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NORMAN PIERCY – RESEARCH NOTES 

149 Sqn 

The squadron also formed No. 149 Squadron Conversion flight on 21 January 1942 to train new Stirling crews and on 7 October 1942 this 
was formed into 1657 Heavy Conversion Unit (HCU) together with 7, 101 and 218 Squadron Conversion Flights. In August 1944, the Stirlings 
gave way to Avro Lancasters, which served the squadron until 1949.  

Aircraft 
November 1941-June 1943: Short Stirling I (probably Normans time) 
February 1943-September 1944: Short Stirling III 
 

Location 
6 April 1942-15 May 1944: Lakenheath (Normans photos are labelled Topcliffe) 
 

Letter to 405 (Canadian) Sqn 

I am son in law to a now deceased WW2 member of 405 Sqn.  He was a Flight Engineer and his name was Norman Piercy.  His son and I 
have been working through his vast collection of photographs of his and his family’s life and have discovered some of his wartime RAF 
days.  He served with 405 Sqn and then moved to the Pathfinders with 156 Sqn.  In the collection we have found some photos from his 
time with 405.  They include photos of his crew and include one of Flt Sgt GA Davis DFM stamped "Copyright Air Ministry" on the rear. 

Norman narrowly escaped death while on 405 Sqn when he was declared unfit to fly and was replaced on a sortie on 03 Dec 1943.  His 
crew never returned and are now buried together in Berlin along with the Engineer who replaced him.  Had Norman been fit he would 
have flown and would not have survived.  Sadly, the DFM holder Flt Sgt Davis was among the crew who perished. 

We are not sure how many sorties Norman did with 405 as sadly his log book is missing.  Our research is that Norman went on to complete 
28 Ops with 156 before he was involved in a ground incident at Upwood when, on landing after being hit by flak, the bombs they returned 
with exploded killing 7 groundcrew and injuring Norman.  He had to have his right leg amputated but strived on to become a General 
Practitioner doctor and was also one of the first one legged downhill skiers in the UK. 

If you are interested in receiving more info or copies of the photographs then please supply me with an e mail address. 

Regards 

Trevor Riley 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Avro_Lancaster
http://www.historyofwar.org/articles/weapons_short_stirling_variants.html
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From IBCC database 

DAVIS, GEORGE 
Personal Information 

Rank F/S 

Forename(s) George Albert  

Surname DAVIS 

Gender M 

Age 22 

Decorations DFM 

Date of death 04-Dec-1943 

Next of kin Son of George and May Florence Davis, of Speke, Liverpool. 

Aircraft Information 

Aircraft Lancaster 

Serial Number JB222 

Markings LQ-M 
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Memorial information 

Burial/Memorial Country Germany 

Burial/Memorial Place Berlin 1939-1945 War Cemetery 

Grave Reference 4. L. 4. 

BCC Memorial Information 

Phase 2 

Panel Number 153 

Enlistment information 

Service Number 1027022 

Service Royal Air Force Volunteer Reserve 

Group 8 

Squadron 405 (Vancouver) 

Trade Air Gunner 

Country of origin if different  
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Fellow Servicemen 

ACORN GW (WO2) 

ANDERSON J 131 (P/O) 

BELCHER G (F/L) 

BOWRING NH (F/O) 

HOLDER CM (F/S) 

HOLLAND GC (P/O) 

Last Operation information 

Start Date 03-Dec-1943 

End Date 04-Dec-1943 

Takeoff Station Gransden Lodge 

Day/Night raid Night 

Operation 

Leipzig. 527 aircraft. By way of a diversion, the main force took a direct route toward Berlin and then 
turned off for Leipzig, by which time German fighters were already amongst them and scoring 
successes. Fortunately many were called back to Berlin once the Mosquito diversionary raid began. as a 
result only three bombers were thought to have been Lost in the target area. Some aircraft flew off 
course and ended up in the heavily defended Frankfurt area and most of the losses sustained this night 
were amongst them. PFF marking was accurate and the resultant bombing was effective. The former 
World Fair exhibition buildings were hit, some of which had been converted into a Junkers aircraft 
factory. 

