/0 Alan

On the 12th Ccto
Bozan who had been a
2/0 Alan 3Shelton, (Meoi

him in narticular to

ber 1°80 I snoke with Zat

tre Air Crew of

it

member 0

ra's eldc brother.) 1 as«ed

]
ur

tell me sonething of th

events of +the fatal night of 3/4 lMarch 1945 , over

35 years Aago0.

Pat had his offi

cial ILog Book with him and we

disrussed the matter briefly. He asked for more time
FS
&

o rewollect his thoug
b

on the 2.11.1280 deliv
remembrances f the ev

word for word .

" As a orelude I
to =attend the Annual

an  rand- Final ZEve 1

sneaker had been flown
Marghall D.C.T. Bennett,

Gueensland orizina. He

as a nilot at Pt. Co
tr
therefore onnartunities)
D.R. Navigation (Direct

Wavigation Training Man

warld records in dista

and hecame Trecognizad

in Air Yavigation. Wni

e l.

he 7recognise the need
bombking techniques and
Pathfinder Force. It
*the idea =zccented by

both the foﬂﬂd and

Puring his snpesch he reneated hnis

trat each and every o
- x - ———
Oraw oVer Enemy Territ

nts, and, true %o his noromise,
ered to me his written

ents, which I vrenroduce below,

will say that I was fortunate
A A AF Air Crew Zurope Dinner
n Sentember 1979. The gzuest
out from England. Air Vice
c.B., ©$.3.B., D.5.0. was of
joined the R A A F and qualifi ed

P
b

ake in the early thirties.

ansferred +to the R.A.F. because of lack of funds (&

in Australia. He snecialised in
Reckoning) and wrote the R.AF.
uals., Zre-war he broke numersus
nce flying without refuelling
as the world's greatest authority

* )

1st commanding a ZBomber Saquadron
for more achurate and skilfaul
so ocnneceived the idea of a
took him a long while to get
autrarities but eventually Tecame

der- in = Chief of Zathfinder

2
=)
3
=
5

becane +the youngest A.V.il. ever

convietion
neratian by a Pomber Commuand

ary was the equivalent, 1in

tarms of +the darger of death, of anynsajor nailitary
or naval battle,

In July 1044 I was nosted %o an A4 F
Oneratioral Training ©Unit (0.7.U.) at Litchfield in the



had a large Anglican Cathedral.

411 the trainees were addressed after lunch on
the day we arrived., We were %told we would be there
about 10 days and that we were to mingle with
trainee of all other categories and by the end of
the +ten days, the nilots were to form crews with
neanle who were all individually comnatable, Naturally
the pilot was to be Crew Cantain,

within an hour or so a pilot a»oroached me
and introduced himself as Alan Shelton. We had a chat
about our origins, background, families and intereats.

We soon zot on 10O ussie Rules =2nd Alan's interest

4
in South HMelbourne. He nasked whether I would 1like to
join his crew as his wmavigator as he was sure we
would have no worries in getting =along together. I
readily accented and Alan took me %o -meet Roger
JohnsXonk, whom he had known at MNelbourne University.
Roger was to be the Bomb Alimer,

we met several Wirsless Cnerators =and we all
agreed that the dininutive »nd likeable Greg Dixon
from Chatswood, Sydney was the one for us.

Roger laing ‘rom Adelaide was &0 be the Mid-
uoner Gunner, Our first tail gunner was not mediecally
£fit and we got a real bonus when ne Wwas renlaced
by the big and friendly B3ill 32ullen. 3ill (like
mysslf) was from Bendigo but had been a gserzeant 1in
an Infa try 3in with the 9th Div. in TIerth Africa,
the only one of us with exnerience 1in warfare.

we found that by tea time on that first
evening the four or five nersonnel who were nnt already
in a crew were rushing hout 1lo3king fer a vac=ncy.

T +hink Alan nrobably conmenced 1learding %o fly

twin engined Wellington (Wimmey) at this stage, doing
taxe offs, circuits and l=andings = " Circuits & Bumups' -

urntil going solo. The rest of us were attending
e

lectures, es5can duties etc.

