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AVM Ekanayake Edward (Rohan) Amerasekera DFC
& Bar. R.Cy.A.F.

By Charles M. Ameresekere. OMRSH 4842

Sexeolyesetag e Xl et sterted ol scting medals iny father,
n my colle Yo
e ls

doing some reseazch and with the
he offices RAF, London and the SLAF, Colombo,
158 and 640 squcvon Associations, I have pieced together his

story.

seven childrs and Joslina Amerasekera
Corioh f ’aa_s—“n'ox.grr up by his eldsst siste i received
his education at K [ hesle) Cellege 'in
Colombo and later at the Pemk der an
astrologer had predicted that one day he will be a great \.o’l\raﬁcer,
Bit young Eaward could not figure out how that would come about.

Ekanayake Edvard Anerasekera, born on May 2L, 1916, was one of
. ‘orphaned

At the outbrea the var Eduard joined the Army, but his sister
objected and somehow got him out before he was shipped overseas.
Re, then, secretly left for England to join the RAF.

e enlisted at Zuston on Sept 30, 1941 as sn Adrorattman 2nd class
service number 1396932.
Observer on Nov 3, 1941 and posted to 5 ITW on Dec 13,
20, 1942 he was promoted to Leading Aircrattman and was posted to
‘Enpice ALt Navigation Sciicol on May 2, 1942, followed by a
posting to the 1 Advanced Flying Unit on Sept 26, 1942.

On Nov 30, 1942 he was remustered as an Air Navigator, promoted
Temporazy'Secgeant and posted to the 10 OT0 in Abingdon, Berkohire,
*creved u Emns' crew. They were sent of
1543 to. convert from Whitleys to the
13, 1943 they got their first

s”uadro'v ros.ln o No 158 S(‘Jadrm‘. based at Lissett, Yorkshire

This Squadron was equipped
stratesic bonbing duties.
1943 ne mmi ssione
(Navigator) Branch RAEVR with the Service number 155526

Halifax II's and engaged in
29,

Duties

nel Records st RAF Innsworth show, incorrectly, that he was
transterred on Sept 4, 1943 to No 35 ‘Madras Presidency

at Gravely, and he remained there until Dec 23,

Squadron microfiln shows *..13 June 1943 arrived wit

Conversion Unit. Sept 1943 Bosted to No 35 Squadron.”
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No 35 Squadron's records show "Amerasekera posted in W.
29 July 1943 fron No 158 Squadron. Posted back to 138 Squadron
437

Shouep These transters ssens to be only on paper as B/O Anerasekera flew
e = y with ¥ crew from 24/25 June 1943
l‘] Trese mi. ssxons were flown ust before the end

tle of the Ruhr, through the Battle of Hamburg and at the

qnn n of the le of Berlin, and )1cu1dcd targets such as
'ALpD&Ytal, Gels: o'n cher Hamburg, ~ Peenemunde,
Berlin, Mannhexn dvd Voﬁ hen-Glad . "ourteen of these missions
were flown on the aircraft HR!SS/NP X (Xpress Delivery)

2

crew consisted of Stanley W. Emms (Pilot), P/O
e ;" w0 P.H.Ackling (B/A), W/O Geoffrey S.

. D.G.Cree (M/U/G), P/O John' McGuire (R/G) and
P, Alnond was avarded

e to the

A1l three

1944 and was
as follow:

degree courage and

detcr'nra( on in navigat: the target and back,

en under great difficulties. e

the ‘oxygan supely failed ea the

I
h suffering fiom lack of oxygen and

he mission was successfull

ficer has proved himself to be a navigator of

outstanding ability.

