NORMAN PIERCY - RESEARCH NOTES

149 Sgn

The squadron also formed No. 149 Squadron Conversion flight on 21 January 1942 to train new Stirling crews and on 7 October 1942 this
was formed into 1657 Heavy Conversion Unit (HCU) together with 7, 101 and 218 Squadron Conversion Flights. In August 1944, the Stirlings
gave way to Avro Lancasters, which served the squadron until 1949.

Aircraft
November 1941-June 1943: Short Stirling | (probably Normans time)
February 1943-September 1944: Short Stirling Il

Location
6 April 1942-15 May 1944: Lakenheath (Normans photos are labelled Topcliffe)

Letter to 405 (Canadian) Sgn

| am son in law to a now deceased WW2 member of 405 Sqn. He was a Flight Engineer and his name was Norman Piercy. His son and |
have been working through his vast collection of photographs of his and his family’s life and have discovered some of his wartime RAF
days. He served with 405 Sgn and then moved to the Pathfinders with 156 Sqn. In the collection we have found some photos from his
time with 405. They include photos of his crew and include one of Flt Sgt GA Davis DFM stamped "Copyright Air Ministry” on the rear.

Norman narrowly escaped death while on 405 Sqn when he was declared unfit to fly and was replaced on a sortie on 03 Dec 1943. His
crew never returned and are now buried together in Berlin along with the Engineer who replaced him. Had Norman been fit he would
have flown and would not have survived. Sadly, the DFM holder Flt Sgt Davis was among the crew who perished.

We are not sure how many sorties Norman did with 405 as sadly his log book is missing. Our research is that Norman went on to complete
28 Ops with 156 before he was involved in a ground incident at Upwood when, on landing after being hit by flak, the bombs they returned
with exploded killing 7 groundcrew and injuring Norman. He had to have his right leg amputated but strived on to become a General
Practitioner doctor and was also one of the first one legged downhill skiers in the UK.

If you are interested in receiving more info or copies of the photographs then please supply me with an e mail address.
Regards

Trevor Riley


https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Avro_Lancaster
http://www.historyofwar.org/articles/weapons_short_stirling_variants.html




From IBCC database

DAVIS, GEORGE

Personal Information

Rank
Forename(s)
Surname
Gender

Age
Decorations
Date of death
Next of kin

Aircraft Information

Aircraft
Serial Number

Markings

F/S

George Albert
DAVIS

M

22

DFM
04-Dec-1943

Son of George and May Florence Davis, of Speke, Liverpool.

Lancaster
JB222

LQ-M



Memorial information

Burial/Memorial Country Germany
Burial/Memorial Place Berlin 1939-1945 War Cemetery
Grave Reference 4.L. 4.

BCC Memorial Information

Phase 2

Panel Number 153

Enlistment information

Service Number 1027022

Service Royal Air Force Volunteer Reserve
Group 8

Squadron 405 (Vancouver)

Trade Air Gunner

Country of origin if different



Fellow Servicemen

ACORN GW (W02)

ANDERSON]J 131 (P/O

BELCHER G (F/L)

BOWRING NH (F/0)

HOLDER CM (F/S)

HOLLAND GC (P/0)

Last Operation information

Start Date 03-Dec-1943
End Date 04-Dec-1943
Takeoff Station Gransden Lodge
Day/Night raid Night

Leipzig. 527 aircraft. By way of a diversion, the main force took a direct route toward Berlin and then
turned off for Leipzig, by which time German fighters were already amongst them and scoring
successes. Fortunately many were called back to Berlin once the Mosquito diversionary raid began. as a
result only three bombers were thought to have been Lost in the target area. Some aircraft flew off

Operation course and ended up in the heavily defended Frankfurt area and most of the losses sustained this night
were amongst them. PFF marking was accurate and the resultant bombing was effective. The former
World Fair exhibition buildings were hit, some of which had been converted into a Junkers aircraft
factory.