"he (atholiec “hanlain at Litenfield was 7r.
0'¥ahoney, formerly of Havier OCollege and nrecently
Parish Priest at Glenelg, 3.A.

We were then nosted, =as was each alternate
enurse, to the satellite station snme digtance away

at Ohurch Z2rouzbton, Derbysnire. Whern we arrived there
wag “lerce barraining with the outzolng courss TIo Iroc-



ure biecycles, We were housed in Nissen Huts but fthe
landing field was about 2 mniles away on land belongin
o Rolls Royce. On the same land was another airfield
heavily fortified =nd strictly out of bounds.

Qur flight comsander at Ornurch Eroughton was, at

ian flying 1in

bt

that time, the hivshest decorated dustra
the R A AP in ©Zngland, 8qdn Leader Dave Shannon, D 3 0

37 C & TRar. He was a veteran of over one
hundred oanerations and had reached the rine 0ld age of
22 years, David, from Adelaide, cot the direct nit
tnat broke the wall of the MoehAne Dam with the
tskin!' bomks of the "Dambusters', His right 1leg was
comnlately =ncased in w»nlaster. Cur imaginatioﬁs ran willd
on what had Thannensd to him & we were somewhat dis-
anmointed to learn t+ was a result of some frivoliiy
s

1
in the Officers' les on nay night at Titchfield.

we did intensive courses, lectures and zimulated

-

training sessions in our own catezories. We came
all

together flying as a crew in al sorts of exercises
designed to ~sive each of the crew the facility to
imarove his narticular skills. This bonsted the morale
and confidence of e=zch =enber of the crew wvariking as a
team and drove home the cowolete interdenendence we nad
hut Ffirm leadershin of

on =ach ther under the quiet

o)
Alan Shelton - nence we blended into a voTry harmonious

Our relaxation mneriods, outings and s»cial

evenings were 23lso a very immortant factor in the

"retting to know you" nrocess. e were not very
inter=sted in the 1local dances when we found they were
altsrnately "White nights" 2nd 7 3lack nights" with the
same girls in Aatzenacance, Authorities had 1learned <inat

an the Anerican lNegroes ~sferrecate

B3O were Vera Lynn and Anne Sheltnn, A
+hat with suech a lovely vwoice aAnne must
anily connection in the distan "8

a
~gre Sure when we Saw  a nasanine (heal and shauiders)

nhots with a -very nretty face and long, well groaned,
"londe hair., Wren we oot A ecounle of days of7 g went
un ta Tendon ( aAlan, Roser, fGreg & 1 ) Tha gunnars

nad individual interssts elnewnere, Anne was co-siarring
in a concert witn none of the large hands - Alan aff-



irmed +hat he would go arocund to the stage door after
tve concert to introduce Thimself, She certainly had a

nice voice and a »retty face, but claims to relation-

shin ceased when Alan found she was '"like the siade of
3 krouse", or a " 3Yerman Tand® . At interval he declared

he had seen enough ( no = too much ) and sugcested we

go to a favourite hwunt of Australians wanting a feed -
"Dirty Dicks" off Fleet Street., We always enjoyed the
steak at the sleazy one-eyed OGreek's nlace. The fact
that it was horse was not mention=d. The following
night we went to a stage nlay. Just before the 1lights
went out all eyes turned to see an a’erantly dressed
woman in an evening cown = most unusual 1n Londoun  at
that time. Her comnanion was a large chan in 2 grubty
gvercoat, whom we recognized as Robert Newton. We had
recently sean him in a film »laying the Mad Hatter 1in
"Hatter's Oastle",

At first interval we went to the crowded bar
~nd had had one drink when the bell went, The barnaid
said to nus " a sentleman has Jjust naid for another
drink for you". iround came Robert IHewton and =aid :
"NThats a blondy awful »nlay, vou mnight Aas well =tay
rere and enjoy a few nuiet drinks while the audience
squirm in their =seats". With a dead nan face he told
us lots of stories about London, his dark eyes rolling
and moving the whole time - Just as they did vhen he

