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WHERE DO WE GO FROM HERE?

Peter Skiner carries our

escorted by Squadron Leaders Bob

‘Some months ago, many members received a leter from
Mr.C.FJago, Reunion Organiser and Vice Chairman of
The National Ex-Prisoner of War Association. Mr.Jago

‘given to understand” that our Association no.

under S0 for thee years now. There were many requests
fora venue out of London, 5o the 1997 AGM was held in
Birmingl familiar foces appeared, which
was good, but some familiar ones were missing. Overll,
the numiber atiending was 47, the same as the previous
year. We also opened up the Reunion (o wives but even

that docs not seem to have brought more members along.

The number of members marching on Remembrance
.

appropriate 10 say that the contribution of our Gulf
Chapter o the life ofthe Association has been a real shot
in the arm. Morcover, to have Squadron Leader Bob
Ankerson on the Committee provides us with a wonderful

\ Peter Skinner,

for a long time t0 come.
That i a brave assertion and it has 1o be adited that
there seems to be some falling off of interest in our
activities, Atendance at the AGM and Reunion has been

link I a
our welfare work will be in good hands.

Recently Batch, who works so
interesting outings and functions, found himself in the

hard organising

invidious position of having to cancel a visit to RAF
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The Commiitee meetsin a splendid room lent by Andersen Consulting

Clockwise: “Batch

Batchelder, Dave Berna

ard, Charles Clarke, John Banfield,

Cal Younger, Phil Pots, Doug Endsor, Bob Ankerson

As Bateh says, “If
gather for

Stafford, through lack of support,
members want the opportunity (o

11d0 not know of 0o many places prepred to
offer us Dinner, bed and

breakfast and wo lunches for

th e nhe st when v 0 RAF saion vason
offe
That i s RAF St was epeially s, When
Group Captain Bob Dixon was CO of the Station,he took
agreatinterestin the Association and established  Kricgic
Room. Succeeding COs have preserved the lnk ith us,
Menibrs e vy hntoring Comrie, v
meet every month August and are
constuty on the Jockon for ot fen:
members. Our Presidenta
v o et

irman, Air Commodore

eat deal of his time to

A s edcing our membrsipand i s rescing
i many members.

St WA ik we selome

and we
Know, 00, hat the purses of many members are becoming
ever lighter. But luck
members brave enough o

counting the Widows" sction of the Association, and we
would ask tha, i you ar ftand well, you make aneffort
1o take part in our activitis. The old krigie sprit still
Finally, we Know how important communicarion s,

n the

editorship,as wellas helping Sylvia Gammon to complete
Vie's No Time for Fear,bit offa litle more than  could
chew for, apart from kriegie dutics, 1 have several
it was 4 mistake
SabeR gl ca Nevda
seof o apologisc

eharitable commitments. Nevertheless,
Tdidso

s full
of idess and has & nework of helpfl contats, Recent
visits (0 Irvin's, 1o Bletchley Park, to the Tower for the
Ceremony of the Keys, to the Royal Tourn
demonstate the variety of choice that members have.
These and other outings have attracted members, which

gives rise to optimism for the future

1998 ANNUAL DINNER

The annual dinner in the Autumn has always been
popular, especially with our ladies for whom, uniil the
1997 AGM, it was almost the only opportunty to take
part in Association activities. This yea
September, is likely to be more popular than ever i the
ambience of a RAF station. We e extrr
(oot forth et cime 1 BOb Ankerson foaragin for

s dinner on 4

y grateful

ters il rtond el art o

formore than a year. However, the everreliable twosome,
Batch and John Banfield, have kept members posied, for
which 1, and I am sure they, are most rateful
This may

concentrate on the Newsitter

well be the last Kriegie. In future 1 will
Cal Younger
Editor

AT RAF HENLOW

us (o have the Dinner in the Officers’ Mess at RAF

Henlow. Full detals have been circulated by Batch,

Bobis proving (0 be a emendous acquisiton for the
Commiltee and the Association. One ex;

Directory which, with the practica
Henlow, he produced.




THANK YOU
The President and Committee express their sincere
thanks t0 all of you who, when responding to circulars
from the Association, include 2 donation o any of our
three funds. In an effort 0 save our rather hefty post bill

individually but would ask that those concerned please
accept this note as recognition of your generosity and

MASSED BANDS SPEC
immy Howe’s Swanson;
“The 80th anniversary of the end of the First World War
is o be celebrated at the Fairfild Halls Croydon, on 11
November 1998 at 7.30pm. The occasion will also mark

has done much to augment the funds of our Chritable
Fund

Three great bands wil tske part, the other conductors
being Capt. Ted Whealey MVO, Royal M:
and WO2 Geolf Broome. Irish Guards (Ret'd). Vocalists

by the Fort Newhaven Display eam nd Bigadier AG.
Ross OBE will give a Great War commentry. Ex-Service
Asscinion Standads wil beparaded (Pt Skimerwil
be on duty) and the Chelsca Pensioners also will be on
parade. The music will be from World War 1 and you
are asked to bring flag for the finale - Land of Hope and
Glry. Jimny o will sy frewelvith Auid Lang
s promises o be o eally remendous evein
Tickets cost £10, €11 and £1 incarly. Ring the
Box Offce an 0181 6589291, orateast ke
handy

sumber

DAILY RECCO COM
OFF THE WALL
Alan Mackay, who edited the Daily Recco. that
wonderful wall-newspaper published first in the NCOs'
compound at Stalag Luft 3 at Heydekrug, is
anxious to contact those who helped in the production of
the paper.

and then

“After 7 years." Alan writes, “the Daily Reccois about,
in Dixie Deans’s words, 'to come offthe wall” and into
the present.* Argyll Publishing of Edinburghis (o publish
in August Alan’s story of the Recco in a book itled 313
Days 10 Christmas. The book wil contain a number of
reproductions which will ertanly stir atent memories
‘Alanis anxious o hear news of Bill Butcher, Phil (Streak)
‘Adams and Stanley (Joe) Whitlock. Bill was Alar’s first
co-cditor, reporter, writer and dogsbody; Streak Adams
was an Australian siman and peacetime journalist

T would alo like totrace and name the cartoonist who
brought ‘Big EEL7" (0 life, as well s brightening pages.

and filling otherwise white spaces with humorous
‘Alan says. “To my shame and sorrow I have
completely forgotten hi although there is a
igling suspicion hat he might have becn my own
gy Alan Butler

drawings,

iy rosdrkngs e vheresbousofay o he shore
or anyone else “who owns up o taking part in the
production of th{muv all those years ago, | would dearly
like to hear from you.”

Alan's address is: 5 Abbotswalk, Kirkaldy, Fife KY2,
SNL and his telephone number is: 01592 206432.

'WERE YOU LIBERATED BY THE
RUSSIANS?

The National Ex-Prisoner of War Association is
investigatingthe possibility that “thousands of Britsh and
Commonwealth prisoners of war, liberated by the
Russians in 1945, may have been shipped east into
Siberian labour camps.

They are looking for anyone who may have been in

3C, 8A. 8B, 8C. 174, 19A,
Stalug Luft 3, 4,7 and any outying sites,
farms factories,ct.

hey have not indicated the purpose of this
investigation, butftis applis (0 you and you are willing

10 take part i their canvass please write
M. P.D. Chinnery, Association Historian
The National ex-POW Association
10 Lambert Avene, Langley, Berkshire SL3 7EB
Tel: 01753 541085

REMEMBRANCE DAY PARADE

The 1997 Remembrance Day Parade in Whitchall ook
place on Sunday, 9 N:
mustered only twelve members on this occasion. Among.
those present were our President, Charles Clarke, and

(ovember and, unhappily, we

Vice-Chairman Dave Bernard.  Others in attendance
included Gulf War PoW John Nichol and John Morrison,
who travelled From County Durham,

Despite speaking to the BBC in advance, and informing
heir representatve who we were as we approached the
Cenotaph, we sill recei
‘commentary, athough some of us were seen on TV,

ved no mention duri

Many of you will recal that it was on this occasion
the Union Flag on the MOD building in Whitchall

. the Commiltee must again appeal
members who can travel to Whitehall on Remembrance
Day to endeavour to do so. The Association is llocated
fifty tickets each year and we are fearful that, if we.
continue o have such a small representation, we shall
lose our individual identity. “Bateh”.




