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APPENDIX 'B' - SIGNALS PROCEDURE
TARGET DIVERSTONS,

ENDIX 'CY - LIGHT AND HOON TABLES
FORATION

General.

o Pt
upplies. This shortage aight not be imediately ap
sialy take effect in the course of & few months, The additional io
of the five major dams in the Ruhr Area would greatly inorease the effect
and nasten the resulting shortsge. TARGET Z is mext in importance

2. A substantial smount of damage would be done, and consic:rable local nuuam;
Rt gErnas consequent on the breach of TARGET X. In fao

well caise havoo in the Runr valley. There would be & large loss of R

for the large e plants.

. In the Weser Disirict the destruction of the TARGET Y would seriously hamp:
Iransport in the Hittelland Canal end in the Weser, and would probably lead to an
almost complete cessation of the great volume of traffic now using these waterways.
et bt Ty reach their meximun capacity in May or June, after which
the Level slowly falls,

Eneny Defence:

5. (a) TAROET X,
There sre thras sibjects on the crest of this dan which may each be a light
Aok, gune A 1ight -gun A.A, position is situsted below end to the N. of
the aan vith o psitle summm position nearby.

« fio the main rererv

o Josition o Gefence insiallztion is knowma

ol
Fron the dsm. No other

out the defences of these two dams will be given when P

Information abx
(Information has now bee:

sorties have covered these areas.
(c) The last resort targets are unlikely to be defended.
NTENTION

To breach the following dans in order of priovity as listed:
(a) TARGET X
(b) TARGET "Y'
TARGET 12
Resort Targ
TARGET

ARG
TARGED 'F' (GO 933)
/EXECUTION +uee




TOoP SECRET

e Nare,
This operation will be Jmown by a code name which will be issued separ:
of Attac)

The operation is to take place on the

o Pla:

The twarty. spasial Lancasters of 617 Stuséron are 4o 01y fron bese 4o terget
area and retern in moonlight st low level by the routes given ia APENDIX 'A'. The
Souatron 15 %o be divided into thres main waves, vizie

(a) 15t Wave. Ts to consist of three sections, spaced st ten minute
cach section sonsisting of three airratt, They are io take the Southern route
Sarand aitecic Target T, e stiack 13 %o be continued witil the
s been clearly breacheds It is sstinsted that this might e
e 4his has been achiaved the leader is to aivers ne
actics ave to be followed.
Shonld oth X and T be breached any remaining sirerats of this veve are %o
attack 2.

(b) 2nd Wave. Is 4o consist of five sircraft manned by the specially trained
rave vea see. o tee She Rortharn route 36 the Targot, but are o covss the
ey Couet 3t the s e She lesiing suction of e 1% e, Tite

& Veve are to avteck Target Z

(c) 3rd Wave. Is to comsist of the ramaining aircraft and is to form an

airborne Teserve under the control of Group H.Q. They ere %o take the
i s the targot but their tine of dske-off is fo be such that

th be recalled before crossing the ememy coast if the 1st and

have breached all the targsts

Recall will probably ot be gossitle ugleas the fixst section of the
0F'001z, ty Civil midignt (EvENTNG) +
= 30 mimstes

attacking any which are mot breached. ing, R tation,
Scampton, is to errenge for individual aircraft fo be Sebiited to specifis
last resort targets.

Detailed Plan.

el e fake off in three sactions exch of thres airoraft and fly to
b t low level by the route given pendix 'A1, Sections are

roa O okervas of ton minures and are to £ly in el et

5 excesd 1,500 feet over England. On leaving the English Coast aircraft are to
descend to Jow level and set their altinsters to 60 feet using the Spotlignt Altimeter:
for calibration. The QFF st various stages of the route is to be carefully not
Aircraft are to remain at low level for the Flight %o the target and on the re¥;

journey at least until crossing a point 03°00'E.

ocC o e




i o TOP S[CRET

2 low as possible both going in and coming out even if it is necesser

later for map reading. g

s then to
acks on TARGETS X and Y by all the other sircraft of the 15t Wave using the.
Signals procedure given in APPENDIX '3'.

14, MNumber 2 of the leading section of the 1st iave is to act as deputy 1
whole of the 1st Wave during the attack on TARGET X, Should tne leader
No. 2 of the leading section is %o take over leadership, and No. 3 deputy leadership,
for the attack of TARGET X. For the sttack of TARGED ¥ Nurber 4 is 4o take
i ' dership, in which

15. The direction of attack of TARGET X is to be at Tight angles to the 1

Y A LT k is,
Hiroraft are not fo b diverted to TATGAT Y until TATOST X has
TARGAT X is breached, up %o two additional aircraft may be used, at the discretion
of e Teader, 'fo viten e breach dn TAROER X m:lvlﬂlng St deast threvatroratt
are diverted to attack TARGET Y.