T
1

ster nlayed ®ill 3vkes in Oliver Twist. 0e would not
=
=

'._J

1
i

11

ug buy a drink but eventually sut dnwn a £1 note
and =aid, " I wish I could show you the real ZLondon";"
unfortunately I've zot to go Dback and try to make neace.
=smeone misht as well enjoy themselves = cut tThat out®,

and hack he went.

we were in nigh soirits when we went down to th
underground to make our way Dack tn the Red Cross Club
we were staying at. We were norrified to see the whole
~latfsrm cover=d with: neosnle who Thad Deen bombed out that
night, They were 11 8o chearful and mnaking coc4ney
aragks = "wateh it cock, dont stand on me, stand on the

On comnletio of ©0,7.U. Alan received nis
commlES1onN. lenmuse there az a lot of faog and snow,
flying as restrincted t all avels from Onerations OVer

Yermany to Training Units. Hence we were gent o 3



Jommando Training Tnit at Acaster [albis a few miles out
af York. Shortly hefore this had been vacated by some

=

0f +the fampus "Red Devils" of Arnham fame, This course
had the multinurrose aim of keening us f£it, tired and
thiug reasonably hanny until we were ready to recommence

f1ying at Heavy Converzion Unit at Riccall (York).

Cn arrival at Ricecall in Tovenber 1944, we were

introduced to the tyne of aircgaft we would aventually

21y on oneration - the Halifa{/’ﬁk 111 ( "Halibags"). We were
alsn introduced ta much nore sovhisticated radar eguinment,
ijds and skills. Just as immortantly we also welcomed
+he s=aventh memher of the crew - our new Flight DIngineer,
wally 'Welsh was A tall, th#n, shy, gsngling, fair haired
18 year old youth fpam  Devonshire. A little annrehensive

for a start, he snon integrated very well in the crew

of Australians.

Alan got on with the inevitable "Circuits & Bumns"
to 1

in 1learning fly the 4 engined Halifax. e all hnad
long =sessions day and night attending 1lectures =and
=] ¥ -

learning new nrocedures 1o mAaster new equinment with

simylated exercises to tune our skills, As a ocrew we all
nad Meireuits & bumns", «hilst Alan onractised 3 éngine, 2
an-ine and single engine landings, “hen on to bonbing
aractice, gunnery nraciiece and cross country flights of

long duration, both day md night.

A counle of incidents are worth TrecoIv
A

i
davlight exercise we causht un &

stage, On A ] t o and »assad
an M"old Wimpey". With youthful exuberance, Alan gave the
other nilot the V sgign as we went nast, To the

amazemen of Alan, the gunners and 2oger, the We lington

flew nast us with both engines featrered, Bill Zullen
commented " Have a lank at where the rear tur

be | It 1lonks 1like a duck's arse with smoke nouring out".
Yyithout knowing it they had Just seen Lnelr first Jet
engined airecraft, with Wing Govmandig_ Ralls in charge,
was from the high security base neaz Church Broushton.
Same of these four craw memkers eould not work out how
an old  Wimpey ocould " leave us for dead" with neither

snrine working.

OCne night exercise was dagsisned to take us
virtually arsund “r#land ~nd Santland., A= we annrnached

Lards =nd in The=vy cloud we ware tozged about 1in a



violent =electrical storm. lan hrad to fight wvery hard fo

maintain control., “hen we got on ton he essked me for a

".I

course designed to %e us un ahout N/N/& off the Cornish
ccast *o cross  into Wales, VYWhen a Dbreak came in the
clouds, Alan saw the «coast coming up at the estimated
time. Hence w2 all gzot guite a shock when anti aircraft
flak started to burst around us for the Tirst time. Ve
till
n

,_r

nocket of resistance

n

re=ligsed we were over the
TK

[

holding on to Dunki - our comnass nad gone haywire

the electrical storm. e came dowa io low level and

"unflanable Alan" flew over the heavily fortified Southanp-
ton with Alan using the distresss call "Mayday" =and Wally
firing Red Verey Cartridges and we map-read our way back

to Riecerall.

