 25 Beccheroft Roud,
Suffolk, IP1 6BA

Ipswich

NO TIME R
By Victor F. Gammon
‘Arms and Ammour (Cassell Price: £1699 (h) £1299 ()

This s 1o e {0 Nt Al Glory but pur f th same
brtlant work. Vie was give
publisers

scour 6588 would havo b & giga sk t put e
iR (i

1do not propose 1o teview No Time for Fear, which Sylvia

Gammon saw through to publicaton. Like the first volume, it

is stuffed with fascinating

these s woven nio the sy of e it war
remarksble

mumuguw of Vs

stories of members'experiences and
i of the war
achievement tha

e. The publishers have done an excellent job with the
production; their one filing was to print a measly 1000
hardback copies which disappeared like frost before the sun.
hers e probablysome popetuksin e shops bt you will
icky 10 find a hardback. If you do find any, please buy
I
1oth wianers o the Krlgle Tophy.Sylvia Gammon asa as
some papartacks which he el for e educed price of
£1199, Srangewood. 19 Colonel’s W
Soutborough, Tonhitgs W T4 052

THERE WE WERE.
By B Kemp - Self-published (Price £7, including P&P)

I hundred compact pages Bemard Kemp tlls the story of
s life. He devotes a fow py

and then describes his

Austali, | found the comparison very intetesting,

Observer taining. Having
part of the book concerns his kricgic experiences and Bernard
. He was posted (0
Ouse
i o on 7 Sptnber 1941 he vas
red by a farmer with a shotgun and was s00n on his w
{0 Dulag Luft. Ther followed sojours at Lamscor, Sogan
Heydelmug an Bach, Lienie by th Rusan, Berard
flew home in a Fortress. His story of kriegic

cconomicaland evoctive b, perhaps because | e read s0
many kriegie books and manuscript, fo me the account of is

postwar career is the most interesting part of the book.

He was more or less hijacked back into the Civil Service,
which he had joined just before war was declared. In 1960,
with his wifé and ihree small child sailed from
Liverpool to Aden from where they flew to Nairobi. Bernard
was Assistant Trade Commissioner
the Mau Mau.

These were the days of

His next posting was to Monireal, then for the sake of the
ehildren's education he rewmed to the UK

Of posts until his retirement in 197

fistn Croydon and thenin Derby, h kept himself busy with
voluntary work. Tn all  good lfe.

The st syl is sy and | putilacy i bis

description of testing the de-icers on a Whitley: “The leadin

ige of i wing o themsives ot ok bl
fight

For good measure there are several pocms at the end of the
book, some his own, some not. The quality of the photographs
they

is not brillant but nevertheless they enhance & most agreeable.
ook

The baok may be ordersd from te uthor t 8 Curington
Allesuee, De 2XB (01332 557738),

BEWARE OF THE DOG AT WAR

By Jotn V- ISBN 0953225208 JTe Publicatons.

Price £22.05 (UK) £30 (0'seas). (Sec rference on page §)

John Ward is one of those men born soon after the War who

have been fascinated by the air war and studied it al their
Often they know more than we do. This is the!

ry of 49 Squadron from 1916 (0 1965, It s

n which 49 Squadron has taken
e rom th s bombeerid 1 DFdsfrom La

Rellevae in France on 26 Noveraber 1917 to e disband

on 1 May 1965, The ttl derives from the Squadron crest

leaping greyhound - and the motto Cave Canem

the Dog’

Al
|
Beware of

|

The publshers JoTe are John Ward and Ted Cachart whose
computer wizardry broughi this 558 page volume into being,

The author has also llustrated the book and the jacke i from
one of his own paintings. There are scores of photographs,
many u shade (00 small for sad old eyes.

In the cleven months of is existence in World War 1, 49
Squadron dropped 120 tons of bombs, In 1957 the Squadron,

fying Valiants, took part in the

nuclear tests, carmying rather more effective loads,
War 2 the Squadron flew Hampdens, Manchesters and
Lacar Theathr s don i s arch thoroughly and

Tovingly. Al the familiar raids, the familiar trgets, are here

S i o e B et e
the highlights vividly described. There are monthly statistics
target, sories lown, losses and gongs.
first VC was won by Flight Licut, R.A.B.
PIO E.D. Parker won s George Cr

Christmas Island thermo-
In World

Bomber Command's
(Babe) Learoyd and

s pubishd n 1997, bok has one o i diion
and deserves many more. It is the story of one great RAF
Mquadronand i s e siory of Bormbec Commin.

