Mitchel Field, N. Y.
May 13, 1947

My derling Cathie:

I recelved one of your letters today and a belated one &
couple of days ago...It had gone to the squadron mailreom, to vhich
I soldon go, a8 I Pick up the Beacon mail at the postoffice.
1iked your first letter, but your last ene male me sad, I decided
that I was going to g0 &ll eut to try te lmprove your dampened spirits
It makes me feel blue vhen I know that you are feeling blue, Cathie
because you are the only one that makee life bearable for me now.
I work, work work, with this newspaper. I'm sick of 1t; I'm sick ef
anything to do with the newspaper busines:

If we had more help, maybe I wouldn't mind 1t 80 bad, butnew
I hardly have time to evn wrife to my mother.

I've heard and read how things are in Fngland nov. Darling,
can't they do something? Britian didn't lose the var. ¥rom all re-
ports, even Germany is being better fed mov. If something were done,
instead of all the bickering and the armchair stragetists that tell
the world how te get along, but do nothing about it, When I think ef
how mich we have; how mich ve vaste; snough to keep hundreds of thous-
and

Waat to de? Spring, almest summer, is here.
..vhat 1ittle there is here, And the trees are all in bloem,

we t's not like Romberg's "Maytime," because thi
18 net the proper setting. Long Island is so thickly populated, that
you have few miles without villages and towns, I don't like urban
1ife, I wish we were situated in the country, like Cyderstone, where
you could hop on a bicycle and breezs down the road, pass brooks and
farns and forests.

change of typewriters because I had to be alone to really
get dom to business writing this letter to you. 4 couple of guys in
my office were arguing and I couldn't get into the mood to write,

nhat was it about Pngland--with all her privations, her
martime restrictions that got under my skin? I 't only you
Cathie, dearest. Because I loved London, and all the other places
that I visited, But especislly London. I have menus from Simpson's
-inpthe-Strand, and other restiurunts there, which I take out of my
sultcase occasionally and read over; it se

If only I had stayed around long enough to have married you bef
o fore
I left, things would be 80 mich easier now. a
- : now. But as it is, we have to
T am waiting, but not -
7 waiting, but not very patiently, Time goes on. It has




been two years—over since I saw you...In fact, T remember the exact
day; the exact hour, I boarddd the liberator and left the base at Cheting-
tion, for Prestwick, Scotland. It was about 10 a m, on July 9, 1945, Then
we stayed around Prestwick for quite a while, and I never realized that
I was prep ring to leave this country behind. This country with its age-
©ld villages; its ancient Gothic and Normen churches; this country with
its tiny farms, its tea, its Yorkshire pudding, and its stubborn-
ness, wilch brought the people through the dark tines. This country
that had producsd a girl wiich vas to stesl ny beart forever and
ever. The girl who raced down the hill on the m,m, 1aughing
imd her Bats Howiag in the xiad...00 tia, but &0 real, e alive.
The gird who liked to sing "Alvays', who was o sweet and kind that
Pefore she woild  say anyihing wikiad sbout a peresd; she woal
say noth:

Tl catils, [decllng ) Jou prodar dC s ooy

11 tell

i you. Imay as well tell you again, as I have
7ou ke the omy ErL I'TL ever Love.  You're not

there sometimes, carling, and feed the pidgeons,..watch the cromds who
seek temporarily to get away from the hubdub of the teeming city. And
k domn into the Strand, across from the Tivoli theatre to the queen's
B

wall

er. Explain how being in the Alr Forces, and brying to edit a
paper without 1/5 of the staff I need occupies most of my t:

But that I could just stroll down the Strand with you. You
know that is my favorite section of London, Piccadilly 1s second
because it is the entertainment center of the city, and I think
I like Merble Arch next. I want to cry when I look back at the wonder
ful t mes I had there. Of all the laughing young Americans who tramped
London's streets, thinking they didn't like it, but all the time loving
it. Agein I think how sad it would? be to go back to that city and

imericans gone. You prol

1
different...so unlike the London I remember. Even the friends I made
in London have changed.

I could sing the praises of the island for days, and whenever
I get the chance to do 80, I sing those praises.

t last,,have my teeth, after more than 120 hours in
{he dantistis chair. fhey fized me 8 parmsment bridge that can not
be detected (they say) or removed. Everyone says they X can mot
be detacted...to ne they don't ook naturdl;beceuss T know how my
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can't imagine them as my own. I've had them in for a couple

Tomorrow I'm going to have them cemented in. then its pc-.