On time off {( e.g. 48 hours leave nas
would head for home, the gunners had = )
the otker four of us usually headed “or Ieads. On the
firat cnasion we stonnmed at a larg b
main railway terminal. Ve were fold we eou
the fourth flonor as the whole floor was occ
Indian Maharajah =and nis entourase.
=ame home about 1 a.m. to find the dnorman

is nost =and the 1lifts were out of action., Ve

arted un the atairs, =and when we got %o the 4th could
t ressizts a look. There was no one =about and we were

0
intrigued by the variety of shoes and kneaboots, some with

srnate szilver and brass fittines, and outside the doors
for eleaning. We all looked at one annther 2nd gzrinned

with the one idea in mind, We =snread the Indian ©boots
and shoes on all 12 flonrs, =as alsoc =all those of the
other guests, including our own,

Alan was un early, dressed and iIn socks and

demandine a frustrated "boots" ( ar noor young bloke of
atout 75 to immedia%ely find his new officer i=sue shoes -
thence down ton recention to join the giueue of onrotezfing
gu=sts,

Gn another occasion we went ©o Edinburgn, anc
stayed at the Vietoria Teasue Club in “rinces Street. ‘hen
wa ot in onne eve ing, the hnostess asked could we nlease
stay in until 1lunch time the next day as the Howval TFamil;
yere e¢oming the next day and aried %t9 m=e=et all D2minion
Air=en ztaying there, ith tongue in neex  Alan  itold Ther
that would not ke rnos.ible =5 we had =rranged an escorted
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On 1st Fetruary, we were at last bloasded, dning
sur first oneration as a crew, We were checked inte the
briefing ronm by armed eguards, the C,0. 1ifted a tlind
covering a large HMan of Burope, Ye were 1o attack a
railway Junction 2nd marshalling yards at Maingz, The IHav,

Leader exnlained the route and how %o gain or lose time

[

if necessary - the bombing Leader described the tyne and

quantity of bombs to be carried, the Met. Offi

o]

er

exnlained the exrected weather and cloud conditions - Bill

Harrison, the 1In igence Officer, exnlained the build un
s

of enemy troons, *anks and equinment in the farget area,

au ) 5 & 5 %
nointed e heavily fortified gun ennlacenents along the
route, tn be avoided, =nd finslly eased the tension by
giving us +the address of Cooks in Mainz so that 1f we

=)

ere cat down over targzet we could #o to Cooks and
bank a trin Thome, ™en a hurried e99nle of hours on
flizht nlanning, =2 meal, collect »oparachutes, into a fruck
and out to our a=aircraft.

the new crew we were allaczted the worst

-
-

aireraft on he 3ndn - K for Xing. he typne of target is
briefly described in my 1log book as Comiunications. We
carried 7T0C0 1lbs of Kigh ®xplosive 3ombs. Cn the route

in Alan had grest difficulty endeavouring to get the
required "revs" out of the angine,. Consequently we were
slightly behind and remenbered all the wall »nos

warnings about the night {ighters nicking off 3h

e
gtragglers. Sure enough, B3ill Bullen srotted a night

!

3i

fighter stalking us from the Port OJuarter ZEeam. He calmly
called out the reducinsg distances holding off his fire and
as it got almost %o  its firing range and BRBill gave the
snarn instruction " Down “ort - Go. " Alan dived sharnly

t5 the left. The gunners onened fire as the fignter went

ug with his extra

over us, not beinz able to follow
sneed, Wwe then rolled to starhoard and climbed nauickly
to our oneratisnal theirnt 28 the force of G hit us all

in the tummy. I sneat the next 5 minutes crawling around
o

the flnor retriesving calcu " ~ratractor, ruler, nencils,

Again as a stragcler we had trouble avoiding search-
1ignts and anti-aireraft flak having to frecuently change