T ANGLIAN BRANCH ACTIVE

Twenty-five members of the Branch met again at
Ashwellthorpe Hall Hotel in March 1997. It was g00d to
see new faces - Len Halford and partner from
Wicklewood, W.R. (Jackie) Homer and wife from
Bedford, Victor Bruce and near neighbour Harry Lewis
from Great Shelford, ‘Doc” John Wlliams of Colchster
and Pavline Sparrow from Norwich. Bl
unable (0 be present but gave financial s
youuPay TSI TR B R e
piece band played old favourites and led the singing of
songs from kriegie days. David Denchield read poctic
compositions of that time.
Visit to Reymerston Hall

The Branch visited Reymerston Hall to view the hangar
full of autogyros and it turned out o be a great day. To
suddenly see 20 o more craft all at once made quite an
impact. This was followed by a delightfl discourse by
Wing Comr

FAR-EASTERN CAMPAIGNS
MEMORIAJ
Batch writes of a moving service
oup of Aldermen and Members of Common
Councl of the Corporation of London proposed in 1996
that 2 commemorative plague be installed in the church
of St Lawrence Jewry in honour o thase who took part
i the Far Eastern Campaigns of World War I
The propcsl was e 0 pleas was nsaled
and was dedicated on the |1th December
“The frst church on the ite of S I.:va«Jm\n dated
from 1136 and was destroyed in the Great Fire of 1666
and was rebuilt by Wren n 1677. It was this Church which
was destroyed on the night of 29th December 1940 n the
fire bomb raid on the City. The Church, which is
immediately adjacent o the Guildhall, was rebuilt again
0 become a Guild, not a Parish Church, responsible for
the life of the Corporation, now its Patron.
behal

Which poved that 007sexplotsin You Onl Live Twice
were for real. Altogether an exhilarating moring.

arby Shipdham serodrome for a
steak and Kidney pudding lunch and 1o inspect a replica
of a 1910 stcel tube monoplane, a world first.
bl Ken Walis el oer ¢ period offour yeus
about twenty years ago.
comsitctnd 1 Tty ol
Wallbro acroplane. Ken Walis admitted that it was the
start of a family vice. His enthusiasm for autogyros is
quite infectious and we are very grateful to him for a
memrable day. Maurice Butt

Then we were off o

SSAFA OFFERS SERVICES
The Soldiers”, Sailors’ and Airmen’s Family
Association has merged with Forces Help o form SSAFA.
Forces Help. The charit, which is very helpful (o our
Welfare Office, has sent laflets reating (0 two services
it offers
Firsdly, SSAFA has self-catering holiday apartments.
in Ryde, Isle of Wight. They are for disabled ex-Service
men, women, thir familics, those who care for them and
other Serving and ex-Service persons in need. The self-
contained, bungalow-style apartments are located in the
grounds of Care Home.
Available throughout the year, the apartments are

St. Vincent's Residential

of the Association, the very moving Service of Dedication
which preceded the unveiling of the Plague. The
Memorial, with ts simple poignant message, is locaed
i the Commonwealth Chapel which s on the north side
designated
‘Commonwealth” as a eminder of the part played by th
City of London in the development of the
‘Commonswealth. The Arms in the w
Sovereign Independent States in 1957 and the national
of Australia, New Zealand, Canada and Bermud,
as well as Service Standards, are hanging on the walls
and screen.

of the Nave. The Chapel was

Afer the Service we were invited to a Reception and
by the Right Honourable The
Lord Mayor, Countess Mountbatten of Burma and the
Viscount Lord Slim, in the Members' Room of the
Guildhall Club.

Members who attended the Dinner at the Guildhall

Jight Luncheon, atended

City's silverware and pointed out that the statuette of a
wartime airman, which we presented (0 him during the
Dimne b  pace of honour. He old us hat i atrscts

as the estate agents say, many other attractive features

“The cost of an apartment, for two people, varics from

£100 per week in the winter months to £130 in high

Season.. f any member wants further information of o

booking form (which includes a doctor's certifcate).

please let me know,

A also has a Housing Advisory Service which

dance on a wide range

Service also has a database of

organisations providing accommodation exclusively o

ervice personnel. Again, 1 can provide further
information to any interested member.

Cal Younger (Welfare Officer)

many A much intr

ASSOCIATION NORMANDE DU
SOUVENIR AIRIEN 193945

M. Laurent Viton has written on behalf of the above.
Association, which investigates World War 2 crish sts,
in Normandy in particular, but elsewhere in France also.
It hoped o establish an Al

M. Viton asks forinformation about aircraft

and their crews downed in France and especially for
S okt i e W s
appeal, M. Viton's address s

La Poste, 76110 Godervile, France

e museun in Eurer,




ROGER PEACOCK
as some months before we learned of the death of
1 1996. Roger had been
e
the news, as well a the delay, came as a shoc
Roger was bom on | January 1920 and his childhood
i the back steets of Liverpool was described i hs third
book, Thursday is Missing (1984) A modest, sensitive,
slf-contained man, Roger used the nom de plune Richard
Passmore for his four books. Blenkeim Boy (1981), his
first, was perhaps his best, Having left school at 16 and
worked in a succession of ill-paid jobs, he enlisted as a
wireless operator in the RAF, so realising a pent-up
ambition o fly. Later he became an air gunner and was
still an “erk” (and proud of it when he was shot down.
Roger's second book Moving Tent (1982) is a vivid

HENRY SODERBERG

Henry Siderberg died on 21 September 1997, aged 81,
Earler in the month, with his wife Claire, heattended the
last Oflag 64 reunion in Newport, Rhode Island. As a
YMCA delegate, he visited many British and American
prisoner of war and internment camps, but h tended in
lkr s 0 ke n tvch with e Anericans e
Ives. He attended many American reunions,

bt stmoonlcs senursp Hpomiigricon
an American journalist, Frank Diggs,himself an ex-PoW,
who gave un account of Soderberg’s work in Ger
Rt 1943 ad 1945, i  bookenld T Welone
Swede. Sixlerberg’s papers are lodged in the librar
the Air Force Academy in Colorado Springs.

the War the Welcome Swede worked among
German prisoners of war in Belgium and Holland beforc

Tt His st wark v  book of shors e, Back 0
Soon? and Other Stories (1989). He also “ghosted”
ovrat books. Invalide out fer the War, Rogerbcame
ateacher. He never marrid.

TED COOTE DFM

Like Roger Peacock, Ted Coote was  Blenheim boy
He joined the RAF in March 1938 and, again like Roge
was trained s wireless operator before volunicring (o

an air gunner. From the outbreak of war he was

ched the history of aviation and
Those of us who.

