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The landing of the Wellington W-5423 "a",

In preparing this repert I have endeavoured to write all I
Xnow about the evemtful landing of a R.A.F. bomber,the Welligton W-5423 "0",
in enemy territory,outskirts of Antwerp,Belgiua,on 6 August 1941,

One member of her erew mumbering six,succeeded to get back te England.
Though the others were umhurt and had escaped,they have been Tecaptured and
sent to Germany.

I should wish,now that the whole erew is back home,that they read
carefully the following pages and ry to remember the names of the Belgiams who
escorted, sholtered or visited them.

During more then six momths,I have investigated about the case and have
come to a stop.The chain of agents is aluost eomplete except for two or three
nezes.

May be somebody might jog my memery by recalling a mame,a nioknaze,a
location of house or street,thus emabling me to bring full light over a'yroblem
which is still unsolved.

Any detail or supplementary information will be weloome and help to
complete ome of the most adventurous stories of a R.A.P, orew who rendered the
Gernans mad for one time.

The climate in Belgium.iuguss 1941

The night raids of the R.A,7, intensified with the good
weatrer conditions.h mon-stop offensive over Achen and Cologhe began.The
course of the bomers passed over the oity of Lige and the Germens had soom
installed a Tow of 240 searchlights cooperating with a dozes ¥e.110 might
fighters,betmeen Liége and the Duteh boarder.It wes the last barrage the
allied ships Led to oross before reaching Germany snd fifty besms of light
were often converging om the same bomber,Ths people of Liége,ay home oity,
could see the tracer shells of the defemse of Achen and were anxiously
following the combats,
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Simce a few months alvesdy,patriots had entered ssoret organisations
connected with London.Their main job was to sollest gemersl information about
the German installations.Ineidentally they helped ellied afmem who had bemn
ebliged to bail out with yarachute or were fereed to land.Other groups had
specialized in sabotage of the high temsion posts and cables bringing the
Juice to the batteries of searehlights,

s more planss had been brought down since the begioning of August,the
agents spread all over Belgiun were advised te be e the look out for lost
airaen,They had to teke care of them,persomzaly and to hend them over te their
ehie? of seetor.The latter knew where to contact the special "Ssoape Service",
1esding te U.X. via France,Spain,Portugal or Gibralter,at that time.

s
AUGUST 6th,1941,in Liége.

At zero o'clock,lentral Buropeen tizme,the Germen interceptors took eff
and passed over Liége whilst the searchlights all switched om,The moon wes full
end the beams mere not very efficient.The first Eritish pathfinder crossed the
barrage.Ten minutes later we watched the first combats.A bomber escaped by
releasing her bombs which fell at half a mile distance from my house,The alarm
was given.At 0,45' o'clock,e ship was brought down in flomes,North of Lidge.

4 few mimites later I saw another ome diving in the direction of the harbor,

She was blazing omd exploded in the air.During am hour we heard about a dozen
coabats seeing only the flares and the comes of light working like seissors and
trying to get the ships.At half past two,ome of them passed South of Liége,om her
way Home.An engine did mot work well.Every time she was putting full throttle,
the flazes of exhsust were clearly visible so that the searehlights could easily
oatoh her again when she tried to escare.A German figheer imtercepted her.They -
nmachine gunned on both sides but mo esult was seen.At 3 o'cloek,everything wes
over.

The nmext mcrning I got the following information : nime allied ships had
been brought down in our srea.i Wellington had fallen im flames into the harbor
of Liége.Her wreckage lay partly om the embankment,pertly in the river.The
Geraans allowed the pecple to watch.They were always proud to show that they
meze able to bring doma R,A.F. planes.Thres bodies were still i the water
and they removed them.I heard that ome of the airmen,probsbly belonging to
that ship,hed bailed out and had been resoued in a tres mear Cheratte.Dostor
0Oilles,belonging 2o our crew,had already sent him to safety im a shelter mear
Huy.Two other memvers of the plane were missing.The people had run to resous
en airman coning down with parachute.They welcous him with the words "English "
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He was & German pilot end groaned some umpleasent words.The people
ran avay and kept quiet for the rest of the might.