+ Tib MGter has Bbod $4rP aioe 6 mi; althouji T hive ‘Bacdis
an institution there. Its going to seem odd mot to be able to go
back to the dentist again after four months, I went once ever day:,
and somethmes twice a day.

e picture "0dd Man Out" which you saw in London, and said
you dldn't like, got rave notices in New York and is doing a Lot
Bdtdneess. Hats you, by chsace, (seen ROKlshonat!wirdch opanad i
recentlys the reviews that reached this side of the ocean sa:
it was the greatest American play to have opened since the Seite of New
York in 1898,

LATER;

Since I've sterted this letter a let has happened, and I've
put out an issus of The Beacen, teo, First I received your telegran.
Then I received your letter. Happy days. I'm so glad that you could
got things arranged--I still don't know why yeu're coming, I vant

to warn you again of all my faults, YOu probsbly wn't be abde’ to stand

me, but shall we give it a try anyway, Somotimes I get temperamental.

You knowthat though, I live & keyed up life, fly off the handle
ea81ly, but get over it seon, and am serry. I suppese its the Irish
temper theugh.

I'm taking a pass this weekend, going out te Elmira for
5 daye, te remew eld acquatntances. May go te New York, tes and
se seme shows. Joan of Herraine as treated by Auther Maxvell Ander~
eon and Ingrid Bergman, the star, vas a simple country girl; neither
a aystic ner seldier,

I baven't had & pass since I went home en farlough last Decem-
ber. I meed one terribly....I have to get avay from newepapers for
avhile or go crazy. I work teo hard on this darn rag, and let every
thing else drep while I'm deing it. I den't knew why.It's net get-

ting me anywhere .
0f course I'11 write a letter to yeur Mether. Flying is




safer than travelling by sutemsbile or train new, The percentage of

accidents in the air are much less than travel by lsndzam.

Thinge vill be all right after you get settl¥d here, be-
ause the Army provides a fair allewance for dependents, but it will

take a month or twe for things te get straightened eut.

1f T can
obtain peraiseisn to 1ive off the post (and I'm sure I can) they

grant you anether $37.50 & month for quarters...perhaps its mere.
The main preblem, nev, is to find a place te stay...an spartment.
The housing situstien s nil, Tes, I only work five days a week
here, and could possibly get a spare-time jeb ever the weskeknds and
in the evenings.

I think I could arrange a transfer near home, which weuld
help & lot, as I would be able to build er buy my evn home dewn thers,
But Long Island, being just a 1ittle mers than 20 miles from New

York, is the ideal place...if I'm to continus te try te stay in

the newspaper business, er you want te contimue your career. It's

a shame for you to waste all that knewlegge of makebelieve (which

you call a hindrance) and which I leve. I vant te hear yeu

Lady Macbeth..(not that I think yeu are a Lady M) But I like to

see actresses dig in, Something they can get their testh inte, and

tura in a performance, Maybe we can cellaborate on & starring ve-

hicle for you, NEREFEEE Remesber the plot (er Plets) of the stery

I sent you befurer

If T di¢n't tell you im Chapter One ef this beok, I have

my teeth now, after a long delsy. They leok goed--are net removable,
80 1 won't have te verry abeut heing seen witheut them, Foub ef them
replaced,

It's a beautiful day here teday, after rain last might.

Spring
has arrived, definitely.

Before I theught it had arrived, but was
fooled.




1121 check with the Legal Dept. en the status of gotting inte the
U. S, It can't be very tough, theugh, because ve don't even need

Pass perts te get te the ceuntry te the North. Lews are easy, they

trust ue and we trust them, Never were two ceuntries mere alike,

We have the same accents, beth 1ike apple pie and coffes, and
are brethers under the skin.

I've got a dental appeintment in abeut 5 mimut
the present I'11 have te suspend this "issue," Had mere ikx time
than I thought, 8o I can contimus (& perhaps complete) this ‘nete,"
I'11 be seeing yeu, I hope, and until I de....let me say...

all my love te you. You've already got my folks and Aust Cat en

your side. They teld me if I didn't ask you to come over, they
would,  They all want to mest yeu, There's a lot I want te tell
you but it will be better te reveal all my past te you im per:

It's not lurid, theugh, I can assure yeu, A little hectic, but

not bizzare, Seflarling, until we meet....
AlL my leve, ferever and ever,

Just

1/ e lPply)
» v,
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