Reason for Loss Crashed near Delitsch, Germany 

https://internationalbcc.co.uk/losses/acorn-gw-%c2%a5/
https://internationalbcc.co.uk/losses/anderson-j-%c2%a5-2/
https://internationalbcc.co.uk/losses/belcher-g-%c2%a5/
https://internationalbcc.co.uk/losses/bowring-nh-%c2%a5/
https://internationalbcc.co.uk/losses/holder-cm-%c2%a5/
https://internationalbcc.co.uk/losses/holland-gc-%c2%a5/
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156 Sqn 

February 1942, 156 Squadron reformed at Raf Alconbury in Huntingdonshire as a medium bomber squadron equipped with Wellingtons 
and operated under 3 Group. A few months later when the Pathfinder Force formed in August 1942, No 156 was one of the four squadrons 
selected to form the nucleus of the new force, with the object of securing more concentrated and effective bombing by marking targets 
with incendiary bombs and flares dropped from aircraft flown by experienced crew and using the latest navigational equipment. It 
remained with the Pathfinder Force for the rest of the European war and, still flying Wellingtons at first and then Lancasters, played a 
major part in Bomber Command's Offensive. In over a span of 38 months of operations it dropped 16,017 tons of bombs and lost 45 
Wellingtons and 117 Lancasters. 

The Stations 156 Squadron were based at 

ALCONBURY 14/2/42 TO 15/8/42 

WARBOYS 15/8/42 TO 5/3/44 

UPWOOD 5/3/44 TO 27/6/45 (Normans time) 

WYTON 27/6/45 TO 25/9/45 

 

From 156 Sqn web page    www.156squadron.com

http://www.156squadron.com/#Normans
http://www.156squadron.com/#Normans
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Normans flying record 156 Sqn

 

  

http://www.156squadron.com/#Normans
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Normans total sortie crew details 156 Sqn 

Norman was an ever present till the accident: slipping in as extra crew on 2 trips. 
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Details Le Havre 5th Sep – aborted mission 
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Closer view 

 

The accident 
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Sortie timings 
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From RAF Upwood website    http://www.rafupwood.co.uk/156squadron.htm 

DEDICATION TO THE GROUND CREWS 

 
Cpl. James Albert Mole pictured right on the front row 

On the 9th of September 1944, an accident happened when the ground crew of 156 squadron were removing the bomb load from 
Lancaster III ND978 GT  At 11.20 the bombs load exploded killing 6 people. Lancaster ND978 GT brought back the bomb load from 
le Havre due to most hazardous circumstances, flown by Squadron CO W/C/ T L Bingham-hall DFC. 

The men Killed while serving our country were: 
156 Squadron Royal Air Force Volunteer Reserve. 

Cpl. William Edward Gill... AGE 25, Cpl. James Albert Mole... AGE 29 
LAC Herbert Bromley Jones... AGE 33, LAC James Frederick Thompson... AGE 42 

ACI James Ellis... AGE 23, 9156 Servicing Ech. LAC Thomas Edward Henry Graham... AGE 25 
Sgt. N. Piercy was injured during the explosion 

9 Sept 1944 Lancaster III ND978 GT- 
Wrecked 1120 when a nearby Lancaster exploded.  
Exploded 1120 during the removal of the bomb load brought back a few hours previous under most hazardous circumstances from Le 
Havre by the Squadron CO W/C T L Bingham-Hall DFC. Of the identified casualties, Cpl Gill is buried at Garforth; Cpl Mole lies in High 
Wycombe cemetery and four, including 42 year old LAC Thompson, are commemorated on the Runnymede Memorial. 
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BILL SHEPHERD 156 record (Normans normal Mid upper gunner) 

 

 

10 Sep (the next day) 
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BINGHAM HALL COMMENDATION 

Note the similarities in the 9 Sep 1944 sortie. 

 

 

Normans obituary in the Scotsman 

 

https://www.scotsman.com/news/obituaries/obituary-dr-norman-piercy-general-practitioner-and-disabled-athlete-1-1522099 
 
 

https://www.scotsman.com/news/obituaries/obituary-dr-norman-piercy-general-practitioner-and-disabled-athlete-1-1522099

	DAVIS, GEORGE