In etiremen he reseas
wroe a biography of Swedenborg,
ch with Henry Soderberg have losta warm
and considerate friend.

remained n tou

TOM MILLER GM

Tom ik, usaly known s TB o Gy, was
the it Canaion to inhe Gorge Medl I

e e e
of ourown nightfighters. The brcmyalii N

I ion with 107 Squmicom n Agel
ransferred o Lossiemouth and took partinthe Norwe
cangain The Squdion o wek st sl i cu
iay, attacked bridges in the Maastricht area. T
Tt e o e S i s Tod
was injured as his pilot made  forced landing. The crow
were got safely into Briish hands and Ted was sen (0.4
British Army hospital at Le Touguet. The Germans
captured the town; Ted was taken prisoner and marched

suffered burms which put him in hospita forsix monihs
I June 1942 he resumed lying and was shot down into
the North Sea. This time it was his turm to be rescued.
Temporarly paralysed, he was pulled into a dinghy and
after four days was picked up by a German submarine.
In Germany Miller was a dedicated escaper, but he
found time for study too. Postwar he read History at the
University of Toronto, then did a doctorate at the LS}

His Distinguished Flying Medal was gazetted on 30 July
1940, Ted was an enthusiastic member of the Association
a3 well 1 the RAFA and the Alr Crew Assoiaion
EDNA WESTON

Edna Weston, wife of Arthur Weston, passed away on

P
International Reunions in his capacity a5 o Medical

Aid Officer. As an Army PoW in Stalag 8b Lamsdorf he

made wooden legs for hundreds of disabled PoW's. He

and B wes reponle, ko it iy Howe, in

ising the first PoW Pilgrimage 1o Poland in 1978

S bAror o gl weseaad end

cries where British

oo werehed at the Tomb

Warsaw and at the Wall of

Death in Auschwitz. Arthur contracted TB in Lamsdorf

and it was Edna who nursed him back 10 health on his
retum 10 the UK.

teacher at Lakehead Te
Instiute, which became 3 university in 1965, Ultimately
Miller oceupied the Chair of History. He involved himselt
in a whole range of university, community and arts
actvities in Thunder Bay, of which his wife, Dusty was
the well-known mayor,

In 1954 he becs

On redrement in 1986, despite indifferent health, he
secame  popular and pithy commentator on current
affairs on radio and television, To quote, not from an
obituary but an editorial,in the Thunder Bay Chronicle
Jowrnal, "Millr projected far more than he said, a it
that would have stood him well in but he
onymous approach o nterests that
siderable. From
l butefcive communy st smo gl snd

wde his o
‘awise and unique

politics

service o the an,
il




FRIENDS AND SISTERS

ives of the President and his Commitice are
indispensable in the functioning of the Association. They
are not merely supportive of ther husbands but play an
importantrole ineverything from welfare to selling raffle
tickets. Eileen Clrke s the perfect hostess for the big
occasion; Mary Endsor is as familiar with the

ticn's accounts as Doug, and her way with figures
and wonderful memory were crucial in the organisation
of major, interational reunions. We canno afford o
lose any of the ly,we should precede them

allbone was the irst 1o volunteer o help when
Dee Younger, with Mary Endsor and Betty Batchelder,
began the Women's Lisison Group to look after our
widows. Like Eleane, Molly was by nature  “giver

always cheerful, encouraging, looking for ways to help.
She was a tonic. She and Doug were married in 1946,
From 1943 she had been a teacher and, except for two.
years afte the birth of her son John in 1948, she taught
until 1981 when she retired as Deputy Head of Wells
Primary Sehool, Woodford Green. At reunions Molly

Beny Bachelder, Eleane and

Dave Bernard ai the 1997 Reunion

ANE, wife of Vice-Chairman, WING

ust 1997 and Molly on 20
Pleasingly. both lived long enough to

gt i S st h)(\p\m during the

EOKA era, she mustered RAF
il ek Sl gkt i 8 S
Children’s School. On RAF stations in England she
ereated a Sunday School and ran amateur dramatic clubs
 other achievements.

s 10 help build and

among. ATO functions
inFrance and Holland she was an outsianding ambassador
forthe UK and continued her effort o help other people.
Indeed, she was concerned for others to the end of her
life and our Association benefited in large messure. We.
all miss her kindness and warmih, and she is especially
missed by the “sisterhood” (her own concept) of
Committee wives.

s vy o the for, oy o lp whersve ep s
S

s Porpy Apps ol s

herself, she enjoyed bowls and music. She is

irreplaceable.

Nota Committee wife but a lady who also contributed
much t0 the Association, DOREEN KNOTT died last
February. JOHN KNOTT has been for years the firs
man the Committe calls upon when extra help s needed,
beit organising stewards fora serviee at t Clement Danes.
or taking charge of a coachload of krigies on a reunion
cuting. Dorsen vas o stunch supporc of o and of

e Association and we wil not orget her.

BARTH MEMORIAL DEDICATED
ast Newslette (No. 63) mention was made of

ph in colour. Here PHIL POTTS
gives a full account of the ceremony and other events
which took place from 26-28 September 1996,

Frau Helga Radau, & rescarcher and historian in the
German Ministry at Barth, was the instigator of this
e s e e of e o
in Stalag Luft [ between July 1940 and April 1

Our party was welcomed in the hotel on Thursday. 26
‘September, by Frau Radau, her asistant Margaret Scheel,
the Deputy Burgermeister, Rainer Thomas, and Stephan

gent comprised Phil Potts

sprsenin he Royl Al Fores ExPoW Aseciion

amp, who was awarded

sping activites; Ron Winton and

i the camp from

O Timotiy Mitai whose s At

s T P O o R o
accompanicd by their wive

On Friday morning we were taken by coach to the new

school built, at  cost of DMI2 millon, next t the Flak

s nterained by the children (aged from 8 o

18), who sang,recited and acted a play - allin English.

Lunch, a traditional dish of boiled bacon, potatoes and

could be seen from the camp, the aerodrome from which
the kriegies were flown ssian memorial and
the Concentration Camp memorial, where we laid flowers.

o,




In the evening, an official dinner, with the
ur . his wife and honoured guests from many
counties, was held in the hote. Speeches were kept t0.a
minimum - just a welcome from the Burgermeister and a
reply on behalf of our Association by Phil Potts, The
Burgermeister and Helga Radau were presented with
Association plagues and Helga also received two copies
of Not All Glory, one for herself, the other for the town
archives, There were bouquets, 10, for Helga, Margaret
‘Scheel and the Burgermeisiers wie.

Fortunately, Saturday was  bright, sunny day. It began
with a reception at the Town Hall where specches were
given by the Burgermeister and the Prime Miniser ofthe
county of Mecklenburg-Vorpommenn, Dr. Bemd Seitc.
Ron Winton's eply was ably translated by his grandson,
Matthew Farrell

From the Town Hall we all went to the Memorial sit,

perimeter of the old camp. The unveiling was

THE SHUTTLEWORTH COLLE

The visit o OId Warden aerodrome, the memorial to
Richard Shuttleworth, which took place on 5 May last
year, provided a feast of memorabili, motor bikes, motor
ars, monoplanes, biplancs, and triplanes from the first
alf of this century.
reparing and rep

The devoted work of volunteers in
ishing the innumerable exhibits s o
fiting ribute o the man and (0 the treless fforts
almost unseen army of workers who made these bygone.
flying machines airworthy and, with few exceptions,
certified so

Sea Hurricane beat the place up, with ll th glorious,
manocuvres that st the heart racing,
Secretary John Banfield, interviewed by BBC Radio 3,
described the ams and activities ofthe Association, whilst
Graharm Hallrecalled happy days and nighs of long ago.
There was also a record of some of Shuttleworth's
eccenticties while training at RAF Terhillin May 1940,
He was decidedly miffed when he was not allowed to
wear his own blue flying helmet, Off duty, he would be

found a the back of the Mess tinkering with his car, which
e converted 10 roof-op

as-bag fucl

About ten years above the average age of his course,

performed by Ron Winton and Roddy MeKitrick
Flowers were lid by the Burgermeister on behalf of the
citizens of Barth and roses
Memorial consists of a massive rock with an inscription
in English on one side and German on the other. The
Jatter was read by the Burgermeiste, then Ron Winton
read the English inscripton.

by each ex-kricgic.