1titude,

]
3
i

Over +he +tarzet =area there wa2 a great amount



of excited chatter as the gunners and Roger Johnsfon and
wally described the colourful bombing, the incendiary flares,
the airecraft hit by {flak and fhose colliding. I eventually

chimed in with " Tow the ©bloody nell 4 you exnect me to

nlot courses out of the target area if you keen

gabhling ?". Alan d=mnandied quiet and all future renorting
was brief and only When necessary. Roger insnected fthe Bomb
Bay and foun one bomb had ' hung un'. This n=cessitated

releasing it in an allocated area in the Worth Sea. Here
I pad made a ‘'blue', It is obvious that the area %o

a

dron these bombs would be on our route home and allied

shinning would be kent aut of that area. I had nade an
1 t

error in writing down the atitude of *the bomb disnosal
grea., Over coascientiously I took then £0 miles north of
where we should have got rid of it, as Roger vent down *to
relsase 1it. with the slow ailreraft and me taking us the
sxtra disiance we -ere about 20 mnirutes late back to b=se

in the o0ld crate.

‘laither of these basic errors occurred =#gain and Aas
we went on Surther onerations we Reft learning, always

sking advice from ea2xnerisnced crews imnrovin our
=] L)

tagrniques, avoiding +the hazards and working better as a
tzam, It was =21so necessary to develon a g nd relationsnip
with the =mechanies, fittsrs, rissers =stc ho serviced our
aireraft = the cisarseties were nandy nere,

Our fiftn omeration (20/2/45) was our nost memorable
one., 0ld K for Zinz had o0il opressure oroblems in warm uos
hefore +take off. We were quickly tranzferred from the Yorst
aircraft on th 3qin to the best. T™he standby was L for
Love = Tbelongir to the C/0, wing Commander Alan Wharton.

is it “*urned out +the boffins (nlanners) =zonfed on
this ¢ne, The idea was that th main stream was tn bomb
a sction of the Dortrund-Emms Cenal, We were in a s7all
group which flew ove e main tzrget about 15 minutes

'
befare the main ctream to give Jerwy the imnreszion the

target was further 3ast., We flew on nagt our own target,
a svnthetic nil refinery at 2Reisholz with 3000 1b Fomb
Lozd., After absut #0 niles we turned back and annrasched
our target, As we cnme in on  our bombing run, f{rom the
gumenis F +thnsze losking we vwere flying into thne mo9n.
wa were in a line of fsur aircraft, alnost wing
*im t» wing tip - two on our left - one an our right -

in brisht moonlignt. We were attacked by ME 10 fichters,



m~

teing beautifully silhouetted for them. The bomber on
our left dived +to 3tarboard and t

he one on our right
dAived {0 Port, btoih underneath us, To avoid collision
Alan had no ontion but to calmly continue, straight and
level, and droy our bombs an con it sweet from ¢t
fighter attacking wus, An o0il 1line was severed on th
Starboard Outer engine and Alan had to feather it. 3
alter the Starboard Inner also gave up the ghost and
Alan had to work frantically ad justing trim ete. 3ill
Bullen renorted +that a shell had gone right through his
turret, front =and back, about 2 " above his head. The
turret would not turn aydraulicly but " not to worry" he
could turn it manually,
oreg Dixen and I saw out for th first time on
on as a shell had grazed down the nort side
ireraft taking a 6 " strip off the fuselliage,
#ally wen
( Thilet-C

the aircra

i
i
t on an ins-eection tour and renorted the RElsom
an) had been blown to bits snd the interior of
ft would scarcely npass examination by a Health
Insznector.

