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towards trebdon s were thick and we got covered with
soratches but they a first class cover and the
lasted forsseveral miles.ye jorentuslly oans to o cleering
and found ourselves alon way,it was as light
day and I kept praying that otouds wewiy cover the moon but
Do such luck.A train was in sight heading north so we lay
low at the edge of the forest,our hearts beating 1ike
thunder,and every snap of a twig sounded like an sxplosion.
As soon as the train had passed we crossed the rails,we




May Sth.

ay 6th.

the. rallowinp evening but as Curly was in pain we didnt get
very f

I decided to try a farm to get help for Curly,at first the
farmer did not like the idea but after a short while he
decided to let u8 stay in the barn as long as we didnt stay
more then one day.He gave us some wine and some bread and
what was most weloome' something fo bagh Curlys face.we stayed
in the barn that night end the following day but I got 1ittle
sleep as one of us had to be on watch and Curly was to 111
and was best asleep.

fe decided to move just after midnight as it was obvius that
ting by a tor.lie went back to the
a big house on the
the town.They gave us more wine and breac and
Jam,by this time we were begining to feel hungry 88 our last
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lay 13th.

May 15th.
iay 16th.

cont.to the next village where I met Sgt.John Pearce a rear
shot down at Mailly.Tt was grand to talkte
Englishnan.later I was taken to 15 Rue de la Paix,
Lagny,Seine et Narne,where I met Marguerite and Bert
Cane,lfdme Rheti and the two girls I and Ndme boutte
were also there.lie had a good talk with Bert doing all
the translating.l was given some new clothes and was able
h,I was shown my bedroom which was next to
nursery and had a big French window looking onto the
woods and my instructions were that in any emergency I was
to go into the woods.

ad my first visit to Paris
Dame ,Les Inve
drawr

where I met Georges,sa:
4 4 . 2
traffic

lotre
e first time German horse
ded me of the 1
Orly.Sebasti
and’ he was

Went to Bampar to see Sgt.Pearce spent the morning on the
tarne and chopping wood for the bakery,this exeroise wa

very welcome.ie want for & drink with John and the Captain,
the bar was full of Luftwaffe personel but ocaptain didnt
seem to worr,

Y.

ent to the Cinema with Marguerite and Mme Rheti.

S/Ldr.Sparks controbler at Mailly came to Dampar.lie went for
@ drink together.iank shot down from Thunderbolt,stays in
Lagny.Cafe Yoche is becoming quite allied.John,sparks and
Mdme Boutte came to No.13.Later a French man who had been in
prison with came to stop with us.chief came to see me and he
introduced me to the Gardener who was a member of the



b cont.

lMay 18th-22nd.
Yay 25rd.

May 24th.

may 25th.

May 26th.

underground, this was the first time that he knew we were in
was.

the house,neither did he know what Cane

Attended a conference of the local ¥.F.I.at the school house.
was informed that at a minutes notice an army of 10,000 men
all armed could be raised in the Paris,Leine et Marne area.
This little party was a credit to any country The Chief,his
wife,Bert,Sebastion,two more boy students and two girl students
diseussed supply,dropping what arms and ammo were neede.
distribution of wea
The girls spoke like experienced armourers.These were the
first indications that final preparations were being made for
the invasion.
Remained at No.13,and saw John each night.

Hosie came to see us and gave us the Gen about the second
front.she also told us that they were trying to arrange for

an A/C or boat to pick us up

Agent disappears arter landing by air from London so plans
are altered and we are to go into spain.

John Sparks and I go to Paris and wait for Rosie in the park
near to Garre de L'Est.iie were then taken to Georges where
we did another sight seeing tour,we were introduced to an
officer of the Paris Gendarmerie,the men who led the barr-
icades battles.

We met at Petaine school where 7 Yanks and 6 English men

were given new identity cards and Railway travel permits.