ATV era crew attended and it was interesting
B e
V. Everyone etamed (0 the ot for 3 nle onch
Presents were given 1o Helga
T e
the proceedings ended with a talk by Christian
Christiansen, s A
like his colleague Henry Stderberg from Sweden, visited
P s s royhicd elpmet (At e e of o
‘War Christansen was arrested by the Russians and did
o see Denmark again for quite o ong time.)

The
Bart

CTION

e tended to take charge, Once he called on four of the
ourse 0 help him select a manager for his mother’ farm,
the manager’s wife 10 cook and help i the house. From
‘asuitcase he took th replies o newspaper dertsement
and gave each of us about twenty leters from which to
choose two applicants, so producing a shortlis of cight
‘and saving himself the chore. It took nearly two hours
and taught us the ar of delegation.

‘Sadly, Richard was killedin  Fairey Batle whilstnight
flying at Benson, four months later. A remarkable
engineer and aviator

Actoss the roud from the acrodrome is the Swiss
Garden, a wonderfully realised landscape, with lakes and
b s et . crige grot o ik
interlocking glass paniles. This, too, is manned by
eliatoers WHOW accGes O the ity ot Gl
added greatly o the

Then, on in convoy to RAF Henlow for tea in the Mess
‘Squadron Leader Bob Ankerson had iised well with his

0, Air Commodore Graham Jones. Their charming
wives enchanted us withtheir warm welcome. A day not
0 be missed. Maurice Butt




OTTAWA REUNION IN ‘99

Braver than we are, orperhaps younger, the Canadians.
s orgaising anes euin. Based o te Raddison
Hotelin central Ottawa, the reunion wil Friday

a “lobster bash’ . Each person had a 114b lobster and
mussels done in wine. Very, very gooc

Sunday: A church service was followed by @
ceremony at the Cenotaph. The ROAF provided a guard
of honour offify - the pipeband and 4 buglr. An sirman,

24 September

29 September, Hotel ccommodation before and after

enotaph.
‘Wreaths were lsid by the Licutenant Governor, Tony

these dates can a
hotel reservaions. Many
reunion commitice hope to please everyone.

a0
Asalways,

AF ex PoWs) and, on behalf of
the UK Association, by myself.

planning. So, if you intend to go, please advise the

ccretary as soon as posible and not later than the end

of September 1998. No maney is asked for at tis stsge.

he Sectetay is Mr. H. 885 Plante Dr., Ottawa,
Onario, K1V 9E3

1997 HALIFAX REUNION

ERIC RAFFILL, who was one of only eleven

representatives from the United Kingdom, reports on &
cessful exen.

Contrary to most expectations, this was @ great five-
nigh, four-day affair. Easir, like many others, 1 was

“That cvening, the Sheraton Hotel was the venue for a
Grand Di 1
beatthe twpiable. e windows overkooethebrbour
and we had a wonderful sight of hundreds of small craft
moving around the harbourat night; there was alsoa huge
firework display
Mor Coach to Peggy’s Cove
o e g
ehovwder or fish hash and beans.
“The final dinner (and dance) took place tht evening. The
e band, | would swear, came out of the 1940's.
Tuesd At o atituds
old and new. It had been a memorable reunion and this
o
and her siste, one blonde, th other brunette. By the end

raber sy The i s wers cpensive, psially 8
Stopover charge of £83 per person. Other costs proved
10 be far more reasonable than expected: . five nights
in fist class hotels, with breakfast: was £385 for two.
“The three hotels and the Conference Centre, all within
100 yards of one another: could be reached by covered
walkways.

Most of us arived on the Thursday. We were met
Vg e T i
‘accommodation and the reunion programme, plus hats
T shits, badges etc.
Fridey: Al e bowrded coutes
410900 and were drven to the docks.
Lk Db R b e G
R e e
a quick-fire. She put (0 sea and we lunched on board.
Afterwards, we were given a conducted tour of th ship,
then the chopy
n demonsred pleking vp & e ot s Then
the crew showed the paces of the frigae, carrying out
manocuvres at 30 knot, including stopping in the ship's
ownlengh, There was a flypast by RCAF aireraf. Diner
in the Confrence Centre,

per arived from  temporary basc on land,

Afte breakfast we were coached to RCAF

pent some time in the museum.
Lunch, with the pipe band again in attendance, was
excellent.

“That evening, again in the Conference Centre;there was

s nicknames for
them - Salt and Pepper.  Sharon apparently took four
weeks off work toattend t the final preparations. | can
only say “Good luck and God Bless” to Salt and Pepper
and their team of helpers.

ANNUAL DINNER

Ninety-two people attended the Dinner which was held
atthe RAF Club on Saturday, 4 October, 1997,

Before The Grace, the President spoke of the members

eathering recounting his expe
‘s a contestant in the elevision show “Blind Dt
SEC
vih e impesion it h hd nok made he bestchoies
of partn

his consequent rip on the Orient Express

ks ohe enrosity of menbers, b n donsting
prives and inbuying ickes, Associaion unds
200,

A featre of last year's Dinner was th welcome
participation of second and third g
T
widows, 7 children, 3 grandehildren and 5 friends
was a suggestion tht thefirs great-grandehild od enough
10 buy a drink atthe bar should be admitted free!




NOT ALL GLORY
By Victor F.Gammon

Arms and Armour (Cassell) 1996

Price: £16.99 (hb) 1099 (pb)

No-one has contributed more to the Association than
Vic Gamimon. Apart from his show-business sills which
broughtnhousands of pounds forour bl Fud
Vic kept the Newsletter
publishing it with prec
P, Gonstanly lesming from heespercnce unlhe

< the volume publishd is bt half of the completed
work. No Time for Fear is now

For a long time Vic was afraid that young historians,

1o the history of the prison camy

oy woud s wicn e sy ofsmenrsoners
for he has produced what must

vethedeinitive account, nun.nmm.n.nmmmm

historians of the future, distanced by time from the events.

of 1939 to 1945, will mine for its authent

mhers of the Association responded to

experiences and with thorough research, No
memoris e lighy fled bot s s ot i
p ofthe ook th way in
of s0 many
it n th comex of e evelopmen f e war
jtself, The book i, n its way, a history of the war from
the perspective of men who, more than any other, knew
what was happening on both sides. The book is full of
insights, of understanding of human nature and of
ot
events and, o cap it al,is beautifully writien and hugely
readable, Inaddition t some excellent photographs, some.
familar,others not, Vic has used Bob Anderson's superb.
cartoons from Handle With Care throughout, o illustrate:
histext. Including o comprehensive index, the book runs
10 288 pages
Vic's captivity began when the 38 squadron Wel
i which he was the wireless operator was shot down in
flames on the night of 30 September 1940. His graphic
account of that most traumaic of events is the first of
many in the book. The courage of some aifcrew makes
one proud 10 have been & member of that distinguished
brotherhood. There was Paul Hilion’

esperately wounded, apparently dead, he
ke g koo s R e of the
peeJock” Anderson fthe it
Seorge i e wmmnm w north like a flery
come across the dark skies
Comciousnes, e made bemised way forward, only to
makehe awtldcovry it e s lon, Ao i
1o clip on his parachute, weakness overcame him and it
ippad away, through the haich. i the night. Lega
ok ovrtheconmlsand noverlaving landed anaireraft
befor 10do so. He survived the crash and was
o o th blaring wreckb cwo Gernan sodin,
who risked their own lives. Legg was not the only
member of the crew badly wounded. ~Alex Kerr, the
i second pilot, owed his life 1 the rear gunner
i Kerr's parachute, placed

intended to do the same for Legg but was convinced he
Vic also tells the story of that inspirational
Shortly after

was dead.
Canadian Spitire pilot, Don Morrison.
baling out nto the sea during the Dicppe
came under fire again, aboard the launch which had
picked him up. Don dived overboard (0 rescue a crew
member from 4 launch which had been sunk. A few
weeks lter, e was shot down near St. Malo; his left
was severed.