16, hen TARGET X is sesn %o be breached beyond sll possible doubt the
divert the remainder of the first Wave fo TARGET Y by W/T and V.H.F. where siuilar

i ne genered. ddvoction of sbtack
of TARGET Y is to be from N.H. to S.E. arget Y is sean %o be breached beyond all
yossible doubt all renaining sircrait of the 1t fiave are to bo diverted by ne lesder
%o attack TARGET % independently using the same tactics as the 2nd

18. Tor the attacks of both Targets X and Y the special Tange finder is %o be used,
the height of attack is to be 60 feet and the ground speed 220 m.p.he

19. The 2nd Wave is %o take off and fly %o Target Z at low level by the Northern
Route given in Appendix 'A', Aircraft are to cross the enemy coast in close conoent-
tration, but not in formation, at the same time, although at a different point, as the

® Leading section of the fst Wave, Airoraft on this Wave sill be controlled on the
alternative V.H.F. channel, The special stores are mot to be spun for the attack of
Target Z. Airoraft are fo attack this target from N.H. to S.E. parallel to the length
of the dim and are %o ain %o hit the water just short of the centre point of the dun
about 15 to 20 feet out from The edge of the water, Attecks eve to e mede
lowest practicable height at a speed of 180 muphs T.A.S. Alreraft aro fo @
base independently, First two aircraft by Route 1; second two aircraft by S
and the last by Route 3.

20, The 3rd Wave is to consist of the remaining eireraft and is to forn an airborn
reserve under the control of Group Headquarters. They are to fly to Target X in ciose
concentration, but not in fornation, at low level by the Southern route given in
Appendix 1AV." These aircraft are £0 bs st Position 51°521 N., 03°001Z, 2 howrs

nutes aiter the Leading section of the 15t Uave have orossed this soint on their
autuard routs %o the farget. Orders for the jave will bo passed to all aircraft
on the special Group frequency, if possible before they reach the enemy coast,
instructing them vhich target they are fo attack. Failing receipt of this message
airoraft are fo proceed to X, Y and, finally, last resort targets in that order
attacking any which are not breached. The 3rd Wave are to use tactics of attack

/sinilar to those




@R SECGRIE

similar to those used Ty the 1st Wave vhen attacking Tarzets X and
attacks on last resort tarsets are to nde;
SIE0EH80) srastiosratumn 40 Easasindspents 4 lov level by any

routes given in Appendix 'Al, Aircraft attacking early should take Route 1; the
next aircraft Route 2 and the last Route 3.

Aircraft are to use the method of attack already practiced, The pilot being
le for line, the Navigator for height, the Air Bomber for range and the
gt Engineer for speed,
e interval between attacking aircraft is to be not less than
gots,

On all targets except Target 4 each aircraft is to fire a red verey cartridge
ately over the danm during the k. Adrcraft attacking Target Z ere each to
a red verey cartridge as they release their specisl store.

aft are to fly 1 nd circuits in each target area keeping as low

as possible when waiting their i

Time of Attack,

this time aircraft of the 2nd Wave should be about
forition 557301y 045C01E:

outes.
26, As in Appendix 'A',

Diversion

Should be dewatc'\ed mc;. o4 orEhuihal gl ot tor
the 3rd A e G

ok Eiyers i nary b1 aokesmhoulAs s At i

houta o5 A Closhadb i lyshanasdavaytl skl chans 17 em\y terntu'y on

_1‘!&1’5&0\1::1 attacks
£ one hour preceding

o made, in the
JA (,‘ 20~N., 58S, u-b), 51 0.,
). C. will also be

ey’ Diversionary gitacks bejow 2
ded by the poings (51°001.
oo, 000003 (53¢ 0520013,
askoed to afrange’suilable veather reconnaissance to Feport in particular on
visibility in the target area at least in sufficient time %o recall the Lancaster
before they cross the enemy coast if the weather is unsuitable.

(a) Bomb Load, - Each Lancaster is to carry one special modified

() Ammnition, - ALl guns o be loaded with 100 night tracer (G VI).

29, The Lancasters may take off at a maximum all up weight of 63,000 1bs. at +14
boost. As the modified store now weight about 9,000 1bs, 1750 gallons of petrol
can be carried.

Iavization




on Jat 2122/20 eiibe nd o seamiano
acourate landfall on the enery coast

s of Vatches.
33, A1l watches are to be
day of the operation.

Knowledge of this operation is to be confined to the
dor, 0.C. 617 Squadron and his two Flight Comnandors wntil receit o
ghal. After crews are briefed they are to be impressed with the need
oonesy beosuse of the passibility that the operation may be postponed
chould weather reconaissance prove the Weather to be unsuitable.

