"HOLTEN IN OORLOGSTJID (1964

HOLTEN IN WARTIME

LANCASTER CRASHED TN HOLTEREROEK.

vere given. Like with other attackflights, also ihis time not.all planes should be
“ble to execute iheir missions successfully and return safely to their bases. At the
end of the attack it appeared that fifteen planes of No. 5 Group were missing. One of
‘those Lancasters crashed that night near Holten. We'll trace the flight of this
machine.

After they had occupied themselves with things like briefing, disiribution of the
> “the filling up the plancs with some 5900 litres of fuel, the loading
‘and ammunition and finally the tests and checks of the engines, at last
Yhe signal ‘take off' was given thal evening. One after another iwelve lancasters of
Yo. 9 Squadron R.A.¥. which were employed that night, flashed along the runvay on

Bardney base. At 19-02nrs ex
took off. Smorting the engine w
vhich in the eveninglight forned a formation. Fos
D vas'to bo the 26ih operational flight they {lew together. They flew for the seven-
teenth 4ime in this old but reliable and safe 'box', which had already 368 flying
hours. A very large number, which were flown during about 50 operational and many
Yesttiights. Anong the members of the crew who knew each other already since the
eaining, a grest friendship had grown the course of momths, In June 1944 they hed
quadron and almost inmediately used in the bomb atiacks on the
3 June 1944 they executed their firat
The following attacks were for
allied

pport, o
rman towns,vhile one time tne Ditch

remarkable one. They had taken part in the

f1ignt vas
n-of-war Tirpitz was attacked. The

' at vhich the famou

Sended in the Norwegian Al

these attacks
ehip and the aircraft flew back to
For ihi night the sttack vas aind st Dortmnd-Bue canal, neer te town of minster.
The intention was io destroy hereby the enemy nes between the German indu-
stzial areas upon the Runx and the front nesr before large
al1ied airborne units were dropped.
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F/Lt Charles Scott from Glasgow flew the Lancaster back home, The German flak was
but as soon as they had reached Holland , it soon diminished,

. Suddenly there wvas a loud crack. It
was clear that the plane was hit, but nobody had seen or heard anything, Bocause
they did not see any flak,the créw vas convinced that it had been @ German night—
fighter, which had attacked them, The Tight inside engine proved to be hit and soon
licking flames came out of it. Very quick the man came to action and tried to put
out the flames, unfortunately without any result. Snortly after the second engine
caught Tire too at the starboard side, F/Lt Scott realised that now nothing could
anymore. The plane could hardly be controlled and a quick decision
. He suggested to try to make a forced landing in the liberated area,
soth of Arnhem. Suddenly the Lancaster lost mich height and was not under control
anymore, where upon Scott ordered the crew via the intercom to bail out
Probably at that moment the right wing burned through, whereaftier the bomber swung
round and tumbled down. The crew found their way to the escaping hatches. Only
F/Sgt Leslie Langley succecded in opening the hatch, leaving the plane and Teaching
the ground safely, he, however, sprained his ankle. "It was as if it took me two
hours before i managed to open the hatch, which was underneath me, after which i
Jjumped immediately", Mr. Langley told, when we visited him summer 1979 at his
home in one of the subure of London, He went on: "That i opened it at the very last
moment, 18 clear from the fact that i came down in the meadow next to where the
plane érashed. The parachute must have opened very shortly before i touched the
fround, Of the jump 4 don't recall anytning, Imnediately i put off my parachute,
hid it in a snall trench and on my knees i drank some draughts of vater from & ditch,
1o come 1o myself again. Fof & short iime i looked around if i say anyone of my
e of the extreme heat of the burning plane, I could not approach to
+ that the Cernans would appear and that i had to
iake my heels very soon, Limping i ran off, on course of my conpass, in a southern
direction.

s & matter of fact all this had not gone totally unnoted by the Holten population.
The heavy sound of the formation flying over had enticed a few people to go outside
eventhough time during which people had to stay in had already begun at 8-00p.m. It
alvays vas fascinating view. The eastern sky was lighted red, caused by fires in
ihe Ruhrgebiet; searchlights scanned the sky for planes, while Very 1i
flares, flekshells and tracer bullets flickered up against the nightly darkne
Not. seldom planes crashed and this night too several of them were seen comin
&round 23-30 hrs, when from the

east a plane becane visible which b
dangerously. The sound of the Toaring engines pierced everybody 1o the very
narrow, as Af it vere the last cry of a dying anizal, Seme people vent into a
anic, Sleeping children were waken up. A few people ran up to the falling plane,
Becording to the advices of the Civil Defence, Fortunately the plane {lew over the

but crashed at the Populierendijk in Holterbroek, Far in the neighbourhood
the shoek could be felt and the surroundings were lighted up by the glow of the
fire, o0 that soe the covs in the pastures, while the trees cast their shadows on
the Binister lighted land, that was frightened up 8o sudden in thiw autumn night.