Reason for Loss Crashed near Delitsch, Germany


https://internationalbcc.co.uk/losses/acorn-gw-%c2%a5/
https://internationalbcc.co.uk/losses/anderson-j-%c2%a5-2/
https://internationalbcc.co.uk/losses/belcher-g-%c2%a5/
https://internationalbcc.co.uk/losses/bowring-nh-%c2%a5/
https://internationalbcc.co.uk/losses/holder-cm-%c2%a5/
https://internationalbcc.co.uk/losses/holland-gc-%c2%a5/

156 Sgn

February 1942, 156 Squadron reformed at Raf Alconbury in Huntingdonshire as a medium bomber squadron equipped with Wellingtons
and operated under 3 Group. A few months later when the Pathfinder Force formed in August 1942, No 156 was one of the four squadrons
selected to form the nucleus of the new force, with the object of securing more concentrated and effective bombing by marking targets
with incendiary bombs and flares dropped from aircraft flown by experienced crew and using the latest navigational equipment. It
remained with the Pathfinder Force for the rest of the European war and, still flying Wellingtons at first and then Lancasters, played a
major part in Bomber Command's Offensive. In over a span of 38 months of operations it dropped 16,017 tons of bombs and lost 45
Wellingtons and 117 Lancasters.

The Stations 156 Squadron were based at
ALCONBURY 14/2/42 TO 15/8/42

WARBOYS 15/8/42 TO 5/3/44

UPWOOD 5/3/44 TO 27/6/45 (Normans time)
WYTON 27/6/45 TO 25/9/45

From 156 Sgn web page www.156squadron.com

106 Squadron Crewy Lis

Sereant NT PIERCY RAF Q041544 0091944 %

New Search Home



http://www.156squadron.com/#Normans
http://www.156squadron.com/#Normans

Normans flying record 156 Sgn

JB663 9/04/1944 Lille

JB663 10/04/1944 Laon

JBAAY 1110411944 Aachen

JB663 20/04/1944 Koln

JB663 2210411944 Laon

JB188 3105/1944 MontDidier

JB188 1110571944 Hasselt

NDa78 2200511944 Orleans

ND97§ 2710511944 Aachen

NDAT8 311051944 Tergnier

ND3T [si06/1944 Houlgate

NDA78 8106/1944 Fougeres

NDA78 0/06/1944 Le Mans

NDAT8 23106/1944 Coubronnes

NDA78 200711944 Qisemont

D978 TI07/1944 Vaires

hDa78 10/07/1944 NuCourt

NDA78 1100711944 Gapenne

D534 1200711944 Tours

NDAT8 1510711944 NuCourt

PB186 19/07/1944 Rollez

NDA78 710811944 Normandy

ND97TE 26/08/1944 Kiel

ND534 27108/1944 Marquise Mimoyecques

ND581 311081944 Lumbres

NDA78 5/09/1944 Le Havre

ND78 9/09/1944 Le Havre

NDA7E 0910911944 Upwood Imjured
New Search M



http://www.156squadron.com/#Normans

Normans total sortie crew details 156 Sqn

Killed In Action m 156 Squadron Crew List Wounded  Evaded

| | B | i | i i ol
Y0410 Lile ) L Jscor F_JFARRS N [WATSON W JPERCY  |F JEwENS 5 JJACKSON A JsHEPHERD A
1004194 Leon 8669 L Jscorr P_[FARRIS N Jwarson  w Jrercy  JF JEwens s Jlackson A JSHEPHERD A
