BAF Leoture-"PRESS ON* omE

Jotned the Royal Atr Force in Juns 1941 a6 an Air Observer under training and

Pk e AR S R TR
Tt was now Narch 1943 and I was in a crew totalling five and had now completed
Operational Training

The training was marvellous,ve were happy, and all lived the life of Riley.

Events took a much more serious note in a posting to RAF Station Rufforth to
by the

Captain asked ne to take over the job of pilot's mate in addition to navigation

& bombing duties.
The crew now consisted of 4 Englishmen,1 Scot,and 2 Canadians Ve were all about
21 except Jock who was 38 and needed reading glasses.Ve all gat on splendidly

n 943 we were posted to 102 Squadron at Pocklington and here we very
quickly learned that losses were currently extremely high and concequently
morale at that time was L

What could you do to help survival 777

Keep on track corkscrew alvays near,or over, enemy territory watch for fighters
always,arrive on target at correct time -object is to saturate the defences

BEFORE THE OPERATION

At 10.00 notice on blackboard saye "PARTY". About 16.00 briefing:

targucEouteaneny dafenoes alceg Folte-yssthar forcasteyiad strengce &
out bacon,beans -collect

i Jutce,chew hute,sextant, il

packs,catfiene pills, ,assemble crew-
Squadron Commander chalks AGLA on our packet flap-aircrew bus to dispersal-
Varn up aircraft engines,test magnetoes,taxi round perimeter track to runway
await green light and take off

The aircraft & crew is now on their own and will remain so until touchdown

OPERATIONS

23-5- 43 Dortmund-5 houre 30 nine-happy valley
Beautiful colours.One failed to return

25-5-43 Dusseldor-5 hours 20 mins-happy valley

-5-43 Besen-5 houre-happy valley-Kruppe warke-Flak was so intense you




could walk on it - explain about 2 sky markers
One failed to return

43 Bochun-5 hours-happy valley.
e failed to return.

19-6-43 Le Creusot~7 hours 5 minutes-Armaments works

21-6-43 Krefeld-shot down over Dutoh coast-ditched 11 miles out,tine 155 on
22-6-43.
4 aicraft failed to return (including us)

Ditching very successful.aircraft floated for over half an hourSitting in a pool
of water in the dinghy very unpleasant & the dinghy had a leak.

NID NORNING.
Circled by Focke Wulf 100 who presumably obtained a fix on us

Observed Flying Fortress being shot down by Me 109  Met the crew later at
Felixstowe Hopital)

THE RESCUE

2 Typhoons of 198 Squadron airborne Martlesham Heath 15.15 to find and obtain
a fix on our dinghy jthis was achieved.

2 Varuses airborne Nartleshan Heath 18.37 on 22-6-43 ,one Valrus picked up 4

too dangerous to attempt a take off and started taxing to the English coast.

2 Typhoons airborne Martleshan Heath 19.04 on 22-6-43
4 Spittires atrborne Martleshan Heath 19.32 on 22-6-43
2 Typhoons airborne Hartleshan Heath 10.72 on 22-6-43

2 Folke Vulfe 190 attacked at 20.55 on 22-6-43,0ne of which was shot down by a
Spittire,

A Valrus and 2 Spitfires atrborne Nartlesham Heath 21.20 on 22-6-43.The sea
was too rough for the Walrus to landbut it stayed in the vicinity and was
ultinately able to direct NTB D16 (RE) to the taxiing Walrus.

2 Spitfires airborne Nartlesham Heath 22.19 on 22-6-43.

Our Valrue taxied fram 10.50 on 22-0~43 until 02,00 on 23-6-43 wntil privol ves
e e e 1D .76 igh ikt ook 50 athe
attach a tow rope to our Valrus

The R toved us for 1 hour but we were taking such a battering that it was




requested that the Valrus be abandoned and the crews be transferred to the NTB
which was achieved with difficulty.
Ve arrived at Felixstowe at 6.80 on 23-6-43.

It was later learned that the Valrus drifted onto a sandbank and was later
towed to Harwich by HNS Mackay (destroyer).

De-briefed by AVH Gus Valker who commented on the loss of 4 *I* Halifaxes on 4
successive operationsihe wondered about sabotage.

Ve were given 14 daye leave and wers requested to consider volunteering for
Pathfinders

foiel s cinw Dot o et efyaacslachertiaa e basfie e Be L e
Assocation and the Luftwaffe Aesociation, that we had shot down by /0
Viakler in a KE 110 ; Regretfully Vinkler disd in conbat 24 hours later

Posted to 35 Squadron-FFF

20-7-43 Hamburg-5 houre 56 mins-Supporter
2 airoraft failed to return
2-8-43 Hamburg-5 houre 15 mins-Iced up in Cumulo Fimbus-Very heavy predicted
flak-Supporter. One atrcraft failed to return.

NANY BOUNCE LANDING & 3 ENGINE TAKE OFF-relationship between Captatn
and pilots mate.