Inmediately after the ghoup commander of the constabulary, Hallink,charged a nunber
of his men with the garding of the plane, Mr. H.J, Holternan, deputy commander of
She OD came to the spot personally snd stated that a more engined English plane had
cerashod and vas fully splintered and that several flyers were killed in the crash.
in to a meadow. (This was top-turret gunne
acked the earth

before their parachutes could open, Later one more dead airman vas mentioned, found
at the Evertjesveg. In the alternoon the latter vas iransported to the mortuary at
She old cemelery by the neareat farmer, Asnstoot 'De Grieze', with his cart.

()




On Tuesday morning September 26th the dead bodies in the burned out plane were
collected and coffined by mnicipal workers. Then it became clear that in and under
the wreckage were the mortal Temains of four young men who were badly mutilated by
the fire. So six victims were recovered in total.

The very morning at 11-20hrs they were buried on the cemetery.

Bonb aimer F/Sgt Leslie Langley had walked on in a wearisome way, in spite of his
sprained ankle. When he arrived at the Schipbeek, he followed it in a western
direction. Only when it was nearly morning he knocked at a house and presented
himself with the words: "Ik bin English', one of the phrases which were on an
infornation leaflet all zllied flyers had, to make surviving and escaping in
ocoupied area more easily. The people, hovever, didn't dare to let hin come in
and Langley continued on his way. Near Deventer, where the Schipbeek flows together
with the Ijssel, he followed the Ijssel in a southern direction, in the supposition
that somewhere in the neighbournood of Zutphen he would meet the british army which
would march on from Arnhem. He didn't know that the situation in Arnhem was very
bad for the English at that moment. Leslie had walked on for three nights, sleeping
in the daytime, when one early morning he knocked at the door of the family Gradus
Visser in Gorssel. Only a few words were needed to make clear what had happened
and vhat his plans vere. They let hin in and explained 10 hin the bad situation of
se going on. He hovever, could not stay &t the
Visser fanily, Too many Gernans were arround Father Visser nevertheless arrange
contacts with the underground movement and a safe shelter was found for Langley at
the Koeslag family in Laren, a family extremely active in helping allied flyers,
Fron Koeslag, Langley was conveyed by ,'Kees' of the Holten underground group to the
farn 'Buisweerd', from where he was taken by some persons in hiding there to
Reterink in Zuidloo, This was about three veeks after the crash, Langley stayed
here for nearly seven months, together with John Miller who, the same night, was
shot down in the envizonent of Zelhen, Tho atier still vor hie uniforn and had
his pistol with him, He wanted to defend himself and refer to the convention of
Geneva in case he would be taken prisoner, After New Year they were joined by the
Norwegian flyer Kare Herfjord of No. 332 Squadron R.A.F., who had made a forced
ng on January 4th, 1945, in the Rijssenseveen behind the farm of the family
an ingenious way shelters were made for the persons in hiding in &
the daytine they mostly were in the farmhouse. Sometimes there were
situation when two German friendly policemen from Bathmen came 1o
nen for coffee, while the flyers vere playing Honopely in sother
which Langley clearly gave proof of his past as a
unting noney. Tht Monopoly gane helped then through the long
Honthe they had 16 avait the liberation.

i se i 6th 1945 an armoured car of the Canadian 8th Reconnaissance Regiment
cane near the farm, the three airman jumped in and were brought —without having
time to say boodo-bye— behind the lines. For interrogation they went on to Breda.
After thesx adentity had been checked, they vere flown 1o England and on April
fiancee in London. You can easily
s for everybody. The Langleys in London had lived in anxious
suspence during all Yhose months, Via the Red Cross organization they knew there
s only ome survivor. Who he vas could not be determined, because not all vietims
could be identified.
After the war Leslie Langley, now working at an insurance firm in London more than
once visited the Reterink family and also the spot where his plane crashed.




In 1947 he vas back for the first time and visited the family J. van Schooten,
Living about 200 metres from the place of c

h.

as)
Just at that moment a housepainter worked there. Painter and ex-airman Sto

ho had
conveyed Langley from Koeslag in Laren to Buisweerd, Later on Langley wes taken to

the farm of H. Reterink in Zuidloo, where he was liberated at last.