Also bl shorly n CDRom (FC & M) with FIND
facilities - ideal for rescarchers. £12 (UK) £15 (0'seas)
Prices include pitp




VISITS TO RAF STATIONS
Depie one reios s 1 it cnough membes 1o
visit RAF Stafford (we limited the area on that occasion)

F stmions e sl o ot popli wings for
i September the annual autumn dinner was held at
Henlow and on 4 December Stafford once again was gencrous

visits to RA
members. |

with s hospitality.

Both visits, involvi 1 sy, were ovr-suberbed
and there were disappointments, We are always made much of
i e it
home", s greatly appreciated.
The photograph sbove, conveys much of the enjoyment that
members and wives experienced at Henlow. The Station
Commander, Air Commodore Jones, and the PMC, Wing
‘Commander Walker, and thir wives took the trouble 10 attend
and they stayed late. We were grateful 10 them and to Bob
Ankerson who suggested the evening in the
Vel etpoual o theammngeneat

st place and

/‘ s

o

Stafford has a special place in our affections. We have made
several visis including that which was part of the Warwick
in 1991 Group Captin Bob Dixon, then the Station
Officers' Mess into a
it in being and
improved it 1

memrabili and artifacts

forasledid

o rivae museum with ke

g

i)

ations other

raison détre, had laid on a special exhibition of ther ground

forces support actvites, which we saw in the twilight before

changing for pre-dinner drinks and dinner in the Officers

145 Mot yiond wes sEcommiid 3 s Mes bt thre
was an overflow which went 10 nearby hotel

On Saturday, § December, there was a Remembrance Service
inthe Station Church then  buffet lunch in the Oficers' Mess.
Group Captain Whalley was our much appreciated host

FOR YOUR DIARY

Batch has been to RAF Henlow 1o work out arrangemens for
the dinne
cost are likel

+ on 30 July. This is now a near certainty and the

0 be close (0 those set out in the April
Newsleter, i.. £30 per head for members, £33 for guests.

Wil cost £10 per head. The
occasion i already well-subscribed. Batch will be sending out
full detals, probably before you read this

Overnight accommodation

The Batde of Britain service at Westminster Abbey will be on
19 September
block of tickets,

Unfortunately, we can no longer acquire o

Applications must be sent direct 10 the
Ministry of Defence

On 23 Octaber the traditional autumn "do” will be lunch at the
RAF Club. Cost s £20 per head.

Batch will have tickets for the Remembrance Sunday Parade.
‘Wit o him and do tm outf you possibly can. Iis & moving
The Ottawa Reunion is scheduled for 24720 September. You
may just be able 1o squecze in, (See page |

THE EDITOR THANKS TED CACHART for his expertise
s time and his patience in preparing this isue of The Kr

for the printer, the ever helpful Bob Baldwinson of
Reflections Print Lid




Sauadton Lendr Robic Stcwart's photograph appared on
he il pgeof th st gl e make 10 ap
iming e R e e
our most suporive members. i i e 3 Slsicos by i
Tovely and very clever 21-year old daughtr Kirsy,
g R
College. An acting pilot officer with the London University
Air Squadron, she will tske up a cadetship when she
completes hr degree.

Navigator Robbie has done over 4500 hours in & variety of
aircraft, 1500 of them in the Tornado, Towards the end of last
year he completed his posting as an insructor at Cottesmore.
il Mightna T

OTTAWA REUNION - STILL TIME

Our Canin fiends

members have put dow

\Ammnmmkem_u O

Wednesday 29 Sep

September) for pe

ater extended to 30 Janu

happy 1o aceept applications fr

depositof 100 Canaiandol
of $350 per person to be peid later.