January 194

(No 19“\, nov, equipped with -al)fax IT's. I é‘ Skould

exed aiizepple (2llot); £/5gt o1 A BE

Rl e EGHT

(/) and Sgt. MacDonald (F/E), & il e navigator

uho hed been injured. The targets included Gelsenkirchen, Boulogne,

Neuss and C

When Papplets crew completed their tour, Merasekera flew one
mission with /0 F.W. Mills and crew (on Nov 29 to Essen) and
upit with /0! 3. "BArt (Pilot), F/O
(B/A), F/Sgt.J.Sydall (Wop), Draper (M/U/G),
(R/G) f‘y another
This
et, and their

Saazbrucken, Geleenkirthens
Dusss]dorf R Bt

() 2 Crew did train with No 35 SON in September 1943
MisSiong N' Ror nUTS
i (1am miscing

DETAILS of onE)




records show that F/O Amerasekera DEC ended his tour with
No 640 Squadron on Oct 12, 1944, but actually he continued to fly
until March 1945 with the permission of the C/O, in order to fly
Fifty-two missions (two tours).
Anerasekera was back with the No 156 Squadron from May 6 1945
ere on July 29, 1945 he was promot
awarded the Bar to the DI

encountered causing_ severs
te the fact that shell splinters
7/0. Anmerasekera took evasive action ans completed his
His other targets valley,
Chemnitz and Hanover . 1 has set
ample by his tenacity

In addition to the DFC and Bar, he received the 1939-45 Star, the
the France and Gemmany bar, the Deferce
elezded conicaryica)
et o being
Sssion on November 4, 1946 with permissio

retaln the rank o

ALL his survi
hin with great affection.
renembers his argicle "L
“Handsome and day Vith nair s
down the middle, Amerasekera hailed from Ceylon. - e
pe 6 es From e
Jeeves' crew do so. He flew 22 operations with the New
Fred Papple. I remember him
y as he was rolled
during one of the inevitable snowball fights between the se
and the officers' messes. 2 war he completed a
course and eventually rose to be Chief of Air Staff of the Sri
Lankan Air Force. He was an unforgettable man."

I intervien, speaking of his RAF days, Anerasekera
recalled "It was a won experience; we simply lived in thi
forgetting everything else

Upon his return to Sri Lanka (then Ceylon), Anerasekera changed his

n h
middle name from to Roh: service record
el ation and the Royal Ceylon Air

reflects this change.
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Hie joined the Department of Civil Aviation on Aug 20, 1946 as the
Assistant Aerodrome Officer (Flying Control) at the Colombo Airport
in Ratmalana, and on Oct 1, 1950, he was promoted to Act

Controller. He left this Department on May 15, 1

By Gead wa coyion ALr Torce wndsy the Comandsienip of
G/Cpt. Graham Clerke Bladon OBE, an officer seconded from the
Hew

Mey 15, 1951 he was commissioned as Pilot Officer (Service
number 01002) and promoted to the rank of Squadron Leader with
effect from the same date.

while in R.Cy.A.F. he attended the following Courses- No 67
Officers Advanced Training School _course at School of
Administration,

pril 2, 1953), No 11
Andover (Apzill 1953 so Mexch 154) an
the Defence College, London (Jan 4 to

1s,

On Oct 1, 1955 he was promoted to the rank of Wing Comnander,
followed ‘by o the ranks of Group Captain (July 1,

maoracy ALr Commodore (Nov. 13, 1962 r Commodore
o O ek

Zoher Amerasskers held the following a its in the RCyAF-
Al Officer, Air 5
1955, F GESE state
SR80, Stnior Mir Statt Officer, HQ Uit Colombs
from April 22, 1962 to Nov 13, 1962

1962 the astrologer's prediction came true when he

ese Commander of the R.Cy.A.E., succeeding

CB, CBE, DEC. He retired from that post

nineteen years and seven months service in

the Royal'Ceylon Alr Force, handing over command to A/Cdr Padnan
Paddy” Hariprasadha Mendis.

1st in the service of the RCyAF, Amerasekera received the
Coronation Medal of Queen Elizabeth II, The Ceylon Armed Services
Inauguration Medal (Cey/Gaz 55) and the Ceylon Armed
Services Long Service Medal

Rohan Amerasekera died on March 20, 1974 at the age of 57, and is
survived by his widow Aloma (nee Dender) whom he had married on Nov
il his son and daughter. He was accorded a state

Funeral by the Government of Ceylon. His ceremonial sword and the

m ure medals are on display at the Sri Lanka Air Force Museum.
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