Appropincy, NotAll Glry e il he vr fint
prisoners of the war, Larry Slattery and George Booth,
ihon Blenheim went it the sa off Wilheshaven on
th September 1939, 3 October, “Wings” Day
Tollowed them into captivity. From the early days at
‘Spangenberg Vie charts the growth of the Luftwaffe's
prison camps and, n doing 5o, tells the sory of the RAF.
and allied air forces throughout the war, from the
Bleeims and Bt hen e Hampdens Whitleys and
W he s and Mosquitos. There
i s booed kgl o ALgabg
he it 1000-1sidon Cologne, he dams. A the numbers
ofbember rew and e new Pafnder Fores steered
them onto ther targets,the stream of kriegies increased,
o e o of hrm abowt 1 menlot hel v
Samehow Vi s up the story of an vergroving
number of camps. He describes vividly events such as
the “Run up the oad” and the i Tt
accounts of these alone will jolt some of those people
who beieve imprisonment in Germany was not 50 bad.

lingto

There is no aspect of kriegie life that Vic has not
covered. He brings alive people like Dixic Deans, John
Biisow, Wings Day, Roger Busheland 10 many mor

o crasland sl which b b held s ooy
enough for his crew 1o bale out, not long enough to

Himelf Having miraculously survived the crash, Pt
then had to contend with a nervous sentry. Paul's
gallantry was recognised, belatedly, with a CGM. Of all
Stories of survival perhaps the most incredible is that of

e whole
context of camp e, The Great Esci spbrrodirod
llorsol e e Gearge Grimson, Vie makes
g, as if they had never been writen about before.

n, who made the first home
a time when all the
don evaporated when John

Th cxcape of Hary Baron
e

news was gloomy. The elat




Shave was shotdead as e attemped focut his way through
the wire. The description of Shaw’s lying in stae and of
i fneral i on o th bock's ot mving g

e many sadnesses but also much humour.
Pirodington fapii clpsd, Vi his ben i 0

dispassionately, conveying the awfulness but refecting
the humour such as Dave Young’s remark as he dived
i it T wold 04 Ik 1 b an nfanryan
and do thissortof thing foraliving?” The tory of

Deans's epic journey through the enemy lines and rd

phere of e reader can
almosteelthe o etk
in the cruel winter

he tragic episode at Gresse.
After an exciting passage through hostile county. Vi
eventually reached home but many kriegies had been

resse, on 19 April
1945, when, s0 near o freedom, the marching kricgic
were attacked by Typhoons, with many casualies. Vie

Kriegies in Luckenwalde were held until 20 May.

o s el balee o s ik nd e

ol bt h il th sty pecig logsher the
e o i o e e, S Lot

A DROP IN THE OCEAN
By Jim Burti-Smith and John French
Leo Cooper (1996) £17.95

For his second (cleverly titled) book Jim Burt-Smith
has as co-author his old crew mate, John
French. Including the indesx, the book has 176 pages and
consits of for-{wo stories, mostly of members of the
Goldfish Club, Inevitably there e similarites between
the various accounts of ditching, but the authors have
managed to give each its own individuality and to leaven
the mix with human interest items. One such story
concens the rescue of the crew of 4 Dakota shot down
on D Day shorly afte it had released a Horsa glicer.
They were picked up by RAF Rescue launch HSL2561.

- aboard

ry or 50 years late, a lady named Babs Ludlam
bought a housebot and became interested in tshisory.
It proved to be HSL 2561, known o its crew as Blue
Leader. She discovered also that Blue Leader was the
boat used in the film The Sea Shall Not Have The. So,

o the S0th unniversary of Blue Leader's inaugural tip,

10

publishers are reaising the value
e et o Tave 2 o e o
and presentation ar first class.

At Lashenden
i Warfare
Museun
e i s
opiesof “Not All
Glory
Trevor Matthews
i o his igh,
Syl on is I

Photo ol Knont

Babs Ludlam gave a party, 0 which most of its crew

orld War

dating from around 1909 in an attempt (o emulate
Bleriots feat. She took off from Calais and nearly ma
iSteddavryg
thecoast The machi
e ollowin day

e tly-flopacouple f i rom

ot hem 130

“Thisis a book to dip into ratherthan read at  siting. I
has tragic tales and humorous ones. There i excitement
and despair. Men ditched in many parts of the world and
rescuers anged from Catalinas to bateships. The book
i handsomely presented and contains many splendid
photographs.

Note: Jim Burtt-Snith has a nurmber of copies of his
first book One Of The Many On The Move.For me this

s a very interestng book, ot just for Jim's wartime.
experiences but for his life in London before the War.




THE DARK SIDE OF THE SKY
By Harry Levy
Leo Cooper 1996
£1695

This s bk i e svurd o the ualty of e
author

twentiethbirthday. But a Jew-hating Feldwebel took the

came again and Levy
Nothing happened. Then, after ten w

o Tam e e

e e R
atmosphere of neatly ordered sdministration huts with

flower-beds bordered by whitewashed stones hid

Lufthe was e

U instructor recognised him. y train
journey took him o Lamsdorf. The suthor describes lifc
Sl 85 wiha fresh nd pripen pen. probig he

wimner el like

seIf the deadly nature of the game we were playing
Dot anddisfigurement were maifeted by sreans,
bload or horror, but by a o
i bz mrof o pr o b

sbsence.” For Harry Levy

e i s downou 31 i o4 s i s of
that sad flghs any memories juddering t©
dorf (sccording to Bomber

lev
wounded, he baled out safely

Unsure even of what country he was in (it was
Belgium), Levy knocked on a door and struck lucky. An
elderly man got the hlf-conscious airman on o a icycle
and pushed him 10 a retird doctor's house. Later he was
taken by train and bicycle o Brussel. Passing from hand
o hand, Levy felt pprehensive yet elted. Wearing a
shabby suit and & tilby hat, he fet like Spencer Tr
and James Mason rolled nto one. By

whenhi e

his identity discs.

Germans burst in

betrayed
officer who interro

he had given the Kauffmanns and had his discs in front
of him

i hoss,

by his hosts, the more so when th

Levy was taken (0 the prison of Brussels
was impatient o be sent 102

1 Gilles and
a Butthe days
went by, Each day he was taken for interrogation at
Feldpolizei HQ and he began to look forward to the
was doubi, 0o A St of David was,

door and he feared being taken 10 a

camp. Luckiy. e was in Ay hnds

The interrogations were becoming a

PoW. camp.

when, at the end of the second week they
Sovped, T valn Lovy waled i b cald

pri 2 understanding. He bri
o he men e wa with and i ilogue Fings true
He tels the story of the chaining afr Dieppe and ex
Lamsdorf members will delightin recalling how, at night,
they swould form  quese for the unlocking of

pick them up again from the table where the guard put
them and go round again, so prolonging the duty of the
impatient guard

Handeuffs,

About Christmas, 1944, Levy was suffering from
ssthma and shrewd characters got im violently exercising
in the hope that the

ariated
Earlier he had attemped a swap with  soldier butlanded
in the cooler.

ensuing attack would get him
1t worked, but there was no repatrition.

was recalled to the sick bay when the evacuation

astonishing character named Mitzac. Finally, he marched
with an army column from which he and one o his a
el ot awy. Ty vers soon icked up and et
1o the cooler at the now almost descred Lamsdort.

and woelderly guands. They were drven o Prague where
they entrained for Stalag 138 at Weiden near Nuremburg.