Roger Johnson renorted thare was a 1000 1b  bemb
stuck in the Tbomb-bay and ilan found the hydraulies would
not ovnen the bombebzy doors,

w#ally ‘Velch got busy transferring fudl from the
Starboard Tanks to the Pert Tanks, Alan kent ¢coaxing L for
Love along as w2 gradually 11&; altitude, Over the Yorth
Ser the Port Inner seized and,_ to be feathered,

There was 2a crash drome near FiamBotsd &t Head

buft nnt one of us ques
to Driffield or hnis abi
100 1b bomb,, He =21s0 found the hydraulic
onerate the ot7¥ legs ( landing wheel

to cirecle whilst more ambulances and fire carts were
fined un. Feening WwWally to assist him Alan ordered the
rest of the crew into the centre of +the aircraft and to

brace themselves against struts and bhulkheads as firmly as

possihle tn S’fjmd breakage of limbs, FHe -»ut her down
I B il E
tez ﬁlquLih on the <tarmac ~and seeing the snarks flving I

1 1
wondered whether the bomb would blow or the fuel irnite

and we all made a hasty exit.

At this tz=ge  Alan hel wag rerzarded ar-ound
the iRGron Aas oa  qQiiiet frisndly, 1likeable young onilot,



imnroved ennsilerably and every one on the base became
aware af him as +thevy all went to . have a2 lonk at the

wrecl, Air crew zand ground staff - fitters, cooks, rigrgers,

8]

drivers, armourers, clerks - c¢am and shoock us all by the

ot

rand, Certainly Alan tosk =2 bi of ribhing for "writing
of f" the C.0's aireraft but the friendliness and admiration

were gratifving.,

we +then did 3 daylight onerations - a different
ball game, The second of these was to a synthetic O0il
Refinery at Kamen to the MNorth of the Ruhr Vslley., The
Germans annarently “oxed us with camauflage =znd we evidently

Facsimnt

btombed 2 mocked un fogomile.

There was another abortive attack on ¥amen in
which we had no part. Cn the nizht of the 3Jrd March

we 3set off on a more sucecessful raid on this Cil Refinery.

tarted with the wusuzl joint f

f tarzet, hazards that might be encountered,
type and weicsht of boabs to be carried 1

ete., Thence to our individual secti

o i
f to the Mess for esgs and bacon and our chocolsate
h

9]

ration for the +trin. ( Zggs and choconlate were an stirict

ration, available only to aircrew on a trin and expectant
T

A rTush %o collect our narachutes an the cheerful
g7 [

lazzes mnointing out he 1lzrge Wwall 3keten with the c¢antion:
" T+ went mean =a *hing, if you dont null the string.”

Mear +he narachute sention was the Zhanel and Fr., Earaon

gur chanlain ( from Lanecashire 3lways waited in case we had
the time to slip in. Cn this night Alan, Roger, Wilf

Tobin ( also shot down that night), =several otrers and ayselfl
slinrned 4in for 1less than a &inute, received a General

Absolution and Holy Communion.

The +trin itself was undoubtedly the most uneventful
we had sencountersd %o date. We uwere fairly relaxed as we
crossed the roast 2znd were very surnrised when the gunners
renorted a heavy harrage of Ainti  Alreraft fire from our
own fnzstal TRatteriss, We im-ediately correctly assumed that

there were intruders in our #widst =2ndi I gave Alan a course

to take us directly to Driffield, This tonk us <olose to
the Teeconfield Air®ield Jireuit which we were sunniosed o
give o vide 112z,

We werea the second aireraft haeck to Pase. As  we

were on our landing =nnroach, Joe Moss landed. Unfortunately



one of his engines caught fire =and he went into standard
nrocedures to guell the fire, As we were azbout to touch
dawn ( Joe had not given the 'Runway Clear' c¢all )} Control
called " Braemar to Rudkin Charlie - Gvershoot ". Alan
instinctively obeyed the command, gunned the motors teo <full
revs; =esiwing " Ruaway Clear ", cok@ol feo - olog Loo Rall o .

The crew menmbers who occunied the nose, Roger
Johnson, Greg Dixon =and I, always had to come back o
tenches in the centre of the aircraft for landing, It was
called the " rest nosition".