Wher peopc ar foreed o cance. H

e disappointed that so few of our

m members even now

ed, with the balance
will be repaid
conts are extra,

Depori

“The programme, on familir lines is even a wip in a
steam train - i attractive. The firs dey s set aside for
egitaion and getogthers with rfeshments and piano
inment. On the Saturday a bus tour of the city, with a
paed I ot Ay & hos n there will be
er and a show at the Nationl Arts Centre. A Memorial
Service will be held on Sunday. Lunch will be taken at the
City Hall. In the evening there will be dinner and
entertainment a the Raddison Hotel on which the Reunion is
bascd. On Monday. 27 September, there is to be 4 tour of the
Air Museum, with Tunch and a Flying Model Display to
follow - o Snowbids tis time. Dinnee will e in the hoc
The st fll oy is Tesdy. 2 Sepember he day of the
m rainrde. The finalditnerdance will ke plce a he
el Cheekout s on Wednesdy

‘The Reunion Committee have done a good deal with the

Would have 10 be added, For
many members the cost s ikely (o be a deterrent, but his will
almost certainly e the st nemaional euion. O

tin this coun  then the Canadians
Have ha the il rexion bt Qa1 bt s

Members who wish (o book for Ottawa, or require further
information, should write 1o Harold B.Hayes, $85 Plante
Drive, Ottawa, Ontario, Canada K1V 9F3

Betr il it hin  ing on (613733742 o . im on
13,

CALLING ALL KRIEGIE:

The following appeared in the Bomber Command Association
Newsleter:

Would anyone who was taken prisoner whilst flying on
ier Commar 45

Kty flw i the et sogside, Sico then o
R T
Marshonforthe RAFA. Wi it A
tructor. Kirsty
and s utterly charming wite

Tunge mst be vry proud prents.

Page Tweve
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i e e ol S P s o
costly raids on Revigny of JULY 1944,




ATC Cadet of the Year: Corporal James Jenkins holds the Kriegie Trophy presented by Dave Bernard (Ift) and Charles Clarke

WE WELCOME NEW M

Paon ERBROIGENS. o Moo STl Gyl S i ol e 5 Sk
DUNN. nfi oNQ

Sreland
Lktow, o Foa: Rt Ne Nelon, Lancshice, B89 GNS
34 The Croft, South Ruislip, Middiesex, HA4 OSE
146 Tulketh Brow, Ashton, Preston, Lancash

ire PR2 2JE
Hom Member. 3 Broadwar Rise Guldford, Surey, GUI 2LA
D.OOLFORD. 101 Winchester Road, Feltham, Middlesex, TW13 SDT

CHANGES OF ADDRESS - FOR YOUR DIRECTORY.

CArPDALLAN, S St Tarawera Terrace, St Helier, Auckland, New Zealand
ABARRINGTON, Top Flat", Quebec House, Quebec Square, Westerham, Kent TN16 ITD
RovRBEATTIE, (Comeeon) 15 Tudor Drive, Kingion-on-Thanes, E
J.A.CHEESEMAN. Mot st House Hoeston it BRor,Devon EX19 204
A.W.COLE. Pt 1, Hoathkde, 27 Avaion,Lillpu, Poce Dot BHI4 SHT
RCOLES. e ek 57 New Road, Brading 10
RLCOLLIER. Fitzwilliam House, Rooks Street, Cottenham, (m\\budgumw CB45QZ
JECCLES. Wales
HELSOM EO B C is
artindale iverpool LIS 3

WM.GOODALL o5 Shephston R 1 ondonI 70D

192 School Grove, Wihington, Manchester M20 4RY

Highteld Hous el Hi, Carmel, Holywell instive CH 87

Whicktum View, Derion Bur, Newcasieon-Tyne NELS THQ
Souh Wiral L4378

DPFM C Berks. RG4S 61
D.C.SCHOFIELD (Comrection) 48 Chiswick Place, asvoune, BSvssn, BNGT 495

BW SUFFOLK. d Drive, Quedgley, Gloucester GL2 4WL
v 1 ¢ Drive, Orton Waterville, P b, Cambridgeshire PE2 SEU

TWETTON, Call Miguel e Los Santos Oliver S/, Mallora Ballcars Spain
EJWINFIELD. 48 Derby Road, Risley, Derbyshire DE27 38U