There they were libeated by the Americans.
had friends in the (own and, through him, Levy
an extraordinary romantic adventure which he recounts
with selF-revelatory candour. He left Weiden on an
American lorry. A Dakota took him from Nuremburg 0
Brussels, where he visited the flat in which he had been
amesed. The Kauffmanns had not setured from
Ravensbruck and Dachau, which both had survived. (

L e e R
‘who had belriended him and escaped detection he did
find and was Ultimately, he
I “on ey e ShofEngnd. Th

Mitac

relieved that they were sa.

thecellwindow and discovered another wing ofthe prison

opposite. He was able 1o lk o the men who crowded
the windows, among them Monsicur Kauffmann whom
he had believed betrayed him.  After 28 hungry d

e e e
ok 10 oy 425 o i pipm The food
improved. He even scrounged a Red Cross parcel for his

flags strung above the hangar where
were 0 be debriced drooped miserbly in the sof
Erelih i, Twes e

Harry Levy had a distinguished carcer in education. |
wonder that he did not become the write he was surely




LISTEN TO US
Aircrew Memories by the Aircrew Association,
Vancouver Island Branch, B.C. Canada
Obiainable from
Mauris Bt Lician, NaTolkNKZS 578
Tel: 01692 678 00)
£19 inc pitp

Maurice wites: This is a valuable collection of personal
reminiscences of many youthful Canadian flyers in the
RAF and RCAF during the Second World War. Several
connbutosverbominthe UK snd gt o Cnda

after hostilities ceased, reflecting their zest for wide
horizons.

Aircrew Association members will ecognise some of
the extreme situaions encountered, both the dangerous
and the hilarious. Veterans may quickly relate o p!
and dates from their own experiences and feed on the.
excitements such as the patrol light that sank two U
Boats (confirmed) within an hour, an all-time record.

This book wil sir the imagination of all outward:
looking young p packed and full of
adventure. These stories of survival in the face of great
difficultis are quite inspiational

ople; it is action.

Listen 1o Us is a part of a mosaic of individual
endeavours 1o stop evil domination of the world and,
thankfully, it succeeded.  Here a

but it could well e been ten times more
handle the tome.

re 444 pages of drama
if one could

ched by Anne Grimshaw

Resea
Jounalist Anne Grimshaw was asked by 4 friend (o
sec what she could find out about a cousin of his who.

was killed on ops. in 1944, How she went about this task
and wha she discovered makes fascinating reading. Her
book, which she published herself, runs 10 80 pages in
A4 format,

Lancaster LLOI9W from 619 Squadron, based at
Dunholme Lodge in L was shot down by
nihe g pear Landéile n Proce shou midight
on 27 Apil 1944, The bomb aimer, J.W.(Jack) Mills
e A Dot . R et i
a brief history of 619 scription of
Dunholme Lodge, with detailed maps and photographs,

verything she could find out

nd of the book you feel that you

‘Something of their families and

ds and the people of Landéville for whom the

young irmen have become a symbol of the figh for
liberation

Squadron, a de

Anne Grimshaw was at ville for the S0th
iR o R LT

remembrance service in the church at which a plague

honouring the crew of the Lancaster was unveiled.

reaths and flowers were laid on the graves and an

I dels

There was

‘and even partsof the crashed sirraft was opened by Anne
Grimshaw herself.  Mlle Marietie Coutret, who had
elped atthe crash ste and tended the bacly injured Mills,
and who had contacted and corresponded with the families
of the airmen, attended the service and the exhibitio
though she was past ninety. Altogether, nearly 1,000
people attended. As Anne Grimshaw says, “Landéville
Fos not fogoten s young warime herocs.” She I
compiled an unusual and very
e Grimsha addes is 19 Ostrey Close
Braghury End, Stevenage, Herts. SG2

FROM WINGS TO JACKBOOTS
By Barry Keyter
Janus Publishing Company (1995)
Price £14.99
Fromboyhon, St AfficenBary Koy
he had log;
eeatinn
book, ofover 300 pages, covers his i
pilotin Alfica, Sicily and ltaly, three months on the run
it lnanperisos o hitoen months ot Slag Lot
Ke: pt diarics all through and uses them 1o
adantag,sehicving senscof mmediacy without being
seduced into too much detal, He gives a vivid
the nomadic lfe of a fightr plot in the desert, a phase of
the air war of which t0o ltl has been writen.

Keyterjoined the South African Air Force straight from
school and trined in South Afrca. He and his friends
enjoyed leave in Cairo before bei
1941, 10an OTU i the Sudan. The
converting first on to Hurricanes and then Tomahawks.
In January 1943, Keyter was posted 10 No22 (SAAF)
adron, flying Kittshawks. From ihen on the pilots
moved from one airfeld to anothe
Army rations, as Rommel retreated westward. On
Keyter and his riends found the .m‘.y,.m« bodics of
two lalian soldiers on  beach near Tripoli. Engincers
blew them to pieces and Keyter, a sensitive man, pitied
wives and children who would never know the fate
of their loved ones.
i nision v obomba210mn g which
i been doing consideabl damage. MEIODs tid o
upset the operation and latr, empunid by TS,
bombed and sraffed the aifcd. The Squndron caught
spwilth Alta Korps d e vas mayhen.
in the dsert is detiled and

description of the air war

when he found the pilot unhurt, &
drove away leaving

his parachute. Keyter'sast fligh
after 21 ops, was escorting Bost

acking shipping

The South Africans converted to Spitfires and Keyter
was soon n action in Siily,invaded by the Alles in July
1943, In September laly gave up the struggle. Keyler's

y
Ttaly and kept moving, pitching their




tents anly to srike them again. For some time they were
without aircraft. When they did artive, most were UIS.
There was some Luftwaffe activity but flak was the
real danger for patrolling Spitfires. 0dd characters
sometimes appearcd, ike two Jugoslay plots who had
stolen a Fieseler Storch and flown it to Allied-held
tertory. One had recently be burg and Berlin
and gave Keyter an account of a very different kind of

The pilots spent three weeks in Malta where their
Spitfies were given 20mm cannons. Based at Paata, the
Spits, loaded with ammunition and a 2501b bomb, went
afe in in Norther laly and Jgoslavia On one f
these sortes Keyter's ircraft was hit and set alight. He
i it e s e i, &
soung lalin shepherdfed Koy

T <4 obeae btk 21 Wiy o e o bt v
adventurous three months ended with the capire by a
German patrol o three British soldicrs and himself.

Keyter was flown to Verona and from there went by
train to Stalag Luft 1, Barth. ~ (The author wites of his
kriegie experiences with unflugging verve but there arc
occasional inaceuracies. He staes, for exampl, that one
officer in the camp had been shot down one hour after
hosilites commenced)

Keyer recteates the last chaoric days when Russian

DFC. Altogether, Barry Keter has writen
a splendid book.
SOLVITUR AMBULANDO
y Eric R Moss
Eric’s book was reviewed by Vic Gammon in

language of the day, has the feeling of urgency and
eyt young "commisioed” s woul ive

their right arm 1o have. A good res
“The original price was £8.50 but Eric tels us that it s
down 10 £6.40 including péep, cash with order, delivery
n days in the UK from 5 Mapleway, Ascott-u

‘Wyehwood, 0X7 6AU. Prices for airmail postng abroad
are Australia £0.44, Canada and USA £8.99. Sterli
order.