104194 JAachen B9 L Jscomr P_[FARRIS N Jwarson  w Jrercy  JF Jewens 3 JJackson i SHEPHERD A
00419 [kon g5t L Jscorr R N Jwarson  w Jeercy  JF JEwens s Jackson nlsHepHERD A
o Jlan B6t9 L Jscomr P_[FARRIS N Jwarson  w Jrercy  JF Jewens 5 Jlackson i JsHEPHERD A
5/194 MoniDider 1B16 L Jscom P_|FARRIS N_[WATSON W_|PERCY | JEWENS S_JACKSON A [SHEPHERD A
T0SI194 | Hasselt IB16 L Jscor F_|FARRIS N [WATSON W JPERCY  |F JEWENS 5 JJACKSON A JsHEPHERD A
2205104 [Oreans NDo78 L Jscorr R N Jwarson  Jw Jeercy  JF Jewens s Jlackson JeHePHERD A
aosheu [pacnen NDa78 L Jscomr P_[FARRIS N Jwarson  Jw Jrercy  JF Jewens 5 Jlackson i SHEPHERD A
305194 |Terumer NDO78 L Jscor R N Jwarson  Jw Jrercy  JF JEwens s |Jackson lsHepHERD A
10611944 Houlgate ND978 L Jscorr P_[FARRIS N Jwarson — w Jrercy  JF Jewens 5 Jlackson i JsHEPHERD A
BI0G/1944 Fougeres ND978 L Jscomr P_[FARRIS N [waTSON  |W JPERCY  |F [EWENS S JJACKsON A~ [SHEPHERD A
90611944 Le Mars NDo78 L Jscor F_|FARRS N [WATSON _ |W JPERCY  |F |EWENS S_JJACKSON A |[SHEPHERD A
23061344 Coubromes NDI78 L Jscorr F_JFARRIS N [WATSON W JPERCY  |F JEWENS S |SHEPHERD A JliAcksON A
2071944 Oisemont NDa78 L Jscorr P_[FARRIS N Jwarson  w Jrercy  JF Jewens S |SHEPHERD b Jiackson A
07944 Vaires. NDO78 L Jscor R N Jwarson  Jw Jeercy  JF Jewens S |SHEPHERD [ Jliackson M) [ ]
0071944 NuCout ND978 L Jscorr P_[raRRis N Jwarson  [w Jrercy  JF Jewens S JJACKSON i JJstErHERD A |stEveNs v |
HI07/1944 Gapenne ND978 L Jscomr P_[FARRIS N Jwarson  w Jeercy  JF Jewens 3 Jlackson i SHEPHERD A [ ]
1207194 |Tours ND534 L [oRIFEN P_|HUDSON N_[NEGUS W_JPErcy  |F_Jovson s [MUR A |MACGREGOR A
15/07/1944 NuCour NDO78 L Jscorr F_JFARRS N [WATSON  |W |FIERC F_JEWENS S |SHEPHERD A JliAcksON A
1907194 |Rolez PB1S5 L Jscomr P_[FARRIS N Jwarson — Jw JRiEgc F_[EWENS S |SHEPHERD b Jiackson A
0811944 Nomandy NDO78 L JensHavsa R N Jwarson — Jw Jriere F[Ewens S |SHEPHERD h Jauen A Joieerr v
h0aeM [l ND978 L [oncHawHAL P_[FARRIS N Jwarson W JRiEge F_[EWENS S _|SHEPHERD b JBRcH A Jouserr v
21081944 Marouise Mimovecaues ND5M L Joaon P_[CHANDLER N Joreene  [w Jeruce  [F Jreme s JLnpsay b JroNE A |PERCY F
M09 |Lumbres ND391 T EN P |LEws N [CARRAD  |W [BRIGGS  |F |HODGES S KRk A vt A |PERCY F
610971944 Le Havte NDO78 L [ENGHAVHAL F_|FARRS N JEVEREST _ |W JPEFCY  |F_|EMENS S_|SHEPHERD A JHEATRICK A |oleerr v
i09/1944 L Have. NDa78 L [encHAw-HAL P_[FARRS N JEVEREST  |W JPERCY  |F JEWENS S [SHEPHERD A JHEATRICK A Joleerr |V
g09/1044 Upiiood NDO78 L Jeur 6 Juole G Joraau  Jo Jiowes s |THoupson G JElLS 6 [pERCY F

Norman was an ever present till the accident: slipping in as extra crew on 2 trips.
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Details Le Havre 5" Sep — aborted mission

