BOMBER COMMAND REPORT ON NIGHT OPERATION:

IGHT OF _3/4th. MAY

MAILLY LE CAMP: ( also

v nelaying:etc. )
SUMMARY

The military camp at Mally le Camp was attacked by Lancasters with
devastating success, in bright moonlight. Extremely heavy and widespread
damage was caused, but 42 aircraft (11-3%) were lost. The high losses

were associated with the delay in issuing instructions by the Master
BoBer due to communication difficulties which resulted in aircraft

concentrating over the datum point in ideal weather conditions for fighters|
WEATHER FORE
Bases:-  Little cloud. Good visibility.
France Well broken convection cloud in N.,dispersing by mid-
night.

PLAN OF ATTACK.
Three OBOE mosquitoes were to mark the South East aiming point with
short-burning green Target Indicators. The Aiming Point was then to be
illuminated by flares and marked with red spot fires, visually between
H and H+5. These would be backed up with more red spot fires, and, if
they were not sufficiently accurate, with cascading green Target
Incicators on the Aiming Point. No. 5 Group aircraft were to attack in
tho waves between H+5 and H+ll, as instructed by the controller. The same
procedure was to be carried out on the South West Aiming Point by No.l.
Group, the Mosquitoes marking between H+ll and H+20., and the aircraft
bombing from H+20. H = 0001
SORTIES

No.of aircraft despatc 3

No:of aircraft reporting attack on primary target. 354 (97.8%)

No.of abortive sortie:

No.of aircraft missing.
WEATHER EXPERTENCED.

Bases:

Target

Cloudiess over France. Good Uisibiity. Bright Hoonlight
Wind at 6/7000ft. - 300-310 at 30/3

NARRATIVE OF ATTACK
Marking on the S.E.Aiming Point was abortives
irdicators failed to explode,
by a fighter.
bombed,

one set of Target
and the other Mosquito was intercepted
The Master Bomber hestitated and , after a few aircraft had
diverted the attack to the N.W.Aiming Point. This was identified
visually and accurately marked. The bombing was toncentrated, and the
target was soon enveloped in smoke.




DAY RECONNAISSANCE.
litary camp and training area was severely d

The whole of the mi
of the attack fell on the large compact group of Motor

Nome of the 47 Motor Transport buildings
destroyed. XX& 114 barrack buildings were affected.
a second group of M.T.buildings to the
were also heavily hit

anaged.

The weight
transport and barrack buildings.
escaped, and 34 were

The workshops south of the area,
Gast, the range, and the ammunition dump,

ENEMY DEFENCES.
Ground Defence. 8 heavy guns were in action at the target, firing
6-9,000ft. Light flak came from 20 guns, and were

y three searchlights exposed in the
ute,from airfields and Chartres.

accurately at
self-destroying at 10-12,000ft. Onl:
Accurate flak was met en Xo

. ccurred
ighters. The first interceptions $ERUEER on the S.E. leg beyond
Compiegne,-at first the enemy lost more heavily than did the bombers,

moonlight.

losing 3, probably 4 fighters, before we turned south near Epernay. Then
the unfortunate delay before the main force received their instructions
a concentration of aircraft over the datum point in biight

ing the fighters with great opportunities of wholesale

ttack lasted 19 minutes longer than had been planned,

resulted in
moonlight, present
interceptions. The a
and it was during this period
active over the whole of the westerly route home,

that most of the losses occured. Fighters
were until the coast
was reached.
Enemy Aircraft Destroyed.

probably 6 enemy aircraft: one Me 109,two

Our bombers destroyed 4,
190 for certain,

Me.110s,and a FW with a JU.88 and an unidentified twin-
engined fighter as probables.

CASUALTIES.

(11.3%) were lost - a very high percentage, especilly for
the concentration

42 aircraft
a French target.
at the datum point because of the delay in imstructin

n half of these
lost to

The main reason has been given above -
g the main force.

At least 25 aircraft fell in combat, rather more tha
and all the rest on the homeward run. 9 were
although the defences of Romilly,
The other 8 losses cannot

over the target,
flak, mostly over the target,
fontainbleau, and Chartres claimed victims
returning aircraft were wrecked by fighter

definitely be placed. 2

attack




SORTIES. ATTACKED ~ MISSING. TIME OVEI
TARGET. TARGET.
362 352 42(11.6%) .00005-0044 .
173 166 28 0009 -0044.
187 184 14 0000%-0035.
2 2358 0003

ROU
Base - Reading - Beachy Head - 50.00N. Ol.15E -48.54N 04.08E - MAILLY -

48.25N 04.15E -48.18N - 02.00E. - 48.35N.00.20W. - 49.22N. 00.50w. -
Selsey Bill - Reading - Base.
TIME ON TARG 23.56. - 0025 hrs.
WEATH
Moon
Mailly and route.

% moon, above horizon all night.
No cloud, except over England. Wind

heights 6/7000£t. 300-310 degs. 30-

at target at

5 m.p.h.

BASES and ENEMY
AIRFIELDS Fit, visability moderate.

ENEMY FIGHTER REACTION.
ted to long and medium range fighters as esrly

Allied aircraft were repc
as 2253hre, though it is not clear to which raid this referred. The main
force passed by Dieppe about 2315hrs, and the first'reaction, half an
hour later, was to send aircraft of NJG 3 in N.W.Germany from the Elbe
to the Osnabruck area, after which nothing was heard of their movements.
No.4 ID (covering N.E.France) opened up its running commentary control
and at 2330 hrs said the spearhead of the force was south of Amiens.