FLYER'S TALE
By William W. Hall
Merlin Books 1989 Price £2.95
This is  lttle gem of a book which I wish I had
discovered years ago. Bill Hall has distilled his
experiences in rining, on the Squadron and

he wites, hulllmwv\\m»um\mﬁ
‘And in his final chay
g e ATl e

willingness 1o dic.
Goverment who in urn

Itwas notvengeance on the German people
re our national

by the people.
but destruction of the enemy o cnsur
survival that motivated us.™ The authoris absolutely right,
butfew people have explined ourselves 0 ourselves quite

Fiyer's Tale may well be out of print. Certainly the 20
or so books Bill Hall generously donated (0 the 1995
Reunion were soon snapped up.

JUST ONE OF THE MANY
A NAVIGATOR'S MEMOIRS
udley Pop’ Egles
Pénllmm Press (1996) Prce £
es dicd recenily. Ho was a Krwdwmrmlm
i b e
Jlight-hearted

No 43 and it has
in many oth s, Intercom for one. The

1590 sion ki Pk et e
reprinted. He asks for a plug and we are very happy to
reprint it

Author Eric Moss chose to use lalian for his book
saved by walking” and immediately sets
tand the reproduction of the Taly Star

2 Star on the cover gives the reader a damed

iy e i st parc i o ey

He did two tours during which he was shot down three
times carning membership of the Goldfish Club, the
Flying Boot Club and the Caterpillar Club
over Romania, he w
He received a mention in dispatches.
thought his record carned more recognition than that.
A DANGEROUS GAME
y Harry Ball
Silver quill (1997) Price £7.95
Harry Ball's firs. book, Two Brothers at War (1992)
ound of Harrogate.
in the RAF.
Vasa opIAG on 158 (i) Sqadron.Sho down
March 1944, he was a kriegie at Heydekrug and
Fallingbostel.  Harry has no pretensions as a writer; he
A R R e e e W s
none the worse for tha
His address is 11 Coppice Avene,
Harrogate, HGI 2DJ




DIRECTORY UPDATE
With the generous co-operation of the CO at
RAF Henlow, Squadron Leader Bob Ankerson is
organising a comprehensive update of the
Directory - for which we also had them to thank.
new Dircctory will include new members,
address changes, deaths and a revised widows’
section. ~Allinformation wil be acurate o the
end of May. The next Newsleter will take over
o el i 3y it i
especially of Bob Ankerson's time, which w
ow is precious.
PLEASE NOTE: Cal Younger's address is now
Mill House, Great Bedwyn, Marlborough,
Wilishire SN§ 3LY
Correspondence on welfare matters or for the
Newsleter should be sddressed to him thee.

WE WEEP NO MORE
By Peter Butligieg
Services Lud, Gibraltar (1997)
Price £10 (inc P & P
This remarkable book is described as a trilogy. The
First section describes the author's incredible childhood
in Gibraltar and takes the story up to his time on 50
Savadro, Th scco0d pu,sb-iled My Last Flght, s

Aquila

Concetaion Camp andcenl rscplrs nd st

0 Dulag Luf e Human Mole encompasses
i oo AR I e e
officer in the ATC, and his sea voyages in smallcraf
Peter has written several versions of his story over the
years and  have had the privilege of eading them. The
at Heydekrug and that story, much

first was writien
reduced, forms the firs. part of the trilogy. Englis

s first language, but like another salor, Joseph
Conrad, he has mastered i, A friend of mine who was
for thirty years a reviewer on a national newspaper and a
very fine novelist, ead We Weep No More and found the
writing “admirable, honest and unpretentious’

P el e i i
Peter was three e went 0 school at six, knowing litle
Spanih g English. Hl ke was o crel man
at 12, Peter ran away with another boy whose fathe
‘owned a “bum-boat”. They commandeered the boat and
attemped o sail across the strait 10 Afrca. They filed

but Peter an away a second time.  He looked 15 and was

days in a Moorish dungeon before his employer turmed

Later, Peter was employed as Mate on a War
Department vessel. At the outbreak of war he applid to
Join the Navy but was refused because of the work he
was already doing. He signed on a ship which took him

that he got the ight-fighter before he baled out. Two
other members of the crew survived, four went down with
the aircraf. Inthe next four days Peter walked about 150
miles, only (o find himself back where he started.

To convince himself that he had indeed walked in
circle, he even dug up the ashes of a
ookl e iz O e ik iy g
without water for thre entured out and fuuml
T A e
blonde woman came out and offered hi
hichhedeandedpymen P
note from his escape kit It was Peter's
Holland, the fist person he met was a German woman.
The encounter led to his capture He was taken (o
Amersfort Concentration camp, persistently grilled and
threatened with shooting. The Germans wanted (0 know
who helped him, unaware of the selfsufficiency of the
man they were dealing with. They even took him to
exceution posts some of which were already occupied
As he was marched away, he heard shots. e made an
incredible escape from Amersfort and, hidden in a lory.
Unfortunately he chanced to meet

e on which he had

o many miles away.
a German patrol from whom he broke away and
over abridge.

e e

His blind leap was unavailing butat

In prison camp his soubriquet, “the human mole” was.
well deserved. e made numerous atiempts 1o escape,
most famously at S S When it iol bo
o ik e o ¢
Bil iggs and Tom Miller (whose obtary apposrs
elsewhere in this ssue

Peter was commissioned in 1954 and for twelve years

served voluntarily as an ATC officer. His love of sailing
Peter was invited to Apeldoorn by

a local committee and, with Dutch friends, traced his

movements from the time he s shot down until hisjump

from the bridge The following year, with one companion,

e saled hissix-metre cutter Meliia across the North Sea
over 1000 miles and

never faded. In 1985

rising in sporsosip
money nearly £1,500 for the Lowestoft lifeboat, It w
i eventful voyage

In 1983, s th ag of st 7, P

Tiwas
and. taking fright, he left the boat when the crew were
ashore in Malaga and walked back to Gibraltr,

Aged 14, Peter got  job i the Garrison library and at
16 signed on us deck-hand on Dandy a ketch ows
very srange Englishman who taught him seamanship and
navigation. Often he would leave the.
charge and disappear. On one such oc
body was found in the harbour at Tangiers where Peter

14

i 1982, he had not been in Mala since
years o He bought a flat, but o
Hisviews vanished as Malta embarked on
He sold the flt and boughta ¢ Tang,
From Malta he made many
Mediterranean until in March 1995 he se
Gibraltar, His ace

Voyage, much of it taken from his l

ount of an adventurous three-month
athrilling read




Tangelo was ted up at Queensway Quay Marina on 21
S since when it has been Peter's permanent

0.2 new prison camp
“The accommodation was i large tens; conditions were
appalling. Darby was the only RAF man. Most of the

This isthe story of a brave, man

every page.

“The book runs 10 253 pages, is well presented and has
loads of photographs. The publishers' occasional sips,
for example, “a None Fiction Book” on the cover, arc
somehow endearing.

Copies maybe chind fom Cal Younger, Ml Howse
Great Bedwyn, Marlborough, Wilishire, SN8 3LY or
dimet fom Peir Butigicg, /Y Tangel, Quesreway
‘Quay Marina, PO Box 19, Gibraltar. Peer plans to make
a donation (0 the Associaton.

PRESS ON REWARDLESS
By Phil Darby
Private Publication
Price £

Phil Darby has published a imited edition of his book

bt ey e e o By
ter covers fighter action n the desert war, Darby gives

N anmlms et of e b R ST
first of the ltalians then of the Germans, with wecks on

B

Red Ci
and Darby invented a blower. No doubt others had the
same idea for blowers of various types were ultimately
uiquitous. During the summer hutments. propr
ablutions and latines were built There was a camp radio.
was performed at il
there was a ot of llness and the camp was flooded., with
nine inches of water i the huts,

Cinderella w

T the carly summer of 1943 laly capitulated. PoWs
were ordered by Allied Command to stay put apps
1o save ltalian women from hordes of Briish prisoners
C IR L 0 R
appeared and soon the prisoners were on their way (0
o b e
managed to escape from a catle truck. Over the next
weeks, on the run, sometimes with partisans, sometimes
alone, he led an exciting life. In October 1943 he was
recaptured in the mountains ot ar from the Swiss border.
Ata camp in Austia he was reunited with RAF men

arently

i
of the camps.