CRASH WITH 2 LORRIES ON PERIMETER TRACK

Nurnburg~7 houre-Supporter
2 adrcratt failed to return

Turin-8 hours 30 mine-Supporter
Qur route foluded Base-| Reading ‘Selsey Bill-On arrival near Fortemouth
y. The question is-
man raid?,or were the RN exhibiting their

well known dislike of aircraft over their ships?

16-8-43 Turin-3 hours 40 mins-turned back-engine failure-landed at Ford:
Supporter. One acraft failed to return.

23-8-43 Berlin-7 houre 25 mine-Supporter
4 sadcragt failed to return

27-8-43 Nurnburg-7 hours 20 mine-Supporter
Coned by several search lights with potential attack by fighter




Dived steeply and managed to evade.H2S went U/S at this point and
e BT e e Bl i

uncertain of our precise position .As a result we flew over Mam

an2 rectaved the ndivided attention of their e S heuvy

Ao/
Approaching Beachy Head we observed searchlights instructing us to
turn to part which we did and then to land at Ford.On landing we
were asked the reason for our arrival at a fighter base.lt turned out
to be an interservice exercise

Believe that this was the time that the Wop/ag discovered the "bomb"
inside the fuselage

30-8-43 Nunchen Gladbach-4 hours 10 mins-supporter-attacked by fighter but
evaded.

31-8-43 Berlin—7 hours 40 mins-Supporter
One airoraft failed to return

-43  Mannhetn-2 hours 25 mins-turned back-engine failure-Supparter
e
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20-9-43 Bochun-4 Rours 40 mine-Backer u

R e
1 es and severely shot up by flak. Crashed
in flames at Biggin Hill-4 crew in hospital

8-10-43 Bremen-4 hours 50 mins-Blind Marker
One aircraft badly shot up-Crashed at ColtishallNinor injuries only

11-11-43 Caties8 hours 40 aine-Blind Dlusinator
airoraft failed to return,Petrie-Andrews ditched off Sardinia &
escaped to North Africa)

22-11-43 Berlin-3 hours 15 mins-turned back-engine failure-Backer up
23-11-43 Berlin-6 hours 20 mins-Blind Marker
20-12-43 Frankfurt-5 hours 15 mins-Blind Narker

One aircraft failed to return,é one caught fire while landing.

* While circling the airfield prior to landing a Halifax captained by
S/ldr J.Sale caught fire when a target indicator exploded S/Lir Sale

the runway.The airoraft exploded when he & the gunner were some 200
yards away.”




23-12-48 Berlin-7 hours-Blind Marker
5-1-44 Btettin-o hours-3lind Secker up
9 v Daimask and S s P o

Bl s s s RIS E izt
Suddenly the Tear guuner sav an ME210 sstern lavel af 150 yarda e
B S R B

without tracer before breaking off o danage to Halifex but XE210
clained as damags
3 atroratt failed to return.

15-2-44 Berlin-7 hours 5 mins-Blind backer up
Numerous fighter flares above clouds. It was like day.
One airoraft failed to return

19-2-44 Leipzig-2 hopurs 40 mins-Blind backer up
4 alrcraft failed to return.

20-2-44 Stuttgart-6 hours 5 mins-Blind backer up
One aircraft failed to return.

Schweinturt-6 hours 50 mins-Blind backer up
Augsburg-6 hours 30 mins-Blind backer up
Stuttgart-6 hours 40 mins-Blind backer up

CONVERTED TO LAKCASTERS
Frankfurt-§ hours-Blind backer up.

24-3-44 Berlin-6 hours 50 mins-Blind marker
THE NIGHT OF THE JET STREAMS -Zephyring-Vinds of 135 knots
"Why aren't we going through the flak like every one else??"
One airoraft failed to return

18-4-44 Roven-3 hours 40 minsBlind marker/Illuminator
20-4-44 Cologne-3 hours 50 mine-Blind backer up
23-4-44 Laon-3 hours 40 mins-Blind Illuminator

Had to make 3 runs over target becaause bomb doors would not open.

24-4-44 Karlsrube-5 hours 40 mins-Blind marker/Illuminator
26-4-44 Villeneuve-St Gearge-4 hours-Blind Illuminator
27-4-44 Friedrichehaten-6 hours 30 mins-Blind re-centerer




Flew over Switzerland on the commencement of bombing runtt
One airoraft failed to return.

3-5-44 Nontdidier-3 hours 40 mins-lind Illuminator

8-5-44 Haine St Plerre- 2 hours 45 mine-Blin minator
One atroraft failed to retu

10-5-44 Lens- 2 hours 55 mins-Blind Illuminator

65 nins-Illuminator at request of Master Bomber
55 mins-bombed using "G"

25 mins-Blind Iluminator

20-6-44 Crew, minus our pilot, asked to do anather tour with Wing Commander
PHCribb, but on a majority vote,, this was declined. Cribb became CO
of 582 Squadron,but did not survive for long.

Posted to Air Ninistry London as a statf officer,including 3 months

in Cairo at HQ Middle East

ote--On the 51 operations in which we participated 37 aircraft were lost.21
atroratt is full squadron strength

Acknowledge the considerable assistance given by Seema in the preparation of
he

1l of our exploits
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