WIDOWS’ CHANGE OF ADDRESS:-

s MSCARPENTER Flt24dounton g Mounon Close, Cheptow,Moamoutsire NPS £
Mrs.ELL 42 Peicmvell R, Bary. S lanorg NA
Mo EMLINDRIDG
Mrs. DB SPENCER.
GONEAWAY
BEWLEY Sutton Coldfield sop
Weshpool
Stockpo EGIBBS Vancouver, Canada
Bise Norion WS.GRACZYK Lincoln
Grimsby JW.HENDERSON Gosforth
AAMORTIMOR Worthing DEWARD Braunton
A'SAD FAREWELL TO

JOACKROYD Dewsbury HCBICKELL

Applcross, Ausalia
JNPRENDERGRAST MBE DM Overson
Manitoba, Cannda

WRWILIAMS Prestatyn MEZILLESSEN

AND TO LATE MEMBERS WIDOWS

MrsJ BARLOW Lowestoft MrsNMURRAY Dunedin, New Zealand
MrsP. PARKS Derby

GERMAN PRISONER OF WAR RECORDS

(We are indebied to Mr. Phil Chinnery, Editor of The National Ex-Prisoner of War Association's Newsleter,for the following
picce, which appeared in the spring issue.)

‘We have been tring o determine exactly what happened 10 the records of the German Prisoner of War Information Bureau that
aptured at the end of the war. Apparently, each prisoner had a record card held by the Bureau, which recorded such things.
‘s medical information, wounds when captured, which camps the man passed through ctc.

“Thisis in addition to any record cards held in the individual Stalags. We have been advised these cards were used by the various
ervices' casualty branches to reconcile their records at the end of the war and then transferred by the War office 1o the then

Vinse of ensions

o cards vere e s o il pron ecords s appoprise We bavercetly onated e War e Agncy

and they have confirmed that in the files o disabilty pension; the

Pest ar stored i i achives t Harwood T cse the perse comoemed ke  cla s (e ot

If you would ke a copy of your record card, writ to Mrs. Val Clarke, Customer Services Manager, War Pensions Agency, Room
6202, Norcross, Blackpool, FYS 3WP. Make sur you include your national insurance number.

Page Foueen




ROYAL AIR FORCES EX-POW ASSOCIATION
Abbreviated accounts for the year (o 31 December 1995
INCOME 1998 1997
166 187
264
6686 3158
94 623
Interest received
TOTAL
OUTGOING
Functions and activiies
Priniing
Stationery and postage
phone and sundries
Donations and raffle
Wreaths and flowers
Depreciation (Office equipment)
TOTAL
Surplus/Deficit) for year (5163)
BALANCE SHEET as at 31 December 1998
1998 1997
Tangible assets 3 m
Current assets
Investments
(Market Value £24170) 5000 5000
Bank balances 8808 14861

Stock of books ete 2165 413
Sundry deblor 20 250

Curtent assets 1993 H59m
Less sundry creditor A1 2580

Represented by

Accumulated funds b/t 2109
less(deici/surplus 6163) 15929 21002

Life membership b/t 8
Reccived in year 180

Amortised




THE LARRY SLATTERY MEMORIAL FUND
Abbreviated accounts for the year ended 31 December 1998
INCOME. 1998 1997
Donations received 2 9
Interest received 159 152
Dividends received 20 820
1291 1071

Less: grants made (1800) 1370)

Deficit for year ) %9

BALANCE S
Current Assets

Investments at cost (MV £12440)
Cash at Building Society

Income tax recoverable

‘Sundry Debtor

Net Assets

Representing

Accumulated funds: Brought forward
Defict for year

Balance carried forward

‘THE ROYAL AIR FORCES EX-POW ASSOCIATION CHARITABLE FUND
Abbreviated accounts for the year ended 31 December 1998
INCOME 1998 1997
Donations received 519 254
Interest received 476 469
Dividends received 2050 2030
3045 B
Less: Granis made 3915) (33
Defici for year 370) 682
BALANCE SHEET as at 31 December 1998
Corrent Assets
Investments a cost (MV £31100)
Cash at Building Society
Income tax recoverable:
Sundry debtor
Net Assets
Representing

Accumulated funds:brought- forward
Less deficit for year

Balance carried forward

PageSixen
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