A 21-year old student a the outbreak of war, Darby
quickly joined the RAF ‘Ater o
frustrating wait,he was sent on a pilot’s course, did OTU
‘on Wellingtons and, having married his 18-year old girl
friend. was sent to the Middle East i lat 1941. He flew
with the

Volunteer Reserte.

Darby and his friends were posted to 70 Squadron
which operated from Kabrit but later moved to an
Sand was a constant problem and
conditions were basic. Twice Darby made a forced
landing. e good stories o tell of this period
when the RAF was doing s best o frusrate the build-up
of the Afrika Korps. - Shot down over Benghazi, Darby
was lust o bale out and broke his bac

advanced base.

bt the
eround. He was not wearing his dog-tag and someone
removed his watch on which his details were engra
Darby was taken to an Halian hospital and o
plastr. Lice and mosquitos plagued him. He had no proof
of identitys another body had been buried in his name
and his young wife believed herself a widow. Transferred
10 hospital in L
1o his wife, who informed Air Ministry.

he was eventually allowed o write

Gradually the paralysis etreated and Darby was able
ove around but, with thought of escape in mind, he
Jed the extent of his recovery. Then a group of
olved him in a well thought out scheme to

af from a neasby airfeld. Exerything went

il the starter batteries proved inadequate

aralysed, Dasby was recaptured and sent

kno so ance men. A
oupofther had areplrjolookingaer ety
and often swapped with French workers on the outside.
Cigarettes kept the guards quiet and also satisfied German
rauleins who lurked in the surrounding woods.

arby and his friend Angus made careful plans, went
e
clothes with French w
5 e B R
helped them to get 4 train
Hanover mainline station, where unloading began. Under
the noses of S guards, they got out o the van through u
L e o
then along the railway line and out of the

it

T e s i e o e

entually they got to
fone by train

\d Angus It the camp and
intercepted an empty American lorry from a convoy
tumed back by the Russians. They got to Magdoburg and

a cautious way 10 the railway bridge which

destroyed. Under Russan fire, they ran hard along
the firssection, which was inact, then took 1o the water
and hauled fon of the bridge
which protruded above the water. They reached the
Americans.

themselves along the secti
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“FRIDAY THE 13TH”

On Friday, 13 September 1996, at Elvington in
Yorkshire, the hard-working band of volunteers of the
Yorkshire Air Museum witnessed the culmination of
thirteen years of dedicated effort when a rebuilt Halifax
bomber was “rolled out” of the splendid new
CANADIAN MEMORIAL HANGAR.

Batch was there and reports:

ceedings commenced with the Canadian Higl
et sty el
Gen, Al DeQuettevlle, Commande, Al Comand
Cansdopnin” e Canadin morl Hangr, At
hue” by the Pasouille de Fonce the French Red
‘Amows, the Preident of the Alf Cew Association, Al
Chief Marshal Sir Michael Knight, cnded an excellent
speech by ordering the “roll-out"of the airrafl. Later,
the French Air Atache, Col. Mare Bortine, unveiled 4
plague on the Commemorative Wall
grand old

Whenthedorsopneda o owed e

The i e cf e reonsmton s 220e e
ofthe fuselag 1 HR792 which, in 1945, made a
S e e e e
acquired by a crofter for use as a hen coop. He
relinguished the section fo
Bt

Perhaps, one day, more enthusiasts will rebuild a Batle,
‘a Hampden, a Whitley or a Stirling, al of which tend to
be verloke, s hanks o the an Robinsons of his

world that some of our her

members of our own and simi
them wherever we can. You may need a repository for
your old memorabilia_- Yorkshire Air Museum,
Lashenden Air Warfare Museum and others like the
will be delighted to have them,
VISIT TO CATERPILLAR CLUB
On Tuesday, 20 May 1997, ten members visited Irvin

Acrospace Lid at Letchworth in Hertfordshire to tour th
factoris. parachute desig

Tady from the new hi
over 6,000 enthusiass, the majority of whom were ex.
s gound and e, And et sh prolysod

Friday the splendent i the markings of 158
Squr eSO el et Srid
 arh 1944 1t Apil
oty
ety
of some of the veterans present.

Apart from the Patrouille de France, aireraft were
virtwally lining up to salute “Friday”. They included a
‘sword” formation of Tomadoes from RAF Leeming,
Canadian Hercules, an AWAC from Waddington, two
Belgian aircraft and the Lancaster and Spitfire from the
Battle of Britain Memorial Fligh. Finally
diples Tremadatum e ol s oo
iember Sqn.Ldr. Robbie Stewart in the back scat, and,

ronically, two Phantoms from the Luftwale.

This was an intemnational occasion for RAF, RCAF and
Frea French Air Force squadrons were based at Elvington
during the course of the War. The cost o the Hangar was
met by the Canadian Government, the National Lotery,
4 Group and 6 Group Bomber Command associations.
and donations from commercial organisations and
individuals,

The original Halifax MK 11l LV9O7 was delivered to
158 Squadron, at RAF Lisset, on 10 March 1944, Her
first operation was on 30 March when FILSgt. Joe
Hitchman took her to Nuremburg. The last of her 128
rips was on 25 April 1945; FIO Wheeler took her safely
1o Wangerooge and b . with most
surviving wartime aircraft, she was serapped without any
thought or feeling for the future.

Fortunately, the bomb log panels were salvaged and
e now displayed in the RAF Museum at Hendon.

“The rebuilding of the Halifax was initiated by Tan
Robinson, Chairman of Yorkshire Air Museum. The
Arong wartime conncetion of the aireraft with Yorkshire
o i Mo i g e el
interest having tested Halifaxes from the Handley
1epul workibops ¢ Clfon Ak befoe rtuming
0 squadrons,

16

since those days when our lives “hung by a thread".
Thanks o Goff Shephert,we oy aninforn lunch
in the Letchworth Golf Club bar before proceedi
TR RS BN MR EAYS
ing Director and Secretary of the Caterpillar

Intheboukuan ve wihed deoof e Cormpany's
actvities, We were then conducted around
e e e e
‘chute produced by Irvin's. Every parachute carries a
identifying the operaive responsible for it
on “taking it back if it docs
boardroom, we were each given  folio-case of “goodies
including an Irvin tie, In return, we presented th
Companywith n Ao paqu wichva csived
with real enthusiasm; it will be displayed in the
Company's reception arca.

Five yars g, he Aibome ores Puscte Supprt
Trvin personnel, based at
Parbar Rl gyl
down, Irvin developed a new building at Letchworth
around which we were shown by Doug Hall, the Qulity

The Units responsibl for washin

Unit was privatised

and drying personal parachutes which have been used

been used for droppi
and repar, the equipme
humidity-controlled enironment and r
disrbutonna e wich cnures ot .v.m hutes
are checked and repacked on a monthly b
lnmw»mlh.unmplunlllu ‘hutes we used in 1939
5. The Caterpillar Club stll functions, with 32,031
members registered to date. Many of the original
applications for membership are on fle and Irvins will
supply a copy f possible but definitely ot the originls.
You can obiain a replacement C u]nlhu pin; agold one.
engraved with your name and rank
Gualifed now costs £31, wih dalve
weeks. To contact the Catérpillr Club write t0: Mrs Judy
Adams, The Caterpillar Club, Irvin Acrospace Lid
Ieknicld Way, Letchworth SG6 1EU, Batch”
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