Notes about the lfe of Miss Jean Mary Speirs.

Eamily ife
Jean Mary Speirs was bom on St. Valentine's Day, 14.2.1922. She had an elder brother John and a

younger brother Graham who died in 1973, John married Dorothy and that brought in the link to the

Hamilton family (- Kath. Dorothy. with son Cl n Liz). Graham

married C y - and they had lled Martin, Jeans's
nephew. Celia subsequently married Eric Reece - but he died in 13.2.98.  Martin has two children
Sally and Simon - their mother Anne is in Australia so I was unable to contact her. Jean did not

marry. Jean lost her parents when 14 and had to be at boarding school even in the holidays.

‘Young adult life

Jean went to Harrow Art School th
Ms. Frank's Studio in Hendon. Jean would have been 19 or 20 then. ~ Dorothy wrote to me that "She

friend and colleague. Sadly t often over the course of years, but we.

never failed 0 correspond and so kept in touch .... (although in) . fuling health , her leters were.
always cheerful and always mentioned the care and comfort hr friends gave her in the Bahd'l

community”.

In the war, 1941-2 in the WAAF, based at Huntingdon, she met Cynthia who remains a good friend
and i here to-day with her husband Peter Field.  They have two daughters, Sarah who has now four
children, Richard, Edward. James and David - and Susan who lives with her parents, unfortunately

unable (o come to-day.  Cynthia has told me that Jean was *a beacon of culture in a mainly

phiisine descrt a tha time.* Cynthia lso said that she and Jean used t go to musical evenings at e o<
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tuberculosis just o late o hae a war pension.In 1946, aged 22,

she was in Edgware Hospital being treated for pulmonary TB - the TB was due to their war service,




(this meant she operated on one lung and had to make an effrt 10 sitstraight. Was she wounded as

Parisid?) There she met Mrs. Hilary Caspar Thrupp who was i an acacent bed. In 1949 Hilary
‘was discharged,butshe saysthat Jean "poo gil, was worse off and 5o ook longer". She also writes
In spit of al we had themost remencous laughs, for we it t off ight from th sar and understood
cach other el We met les aftr | married.but she used 1o come and stay with us now and again. |
much apprciated th ars that shewas and admired her work. Mostofall | think | sall miss

riting 0 her. 1 did o ften lengtily but she alvays kindiy sad sh loved my ltters. Laterl, she

‘made long phone calls o me, because it wasn't easy for her to write.”

In 1948, aged 24, Jean had lef the Central School of Art and met Trudy Reece (nee Rosenau) at the

Frank Studio, also Ken and Margaret Dixon. Through Truds, Jean met Mary Bacon and her

so0d friends "the Bahi'i people gave her

uchspprt and corag”. Ty g i ouch and bt o Jsn s et e s
oS

before Christmas 95. Lynmmm.mnmymsmm”mmmm Unfortunately the Yty %
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ltter inviting Hilda Durkin to-day has been returned as "not at this address”

Later it is noted that Jean was living with an aunt and then tried a home in South Devon, but the

home was a bad expericnce:

Mesting the Bab

Ttwas in 1968 or Three Rivers,

‘numbered about 30 to 40, ~ Large public meetings and fresides took place, particularly at the home of

Mrs. Atherton - husand licitor). Jean saw the paper and

went 102 public mecting in Watord. She was inerested in the Faith and read bout i, 50 in a short
e Joan declared he Faith - that must ave been in about 1970 or s, when she was aged 48,
Whenthe time came or diffrent arcas to have their own assemblics, Jean went to Bushey and i she
could not go out, the Loca Spirital Assembly met in her house, When Pari and Mehrabaln

Firoozmand came to Dacorum, Jean moved to Bovingdon.




Steadfastress in the Faith

Pari commented that Jean was al new Bahd'i P read

‘much and studied. To the end of her I she gave service to the Faith and tried to help people.

Charl for the national Jean, when

him. She

even when ght by ringing, giving books o the library.  She showed.

he best fine Babd' atitude. Jean tings and generally these

took pk ‘people’s homes. Even 19 day feast, she was

trying to do her duty, sending her contribution by taxi. Pari said that at one of the lasttimes they
saw her, when she was finding it difficult to move and was lonely - she said that the only thing

keeping her alive was the prayer "is there any remover of diffcultes".

In 1986, when she and other friends in. the Dacorum Community introduced me to the Bah' Faith,
for which | am much indebted. 1 was impressed by her spiituality and sincerity. ~ The photo T sent

out was I think from 24.8.94. I gathered that she had had an idea of putting many faces in a drawing

poster - this ovely poster. she gavea

toa charity tosell. H ly she vas less and less art work.

al ly completed very slowly great dificulty.
She loved going to Bahi'i events, round about 1990 there were visits to Cambridge and Canterbury

believe. 2. In 1995 she

‘wrote to me "Please do not go far without letting me know even in the UK. otherwise I feel rather
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A cultured Iady, she took great care over her appearance, from her elegant hair stle 1o her shoes, and

nd span from t0p t toe | During at
meant she did not met so many people, but those she did meet became riends. There was the sster
of Kari-anna Chrisiopherson , called Diana Spencer and her friend Jill Simmons who worked for

RUBRA which helped ' Iadics in distress" - they helped




Jean) and visted her.  There were alo for example, hr hai dreser and the home helps such as
Chrstine King and Gill Archer - the later n paricular regarded Jean almostas a mher, Jean took
everyopportuniy 0 share her faith withall who came. she had neat heaps of Bahbooks which she
save avay. - She prepared a secial album of her sousenrs of her lfe as  Bahd'f and Martha Hall-
Patch,niece of Shamsi Nevadi,took his 1o the Holy Land.in Haifafor the recordsthere. (S.N. was

assistant o the Ausiliary Board member)

Moving on t0.3 new lfe
By 1995 she began reluctantly to face the need to move (0 a Nursing Home and Hilary tried o help

her choose one turning too fast, lost her leg.
She entered hospital and in a week unexpectedly faded away, dying peacefully from heart failure

(2disease or an embolism). Gill and I had the privilege of being with her atthe end. ~This was carly

in the morning of Thursday 14.12.95 in Tudor wing of Hemel
Hospital.
On the 15th the Universal House of Just ey

sacred Threshold on behalf of Mrs. Speirs for the progress of her soul.”

1- place on th hrist y Subsequently

typical of her loving heart many (36) beneficiaries received gifs from Jean.  Many of these people

‘would have wished to be here today, but could not make . These are Pauline, Gl and Hilary who

wrote *Those who die in faith, g0 no further than God - and God i very near." Diana Spence,

Dorothy L y Jean and h pe Avery dear
person!®; Dorothy Speirs and her sister Kath Hamilton, also Susan Field. There is Trudy Reece who,
having been very il this last winter, had many weeks in hospital and at home had an army of carers to

Iook aftr her as she could scarcely walk from one room to another - none the less, she took the

she could not attend today, “Jean was one of my younger
friends - a difference of 14 years!", and said how she misses Jean very much and their regular

exchange oflttcrs. These will be remembering Jean with us in our prayers a this time,
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