IThe controller then, between 2338 and 2345 hrs, reported our bombers
as circling north of Beauvais, and the leading aircraft were plotted
over Mailly at 0045 hrs. Presumably most NJG 4 aircraft were able to
intercept the main force by the time it had arrived over the target,
and it is suggested that some fighters followed the bombers on the

homeward route. At 0040 hrs, when the attack was almost over, another

report was made of aircraft circling in the target area.

2 minute after bombing had begun, fighters of NJG 1 and 2

st to the Florennes area towards our bombers,
as a deeper

At 0002 hr
in Holland were sent southwe
but were diverted after only nine minutes to the Rhineland,
penetration was apparently suspected. During the attack on Mailly a samx
control in JD 4 began ordering, to an area south of St.Quentin, fightexrs

that were not in contact with the bombers. Landing orders were heard

at 0132 hrs.
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COMBATS AND ENEMY ATRCRAFT ENCOUNTERED
Our aircraft were first intercepted on the south easterly leg beyond

Compiegne (3 deg E), and although sightings from there to tarfet were
fairly numerous four of the five combats reported before reaching the
target resulted in claims by our bombers - a Ne.109, Me.110 and a

FW.100 destroyed, and a JU 88 probably destroyed.

Our bombers reached the vicinity of Mailly just before midnight and
although various enemy aircraft were seen in the mext 20 minutes only

two combats occurred until 0024hrs when the attack was due to close.

From 0024 to 0037 hrs migh eight attacks and four combats occurred, and
four of our aircraft were damaged - one having just previously hit by
flak, and the gunners having baled out. One Me 110 was claimed destroyed
and another twin engined enemy aircraft probably dstroyed.
Attacks by twin engined aircraft continued to be fairly frequent until
our aircraft were south of Paris and a few single engined types were

glimpsed further west.
engined in the majority, and

All the usual types were seen with twin-
one report recorded 6 Me.410s in formation withe navigation lights, west

of Chalons

GROUND DEFENCES.
Mailly le Camp (4-10,000£t) :
about eight guns firing accurately, bursts
Light flak from up

up to 3 searchlights. Heavy Flak increased

as the attack developed,
being at 5-9,000£t; several kah bombers were damaged.
to 20 guns, self destroying at 10,000 to 12,000ft.

The Abbeville Searchlight Belt was reported as extending

En route:
Airfield

southwards. At Chartres heavy flak was slight,but accurate.
and similar defences en route were active.

ENEMY CLATMS.

WI.1.B."(German Intelligence) learns that according to final reports
the number of aircraft brought down last night over occupied Western
territories has now increased to 57 four-engined bomberst

Appreciation.

The Main target was a military camp and concentration in the Mailly
area, some 80 miles east of Paris. This was to be attacked by about
350 Lancasters of Nos. 1 and 5 Groups with Mosquitoes as Markers.
During the attack nearly 100 heavies of 8 Group were to follow part

of the way along the route from Dieppe to bomb Montdidier airfield, and
during the previous hour an ammunition dump at Chateaudun was to be
attacked by Mosquitoes.

These raids had to be carried out in moonlight, the three guarter moon
beingtp all night. Cloudless conditions and a strong N.W. wind were
expected, and the route taken to the target was the shortest possible
from the coast, mxk. Dieppe, Le Treport, past Poix and Compiegne,
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furning S.5.W., when west of Chalons. North Westerly route home would
have involved flying against the wind and very near Paris. Therefore a
longer route back was followed, south of Paris and Chartres, and regain-
ing the coast west of Caen. Most of this route was flown below 13,000ft
and often as low as 5,000ft. The attack was successfully carried out,
but at a cost, unusually high for a French target, of 42 heavy bombers
and two supporting aircraft, while four were lost against Mordlidier.

No trouble was met in crossing the coast, though near Poix the defence
belt seemed to have been extended southwards. The enemy seems to have
expected a penetration into Germany on finding the bombers flying so
deeply into France to the east of Paris, and he made certain tactical
preparations to meet this contingency, the likelihood of which was

enbanced by the Mosquitees going to Ludwigsshafen.

4 JD reacted in fairly strong numbers to the Mailly raid, aircraft of
NJG 4 and 1 arriving rather late on the route over the last SO miles to %x
target, though no aircraft appear to have been lost until the bombers
began to turn south near Epernay. The first encounter resulted in four
claims by our aircraft but the tale then altered. Owing to difficulties
outside the scope of this report to discuss, although the marking began
on time the main force did not receive their instructions to bomb until
some time ekspsed and part of this large force assembled at a datum
point where the enemy aircraft were able to catch up with them and harry
them in the moonlight.

The attack should have been on from 2356 to 0025 hrs lasted a further

19 minutes, and during this time most of the combats and losses are
reported to have taken place. Certainly all but two of the combats
occured after 0024 hrs, and though a dozen aircraft watsaid in ome report
to have been shot down earlier, most of the observations relate to the
period after 0024 hrs. It is suggested that half the losses occurred
over the target and the remainder on the westward run from Troyesto
Etampes. A few aircraft seen to fall between Chartres and the coast were
all unaccountable losses, possibly due to trouble earlier. Losses to
flak are possible over the target, where the defences expected from a
military concentration increased as the attack progressed; and also in
the areas of Romilly, Fontainebleu, and Chartres.

Twice the enemy described our aircraft as "circling”, and though the
second instance was probably orbitting late at the datum point, no
explanation is available why our bombers should be circling near Beauvais
-70 miles short of the target.

More twin-engined than single-engined aircraft were encountered in the
period from 2350 hrs onwards it is suggested that 23 aircraft were lost

A s
to fighters, seven to flak, and twelve to unknown causes, to which fighter

could be expected to have contributed principally.
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