4 flyer is missing

A short tine after the liberation there were some problems vith regard to the ident-
ification of the fallen airnen. There has been some talk on the missing of the
British F/0 C.E.M. Craham, navigator of the Lancaster NF 923 of No. 617 Squadron
R.A.F. (known as the Dambuster squadron which had the'deptroying of the
barrages to their credit) The plane had also taken part in the attack on the
Dortmund-Bis canal near Minster, was, however, attacked by a German nightfighter
and lost 1t's course and had flown high over Holten. It appeared that this airman
was severely wounded in an airfight over Twente and had got a shock. Because the
4 a nomal landing anynore, Graham

Gernan

life. The other members of
oxception of the pilot F/Lt G.S. ('Geoff') Stout. fle lost his life when the plane
crashed at the Vordensebinnenveg in the municipality of Lochen.
& inquizy after the location of the F/0 Grahan's grave had no result. In Holten
nobody knew about a flyer with this name and an extensive investigation by the
municipality of Holten in which many places in the neighbourhood were summoned,
didn't help to make this case clear.
Should be anong those aimen buried in Holten of whom som
Sfied, Ttwas most evident that it concerned the victin found at the Evertjeswes.
The mortal zemains were disinterred on November 6th 1945 and interred on the
militery cemetery at Oosterbeek in squere IV, row C, grave 13
Vas placed with the indication C,E.M, Graham, Flying Officer, 159957.
Yo the opinion of & member of the Holten CD at that time, there was still no proc
thet 1t veaily concerned the flyer mentioned above. It reaily concerned the flye
entioned above. It acened as if they had passed off the matier to satisfy the
victin's father, Major - General Sir M.W.A.P. Graham, KEE, CB, MC, - a high officer
In the taff of Field - Marshal Montgonery - to appoini the exact place of his son's
uas the more peculiar, because now in olten in fact they missed a dead
P had orashed the same nignt in Holterbroek. After it was
ifferent, severely mutilated flyers should
> They then thought that it concerned the flyers Hayward and
Derding, resting in # joint grave, as to be seen to this day at the cemetery regar-
ding the 1ittle space between the two tombatones,
Yoi54 is to accept that the identilication was correct and that it really concered
the flyer who cane down &t the Evertjesweg.
o had & talk with Mr. H.J, Bosschers. He rememberd having seen

of

tsomething! came doy
P been an RoA.F, man who had fallen down at the Evertjesweg. It appeared to be
dark, slightly built person with small hands

oo Dt i



. G.J. Huisman, inhabitant of Holten, at that time hidden for the Germansai the

Tanily Tansen iMonime, slep 1iving In Uhis ares; aleo renenbored the doaa fiyer vho

was found in the mornining:

"Evidently he had come down hard, because we could see an imprint of the body in the
On his collar he had a badse in yellov and red vith sickle and hamer, urile

there vas a ring on one of his hands with & picture of a red Indian's head, Blo

£an fron s nouth, T could aee that i vas not the firat peraon on the epoty g

the parachute had been cut off and was hidden under some bru

I took it home with me. later i saw that the parachutecloth Mt

in aifferent places. Tn my opinion that vas the cause of the Tlyerars deathon

At Bitanpla tojtzace hov 1t 811 cane 1o, paes Wiy F/O Grahan had come down in
found 4

the comtng period.

F/0 Petch was liberated on April 10th 1945 in Nijverdal.

Flight-engineer P/0 A.W. Benting landed severely wounded in the minicipality
mouse of ine fanily Tempelnsn of the

Borkeldweg, near ier with Holten. With the firing of pis'

chots he drew the attention of the fanily. He, however, had a shot wound throuzh

hie head and through his calf of a leg; they could not help him in the right way.

They took him a short time aftervards to & hospital in Enschede, but there he died

a few days later.

£/0 Granan had aleo taken part in the attack on the Tizpits and probably had
gotten this badge in Russia.

Ihe other members of the crew vere ore fortunate, F/Sgt F.L. ('Peter) Wnitiaker,
top turret gunner, came down not far from P/0 Benting sshhd ‘the farmhouse

o M rerik "bewrtjer vemy active in the Tesistance movement where he vas

(*3411) Rupert, a canadian, landed safely on the Markeloseberg,
B ied say from ihexe and also cane in fouch with the underground. Togeiher with
' feliov crovmenbes Peior Unittaker ne oo voe on enthousiastic co-vorker at the
e ominen.of ama, etc. Tor the resistance. In chapter 9 about the resistance
movement, more vill be t01d about.

/0 7.0, Allen nothing ia known, except that

survived the var. e e e
2% last at a hiding address in Bastern Holland

Many tharks o the author Martin Hols for the iranslation from Dutch to Bnglish
from the book HOLTEN IN OORLOGSTJD (1984) from the Saunders family.
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