We were to catoh the 9-30 train from Paris to Toulouse and

from there by local train to Pau where we are to walt on some

open ground near the station untill we are picked up. (this was
be the worst journey I have ever had) We split up into twos




made our way to the station.Luckily by this time
d begun to disregard the Germans. we arrived at
und that our train was in and it was
in feel uncomfortable
0

0 the t

e would
ope that no one would try to make conversabion with us,
stayed in the corridors and although we kept in twos and threes
L felt that it must be obvious that we were & party and the
way we wispered to one another must have scemed suspicious.
There were many “German Soldiers,Sailors and Luftwaffe on the
platforn.The rear of our train was a troop train and the train
opposite was going to the west coast and was mainly loaded
with troops.They would walk up and down the platform yelling
at porters and pushing aside any Frenchman who happened to be
in the way and the Frenchmen after looking around would spit
at then after they had passed.Eventually at about Bp.m.we Left
Paris and about an hour later we reached Juvessy which a
nmonth ago had been attacked by the R.A.F.and boy you would
have to see it to believe it,I had seen Villeneuve St.George,
La Chappelle,uwhere twenty out of twenty three bridges had been
knocked down and also Neusy La Lec which had been badly knocked
about,but Juvessy beat the lot,it wasn't crators or broken
tracks and smashed trains,it was one great tumult just like a
garden after it had been dug over.It was four hours later
Dbefore we left Juvessy.We were moved part way by electric train
part way by steam and in the middle they borrowed the engine
to shunt some goods waggons across.The French people seemed
used to this they just got out of the train and strolled around
untill the controller told them that we were moving.iie took
the opportunity of eating something.Bvenuslly we started to
Zove again so John and I lay in the corridor to get Some sleep
It was Just after we woke up that I had one of my greatest




con. heartbeats,a Gendarme came omer to me and asked me something
in French all I ceught was the end bit "La on La" and luckily
I knew this meant there or there so I just pointed and said

7pm.on
Saturday night and we had to change trains to reach our final
destination which was Pau.On Toulouse station we had what I

u

Tan about trying to £ind our train.When we &

right train we found out that it was only going as far
Yarbes and at Yarbes a porter asked us for our tickets and
started talking to us but luckily he was a friendly and he
locked us in & room untill our right train did come in.In the
morning from Yarbes we could see the Pyrennies clearly and
they looked rather high to climb. W

for our contacts as instructed and for the first time tl

whole thirteen,lucky thirteen for us,were together.ie must
have looked a sight we had eaten a bbiled ege and two sand-
wiches in the last fburty eight hours,we were unshaven and
hadnt had a wash,we were in old clothed and we were all ver:

ery
tired.After waiting for over two hours no contact had turned
up 80 the
another three hours before they came back so we all split up

al.
and I went into a nearby hotel with a fellow called Rosie.
May 27th,

ile all met again and went to & farm about four miles out of
o1 a disused house.It was here that we got to

h other,Sparks Ji
from the lailly r

ohny Ginger and myself were all
landed only

aid,Rhodesia a Typhoon pilot who had orash
a few days ago,Junior,Canack and Bill had bailed
out about the same time as I had,this was all the R.

..F.boys.
Hank Dillinger had been in France about I5 months and twice




Cont.ran out by the Gestapo,he was called Dillinger because of
his hunted look,Rebel a southener who was knocked down in
his first flight from a Mustang,Lucky and Harry were from
Fortresses and Slim was from a Liberator.Although it had
been planned that there should be no waiting in Pau I think
that these few days together did us a lot of good,it gave
us some much needed rest and enabled us to get to know each
other.We were here four days and spent the time telling
experiences playing cards and preparing as welltas possible
for our olimb,ws washed our clothes and several changed shoes
to get the best fit.Our food was brought up from the farm and
although it was very rough we ate well.!
out and lay on straw and apart from complaints of mice Tunning
around we all slept very well.There were plenty of cherries
to be picked and we also drank our first mountain water.Rosie
end a Frenchman came to see us and brought us some Lucky Strike
cigarettes,Cognac and some cube sugar.

day 3Ist. We left the Farm in small parties for Pau where we were to
catch a bus to Lasserex where taxis would take us to the
point where we were to start our olimb,when they said taxis
we thought they had gone mad even in Paris a taxis was a
museun piece,but somehow they had one walting for us.
boarded the bus at Pau,I have never seen & bus so crowded,
in this country conduotors complain when there are five or
six people standing,but this was a thirty two seater 5ingle
decker bus inside there were about fourty five people anc
there were inbetween twenty and thirty people on top and
behind there was a pig cart which some passengers had hitched
on, there were even people riding on that.The bus was driven
by coke and every time it hit a bump we left red hot coke
1ying on the road.The conductor knew who we were and he was
0 open the rear door when we arrived at a given place,by
the time we were to leave I think everyone knew who we were




