BEHIND ENEMY LINES

The WW2 Experiences of Alan William Green
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Alan William Green

* Born - 15th June 1920, Coventry * Eldest son of a local Pharmacist

* Educated - Bablake School, * Higher Education - Coventry Technical
Coventry College
* Leicester School of Pharmacy * Younger brother Major in Army (Far

East - member of the Chindits



War Breaks Out




Prime Minister Neville Chamberlain - Declaration Of War With Germany

Speeches

Great Speeches of The 20th Century - Volume Two, The Changing World, track 8
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War Breaks Out

= Called up - Joins RAF
= Selected as Navigator
= Officer Training on South Coast
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War Breaks Out

= Coventry is bombed!




World War 2 Bombing Raid Sound Effects (Cinesound)
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Flying Training

Gulf of Canada Hudson
Alaska Bay
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Flying Training




CABLE AND WIRELESS
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Flying Training

e Training continues at home (July-Nov 1941)




His War Starts!

e Posted to 218 (Gold Coast) Squadron
- Based RAF Marham
e 1stmission - Vickers Wellington (16" December’41)
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His War Starts!
e Converts to RAF’s first 4 engine heavy, the Short Stirling




His War Starts!
e Coverts to RAF’s first 4 engine heavy, the Short Stirling




22 Missions
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Famous Raids o

Scharnhorst

Gneisenau




Greens 15t Bale Out
Friendly Fire!

e 4-5May 1942 T/0 2230 ex Marham
o Stirling 1 - R9315 HA-Q

» Leaflet dropping raid - Laon
area of France

 Havoc/Hurricane Combination
(S/L Budd and P/O Murrey)
1455 Fllght Tangmere

» Baled out near Tangmere (all crew safe)
e (aptain - Sgt HJV Ashworth
e Mistaken for a Jerry!
e Board of Enquiry!




Famous Raids ¢

First 1000 bomber raid
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2nd Bale Out

« 20-21 June 1942 T/O 2230 ex Marham
« Stirling 1 -W7530 HA-Q
« Target — Emden (287 aircraft)
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2nd Bale Out

Shot down over Holland by ME110

Prince of Darkness - Oblt Egmont Prinz zur Lippe Weissenfeld
of II.//N]G2



2nd Bale Out

-

Nachtjagerpiloten van de sde Staffel van de I1./NJG2 in Leeuwarden. Voorste
ry v.L.n.r.: Oblt. Hermann Greiner, Oblt. Prinz zur Lippe Weissenfeld, Lt. Karl-
Heinz Véllkopf. Achterste rij v.l.n.r.: Lt. ‘Poldi’ Fellerer, Ofw. Paul Gildner
en Lt. Oskar Kgstler.




2nd Bale Out

Baled out

* 3 Crew die in the crash (including the Captain - S/L HJV
Ashworth DFC!

 Remaining 5 Crew taken Prisoner



27d Bale Out
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2nd Bale Out










Missing in Action

Dinner at the Officer's Mess
Transfer to Frankfurt
Dulag Luft (Red Cross/Next of kin)

Interrogation
Sent to Stalag Luft Il in Silesia with Desmond Plunkett

Gothenburg
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Stalag Luft II1
[

Personalkarte I: pPersonelle Angaben

Kriegsgelangenen-Stammlager: E'jtiii;[:.'_{ L.uft 3

Vorname: " "o

: g Tr|1_.'||---~
Geburtstag und -ort:7= ="

Zivilberul:
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Religion : Matrikel Nr

L & [ Sisamerolle

¥ ¥ ¥ 1 sl s o L ¥, L
Vorname des Vaters: Gefangennahme (o and Datumis

VEITWELE. b gesund. krank, verwundet

Familienname der Mutter:

Lichtbild Nilwere Personalbeschreibung
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Camp Organisation

e 248 camps (133 British and
US)

* Controlled by OKW — divided
into Army/Navy/Luftwaffe

« Stalag Luft lll “New Style”
Camp (opened May 1942

o Staff of
Officers/NCOs/Security
Officers (Ferrets!)

« 2 Parallel Barbed Wire
Fences 6ft apart 12ft High

Commandant
Colonel Friedrich von Lindeiner
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POW Life

e Huts 15 yards wide/60-80 yards long/200 men




POW Life

e Latrines (aborts!) and Night Toilets
* Food (KLIM powdered milk) & Red Cross Parcels




POW Life
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POW Life

e Radio (spoof adverts)

. Theatre (Hamlet and other Shakespeare]
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POW Life

Clubs - (Sagan Golf Club!)

Study

Sport - League/Cup Soccer/Rugby/Cricket
Senior British Officer (SBO) W/C “Wings” Day




Famous Escapes

Home Run via Sweden



Famous Escapes

e The Great Escape
e Desmond Plunkett’s Role
e Other ‘players’
e Logistics

e Penguin



Famous Escapes

y 4,000 bed boards; 1,370 beading battens; 1,699 blankets; 161 pillow cases; 635
palliasses; 34 chairs; 52 20-man tables; 90 double tier bunks; 1,219 knives; 478 spoons; 30
shovels: 1,000 feet of electric wire: 600 feet of rope; 192 bed covers; 3424 towels: 1212 bed
bolsters; 10 single tables; 76 benches; 246 water cans; 582 forks; 69 lamps.

y This list is taken from a German account of what went missing after being issued
to the prisoners




The Long March

e Evacuation to Berlin
e Winter 1944/5
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The Russians are coming!

Getting home

Interview

Demobbed

Welcome home
 Brother still at war



Research (1) - Stalag Luft III

Visit to Sagan

Stalag Luft III today
Museum

Long march memorial

Research (2) Holland

Crash Site Memorial
Meeting witnesses
War Cemetery at Bergen
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