Alan had to fly to an =2llocated height and rejoin
the queue for 1landing., “hen we were instructed to 1land we
aporoached once again, As wec got down to about 200 feet

the 1lights went out and with 1% =an urgent message from

control " Braemar to all Rudkin Aircraft - Scramble - Intré#uders
is Alan clinbed arain he urgently regussted mne 1o
return to my navization table and Jive him a course to

anotner drame. In my hnaste I left my vparachute 1in thne 'rest
nnsition' = a mistake whienh undoubtedly saved my life.
As we were flying roughly West we went to dromes

in that direction =nd f{found all three we went to blacked

out. yith the extra take offs we had used more fuel thsn
normal and Wally warned we were getting very low. e
decided %7 rain heiznt to a safe 4000 ', turn to the 3Hast,

bale out and let the airecraft eracsh in  the sea.

(TR R

from the fr W v fTor the

cun +to shoot out the four engines, a target rarely npresented
to him, Alan zave us the order %o Bale Out, ishing us
good luck wvery calmly and said he would try o conirocl thne
kite. TUnder my chair was the front hatch which those crew

members in the forward nosition were sunnosed to use o

escane, I had to elimb over 2 VUulkh ads o get to @y
topute, %hen I rot %o the m=id hatch 1T was alrendy on~en
as Zoger Laing had goIne aut., wally Welsh was gtanding there

lonking at the flaues. I anghed him out and followed

igmediately oulling =y rin-cord as I went.

wally wus:t have waited to =nsure he was clear of
the +ail-ol=ne., His =—arcachute had onmened but did not Greax
hiz fall, indiecatirg *"e was mder the sgafety 1limit of 2007
wWilell = 7lled 1ks

1fter my first headlong rush  downwards, it was a



relief in the darkness to feel the Jjolt as the narachute
filled with air and I found myself sitting in the harness.
I 1looked un and saw a bomber =attacked and blow un. I

was counting the narachutes onening when I hit the deck
reasonably gently, as I was in a fallow=d Eagigck.

After a fairly eventful night we =1 arrived back
at Driffield the next afternoon. We were grounded for some
tine and flew on one mnore oneration on Anzac Day 1945, with
a crew of four other ' odd bods ‘. '

Bill Bullen was killed in +the early fifties, affer
buying a saw mill at Zsaufort, He was felling a tree and
it crushed him, I saw Roger TLaing in 1946 and 1247 bDut
on my last counle of frins to Adelaide some years ago, I
wag unable to trace him.

ilan Shelton was a very likeable young nan wno gotl

along with all =and sundry. He had a very keen sense of
humour - often conc=aled by A

skine a seemingl aaive auestion
£ gLy

which nroduced a hasty renly. de loved to make 7Deanle
T

bite '. e was healthy of bvedy and mind, ani clean of Tbody

and mind.

He was calm in everything he did even in his last
moments. It was a ~olgasure to work with hinm and under him,
as it was to enjoy nis connanionshio, e was always quietly
confident in his own 2bility =and 1let each of his crew faesl
he hnad caomnlete nnanfidence in them. Iercifully 4lan would
have died on impact and would not hav suffered.

This has been written on the days of lov 1 and 2
It raises the thought nat All Saints Day honors all the
peonle who have made the grade 1into IHeaven without Dbeing
canonised - millions wunon millions through history.

On All 3Souls Day we nray for the renose of the
'souls of our relatives and friends,

My final tribute to Alan Shelton is to sugrest to
his family that, instead of nraying for him, they might try

nraying to him,
Pat Hogan
2/11/380.
ra: " Alan, Roger and Greg were buried at Harrogate,
Yorkshire. #ally was buried at Weymouth, Dorset, where

his narents retired.



See Royal Family reference p7.
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H!JT§ made from scrap and a corrugated iron roof weighted down with rocks — such was
life in Dudley Flats in Melbourne’s west in 1936. The shanty town stood between West

_ Meihgurne and Fontscray from the 1930s to the 1950s. This chap and his “typical
residence” featured in The Argus in December 1936, as officials debated the slum’s future.

From: Herald-Sun, Melbourne, Aust., Friday 25th November, 2017.
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