o

nt. and they were saying "bonne Chane" and "bonne Voyage" as
we left the bus.Six of us got into the taxis and we went
about fifteen miles to the foot of the Pyrenees and then
it went back for the others.We had food for two days two
boiled eggs each about a pound of bread each and a pound
of ohocolate between us,we alsc had a little meat and cheese.
We ate a boiled egg between two and a little bread and we all
had a drink of Cognac.It was now ten o'clock and we were to
move as soon as it got dark at about mi L
night should take us past the German first frontier posts
and our danger would then be patrols of dogs and men.Our
party consisted of one guide one Frenclimen,Charles who had
been told to go over with us as his time was up in Paris,
seven English men and six Yanks.We left at midnight end for
about six miles followed the road and then we took to the
the fields,we had to cover twenty miles the f irst night but
it wasnt bad going and we reached our shelter at about five

o'clock in the morning,it was an old cowshed.We were just past
the frontier posts but the shed was in full view of them and

we were not allowed outside at-all.If everything had gone well
we should have had ten hours the followin night and then there
would be four hours the evening after,but the mountains which

had for weeks been clear became cloud covered and it started
o pour with rain,When darkness came we all cut ourselves
sticks and started again,and to make things worse we had our
first range before us,the tracks had become marl and instead
of doing five or six miles an hour we were doing from 200 to
s0on eovered in mud
desent was even worse,we slipped time and time again but b
keeping together we prevented anyone one from slipping down
the hill.At three o'clock we came to @& hut and as we had no
chance of reaching the next shelter we decided to pack in and
and stay there for the day.I doubt if we could heve gone much



6 th.June.

farther anyhow and I was glad of the rest,and Dille who in his
had had very little exercize was in

see if he could get any.He was unsuccesful at first but later he
managed to get a can of soup which was warm and was very welcome,
we ate a little bread with it and this left us with two eggs and
@ little meat paste and about a pound of bread but we still had
some sugar and cognac and luckily we decided to keep this as long
as we could.We were very uncomfortable here So as soon as it began
to get dusk we started to move on again.Charles who had done a
1ot of mountaineering helped Dille along,the rain had stopped

but we were still in the misty wet bottam of the clouds and the
climbing got Stiffer but we knew that once we were ofer this lot
we should not be lomg before getting back to Blighty.lWe came to
an almost vertical bank of clay which seemed impossible to climb
but the guide got up and tied a rope to a tree and we were soon
moving ahead again.We found a few cherries and there was plenty
of water to drink.e rested the next day at a goatsmans hut and
the following night we reached what should have been our shelter
the second night.Several times we heard dogs barking but never

now we were so wet that we just waded through them,then we came
to a river with two or three farm houses alongside and from the
bushes the guide swung & kind of bridge across it was rather

one more ridge to cross.le chopped up the last
egg and had this to eat with Some meat paste

We started out just after midnight but the going wasnt rou
it was grass,fairly steep and slippery and perhaps because it



;ves ho 1actfiap i cikocned i oRealon forevan s crossed the
G Irat DouanoytdiNe= odl were now in no mans land and at
6-108n.ws orossed into Spain.Nis Were How decending but the mist
was freezing on our clothes and although it was June snow was
falling.We found a little hut,lit a fire and dried our clothes

& little and then pushed off towards the nearest village.Hank
Junior Lucky and I went on ahead and were going fine even the

sun was begining to shine.From behind the hedges there tame

two soldiers with guns we thought they were jerries but they
turned out to be Spaniards,they 11t us a fire and we waited for
the rest.We were then taken to ISABA where we were taken to jail
and they promised us a meal and about two hours later they came
in with a great bowl of potatoes and a spoon each,but it was very
welcome

We were taken by bus to Pamplona where we were handed over to
the consul and then to the Spanish Air Force.Afterwards we were
sent to the British Embassy in Madrid,I shall never forget that

never seen so many poor pecple,that is fascism for you,everything
for the few.We were given some money and we stayed at an hotel.
The food was awful everything was floating in olive oil,we

showed the cheff how to make cherry pie.Later we went to a Bull
fight and nearly caused a riot because we would not give the
Fascist salute.The Spaniards were not very friendly o us.After
a‘'time we were sent to Gibralter and eventually we got a plane
home.
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