Remorts,

Secial Devices,
36, MANDREL and TINSEL are not fitted.

37. IFF is NOT to be used on the outward journey but no
followed on the homeward flighte

except after % + 30 minutes for the 1st and 2nd Waves and

Hireless
2 4 30 minutes for

Steict /D ind R/D silence s to be maintained until aft

e

he 1st and 2nd Waves and after 2 + 3 hours for the 3rd W
sturning early is NOT to break /! or R/T silence and is
(5/DF except after  + 10 minutes for the 1st and v
for the 3rd Wave. Airoraft returning befors that time
Coast at 1,500 fect at the T

suitable airfield.

except as nodified by Aps




TOp

e overation will be given
code vord ammd, me date on S G

K.V, SKTTERUY o/c

- 50/101,
s

External.
Group Captain J. N, H. Whitworth, DSO.,
Headquarters, Bomber Command,

(Doputy Co-in-C. personally, or in his absence,
Group Captain N.W.D. Haruood~Elton, D.F.C.)s

Internal,
Action Cozy (Ops. II).

©.5.0,

9, 10, 11,
and 121

Bxecutive
Signal.
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No. 617 SQUADRON. _NIGHT FLYING PROGRAME 16.5.43.

Navigator w/opte. A/pomer. Front Gumer  Rear Gumer

iR, 7o, TR, [P/, WTGNo. STAFoD. /T, DRI, AT, TERAORER
[F/0. EARNSHAW. INCHI! ER¥  P/0. GREGORY.
[F/LT. MARTIN# /0. WHITTAKER®{F/LT. LEGGO. % [F/1 ‘y/c roxLEE R
lcr. one oo

ser. wrmon. s,

St gor, o o
S/LDR. YAIDSLEY.SGT. WARIOTT. /0
FAT. ASTELL. SGT. KINEAR. [P0,
\nu WG, SGT. GRAYSTONX [F/0.

et ALK /0.
e e
/0 WcrLANE. ST comIE. /5. TIASHERST, M,
. e
wncess. ko, Guusseiele/o. cunz.  fr
#lo. o, e v/sar. Jomsae/sr. TS 451
#/0. mareE. W, [Pl N
/5. o D A P sor e ot
v/son, woai Scr, FNmON® (ST, (EALR [SGT. HESSTOE owiaz® e aatson o
ADRSON ST, PATTERSN, SCT, NIGET. srca cnem._fsor, pa,__lsor, ook,

K SURVIVED THE WAR
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THE LONDON GAZETTE. 28th.MAY 1943.

Acting Wing Commander Guy Penrose GIBSON, DSO, DFC, Reserve of
Air Force Officers, No.617 Squadron.

This officer served as a night bomber pilot at the beginning of
the war and quickly established a reputation as an outstanding
operational pilot. In addition to taking the fullest possible
share in all normal operations he made single handed attacks
during his "Rest" nights on such highly defended objectives as
the German Battleship TIRPITZ then completing in WILHELMSHAVEN.

When his tour of operational duty was concluded, he asked for a
further operational posting and went to a night-fighter
instead of being posted for instructional duties. In the course
of his second Tour, he destroyed at least three enemy bombers
and contributed much to the raising and development of new night
fighter formations.

After a short period in a training unit he again volunteered for

operational duties and returned to night bombers. Both as an

operational pilot and as a leader of his squadron, he achieved

outstandingly successful results and his personal courage

no bounds. BERLIN, COLOGNE, DANSIG, GYDNIA, GEMOA, Le CREUSOT,

MILAN, NUREMBURG and STUTTGART were among the targets he
£

attacked by day and nigh

On conclusion of his third operational tour, Wing Commander
GIBSON pressed strongly to be allowed to remain on operations
and he was selected to command a Squadron then forming for
special tasks. Under his inspiring leadership, this squadron has
now executed one of the most devastating attacks of the war,
the breaching of the MOHNE and EDER dams

The task was frought with danger and difficulty. Wing Commander
GIBSON personally made the initial attack on the MOHNE dam.
Descending to within a few feet of the water and taking the full
brunt of the anti-aircraft defences, he delivered his attack
with great accuracy. Afterwards he circle low for thirty minutes
drawing the enemy fire on himself in order to leave as free a
run as possible for the following aircraft which were attacking
the dam in turn.

Wing Commander GIBSON then led the remainder of his force to the
EDER dam where, with complere disregard for his own safety, he
repeated his tactics and once more drew on himself the enemy so
that the attack would be successfully developed.

Wing Commander GIBSON has completed 170 sorties involving more
than 600 hours operational flying, throughout his operational
career, prolonged exceptionally at his own request, he has show
leadership, determination and valour of the highest order.
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