Ay . Moe«l86 dquadron.
Fou Tue Moxtn or SERTRINR.......... 19 bdss

e e ————— e e
|

DuTy Darans or Sowrin o

Taak, EINDHOVE A/F.Target attacked at 17
| NS TV RV R LT W0 LG
SUE. Shrat. snd_neoohd_run.se we ordilted o
.Mﬂ'lfﬂ“umm&lm. oud or
=2 Al 0arnl, Tl s was abow) 1707 |
Mﬂh“ to bamb macke covered the target,ind we
“wm e gemtreor t‘nm iy

conoentaation, One ‘_ﬁgt !

| mnqmnmv.sa hna. Socm. 13,900. 24,
on arriwal at 1835 hon, rather W7 of 4/P,Bcne
: yware-sean to urdershoot - sbout
R hre,but did not lﬂn‘at htln‘hin‘_.lfl‘ wan
g Y, 'M!'.!"I “mm . & woll
patterned deer ” hlo) B tuatied,
L Wm een toger ahoot,The fu..lm.rg 1nntnm1:. "
MM JBasement. £1ight plan

L umuaem:rnaa":w
i “oomiantation

o ML2, 30 hra
y g oon il o .w“cj]nd: t4a. whioh
Wy th wird
e gt iyl e AR I R o
omomtration of amoke', Slight I/F,prodicted soourate.one photo
edyBamb 1oad b-!!-!dﬁﬁ 8573000 o5 TR TAY,
X'1,000 AN i, D 028,2 X 1,000 AN 65 7D 02,

AT T

Ilﬂll-'ru'got “attacked at 1837.12 hra fron 13,000 £t
-eanoeded- by the. time-we arslved mmd were o aligh
wnderahoot €0 the NW,0ur own Reds fell very olose to the AP
Pt Wl et isal 1y micke covered for th Bl ag ron,
1y semed round the A/P with sone updarahooting,
Joad as above.

?/b Gmna A PO B S AR Ll
7/0 3.5, Huugh. :




Closer view
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The accident

10911344 \Thursday | The Commanding Officer (W/C T.L. BINGHAN-HALL DFC) assumed command o the Stafion during the absence on leayve of GIC J.L. AIREY DFC, WIC D.B. FALCONER DFC AFC assumed temporary command of the Squadron. WIC R.J. BURROUGH "A"
Flight Commander attachad to RAF Stafion Wyton pending posfing.

1091344 Friday | AIC detailed for operafions. The target was again LE HAVRE. The German gamison is sl holding out there. SIL T.E. 1SON DFC was Master Bomber and 5L A.W.G. COCHRANE DFC Deputy Master Bomber. Cloud was 10/10ths over the target area, and the
attack had to be abandoned. 13 non operafional iights

fnowm, the bombs which were on the trailer exploded. Seven aimen were killed, and frace of 4 of these airman could not be found. They Were classfed "Missing, believed kiled” 3 airmen were dangerously injured and many others were injured. FIQ C.W.
MOSELEY and crew posted from 186 Squadron,

. Fﬂmwﬂ Salurday |3 AC detailed for aperafions against LE HAVRE. The mission was abortive owing to thunderetorms and 10/10ths cloud. A serious accident occurred foday. Bombs wera being remaved fiom ane of the aircraft an the disposal point. Far some reasan, nat yat

100054 oty 5 A e o peslis v LERAVRE 17000 pertnelight
11109/1944 13 AVC detailed for operafions - 3 daylight raid on GELSENKIRCHEN. All proceeded. 1 A(C missing, SIL AW.RAW and crew. The tarost was strongly defended and 10 aircraftwere hit and damaged by fak. 3 non operafional fights (Gelsenkirchen
|12f{)9f1944 | Uesday |5 AIC defaied for dayliont operations against SCHOLVEN. 18 further aircraft detailed for the nighis operaiions on FRANKFURT. 15 proceeded. Today LE HAVRE at 35t surendered. A memarial senvice was held today on 8" Flight dispersal for the aimen who Echu\ven Frankdurt
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Sortie timings

Target: Le Havre

Mission Date: 9/09/1944
Mission Comments:

09:43

NDS78 Lancaster Il W/C BINGHAM-HALL 06:57
[lLancaster 1 |wic FALCONER 09:43
ND422 l[Lancaster |Fio LEWIS 06:57 09:43
09:43

[nDs18 [Cancaster i JE/t cLAYTON
ND875 Lancaster SIL ISON 07:00 09:35 [
Fome

11



From RAF Upwood website http://www.rafupwood.co.uk/156squadron.htm

DEDICATION TO THE GROUND CREWS

,

Cpl. James Albert Mole pictured right on the front row

On the 9th of September 1944, an accident happened when the ground crew of 156 squadron were removing the bomb load from
Lancaster Il ND978 GT At 11.20 the bombs load exploded killing 6 people. Lancaster ND978 GT brought back the bomb load from
le Havre due to most hazardous circumstances, flown by Squadron CO W/C/ T L Bingham-hall DFC.

The men Killed while serving our country were:

156 Squadron Royal Air Force Volunteer Reserve.

Cpl. William Edward Gill... AGE 25, Cpl. James Albert Mole... AGE 29
LAC Herbert Bromley Jones... AGE 33, LAC James Frederick Thompson... AGE 42
ACI James Ellis... AGE 23, 9156 Servicing Ech. LAC Thomas Edward Henry Graham... AGE 25
Sgt. N. Piercy was injured during the explosion

9 Sept 1944 Lancaster Ill ND978 GT-

Wrecked 1120 when a nearby Lancaster exploded.

Exploded 1120 during the removal of the bomb load brought back a few hours previous under most hazardous circumstances from Le
Havre by the Squadron CO W/C T L Bingham-Hall DFC. Of the identified casualties, Cpl Gill is buried at Garforth; Cpl Mole lies in High
Wycombe cemetery and four, including 42 year old LAC Thompson, are commemorated on the Runnymede Memorial.
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BILL SHEPHERD 156 record (Normans normal Mid upper gunner)

__-!
Sergeant FREDERICK VALENTINE HERBERT SHEFHERD 620714 200411942 27108/1942

light Sergeant OHN GOODWILLIE SHEFHERD 1071280 6/09/1942 71031943 15 l
Sergeant W 1 SHEPHERD RAF 182214 8/04/1944 2311011944 40

New Search

Home

10 Sep (the next day)
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BINGHAM HALL COMMENDATION

Note the similarities in the 9 Sep 1944 sortie.

e

o e[t g e fomnws |

156 (711011944 Keve  |PBA07  |Lancaster hilst circling the target the C.0's aircraft was hit by heavy flak, the port inner engine caught fire and was feathered. On completion of Master Bombing duties the aircraft made its solitary homeward journey on three engines and was successfully landed at base.
n spite of intense flak this raid was a very sucessful one.
ED] - See DSO commendation for Bingham-Hall regarding this mission.
B ot e  Deoohm |y Dgwbm  smeo [Gmky [0 Dossd |
”w:c l IBINGH&MHAI.L ‘DGO DFCMID ‘g l ‘ v ‘ l ‘ ‘ ‘
Y
LW [FARRIS DFC lﬂ v 128517
FI0 A (WATSON DFC_ ‘ Z i/ 159013
Y
Wio IM COULSON DFC_ ‘ a i/ 542345
Y
FiLt AR EWENS IDFC ,n ‘/ \Aus. 417823
St W SHEPHERD 1 4 i/ 1822124
Y
Fisot EC BANGS ‘ Z 2 i/ 1399979 RHEINBERG WAR CEMETERY 2042327 2110211945
Y
FiLt PA MURPHY DFC_ ‘ a i/ 160834
i
P Y T P

Normans obituary in the Scotsman

https://www.scotsman.com/news/obituaries/obituary-dr-norman-piercy-general-practitioner-and-disabled-athlete-1-1522099
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https://www.scotsman.com/news/obituaries/obituary-dr-norman-piercy-general-practitioner-and-disabled-athlete-1-1522099

	DAVIS, GEORGE