In tomn,the fires osused by explosive bembs and imcemdiaries had been
stopped.Thirty people had been killed.An agent ceming from Verviers told us
that the Tyre and Rubber plant Emglebert,Achen bramch,had been completely
destroyed.

On fugust 10th,bills were stuck up on the walls in town and a mote was
issued in all the mewspapers of Belgium.It Tead as follows : "The German
Headquarters warn all Belgions that amyone eoavinced to bring aid to enemy
aviators will be seatenced to death.Anybody who Xnows where an airman is
hidden and does not Teport to the Peldgendarmerie,will be semtenced even if
e did not eontact hin.A reward of 5000 Marks will be given to the persen
vhose information will lesd te the capture of an enemy.leme of informer
7ill mot be disclosed.

Two deys later,a lady friend,Mrs Massenm,called at the telephone and
told me that she hed fousd tobacco for me.She asked me to ceme and visit her
in the eveming,what I did.

= You told me onoe,she said,that if I ever heard of allied airmen lost
in this sountry,you eculd perhaps do semething for them.

= Yos,vhemeare they ?

= In & villa (cottage),st ten miles from here.If you agree,I shall
introduce you to a man who oould leed you theve,

- Who is ke ?

= Y¥ay be you kmow Mr.EACHA ?

= I kmow hia from sahool.I'1) go with his,but I de not want to see
other peopletian the airaen.I'll give you my enswer to-morrew.l must first
contact some friends.

August 13th,I saw seversl agents of my group.Dostor Gilles said that
e would look for aceomodation and I had to hend the Airmem fo Mr,Domsux
after having orossed the bridge of the Meuse.The best time was at six o'slosk
.M next day. - Be careful,he added.I do not know what the Germans have eaten,
but they ave patrolling everywhere.You sew the warning im the mewspapers and
on the walls ?

- Yes.I have out it out of the paper.

= Ask them a lot of questions and make sure that they ave Dritish.
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On August 14th,1n the afternoon,I extered the cottage vhere the airmen
vere bidden,acoompenied by Facha.That is how I uade the scquaistasce of
Rey B.langlols,Jack L Newton and Richard A,Copley.

Trom infarnation I colleoted or from what I saw myself,

the Wellington bomber W-5423 "0" o her returs from a missioh over
Achen was hit by anti airoraft gun and began te loose altituds.The pilot,
Tealizing thet the ship would mot be sble %o get home,landed om & large fiela.
It was 2,10 o'olook a.a. 8 August 1941.The plane had landed om a Germsn
airfield in Deurne,outskirts of Antwerp,Belgiua,

The orew,muabering six was composed s follows

Roy B.IANGLODS,Pilot and oaptain of the ship.serial mumber 37936

Jack L.NEWION, nr 742570 Bombardier

Rishard A.COPIEY, nr 748217 Radio.

Mao IAREN  second pilot

H.BURREL navigator

R.PORTEOUS  rear gumner.

Realizing thet they had landed on an enemy airfield,the orew st fixe
to the ship and olinbed the fence surrounding the airstrip.The orew ram avay
ed was split into two parties.One of them was composed of 1ANGLOTS, KEWTON
ond COPLEY. I shall not spoak of the thres others.
Zanglois and his two friends walked in aireles all night in the Beighbourhood
of hutwerp end were sontacted the next morning by a Belglen patriot

2. R. DEUOULIN, living presextly 14 Tue Montebello,Antmerp.
Ee hid the thres airaen in a wheat field and supplied them with food and
elgazoties.Ia the eveninghe onme back and took the British to the fara of

Xz.Alphonse de VOEGT, Fermier, EAPPELLENVELD, Bouchout, ANTWERP
vhsTe they slept ome night.In the morning they were given ofvilien alothes
a2d taken by

Uiss Ven EEOKHOVE,14 rus Montebello,Antwerp to the house of

2. .DUQUEMNE, 146 Avenue de Belgique,Autwerp.vhere they slept might.

The Geraans had been 30 surprised to see the ship take fire on
oixfiald that they did ot think at first that the orew mas safe.Morecsver
they trled to f1ght the fire with their extinguishers.At dawn they knew that
the alvaen were not in the wrackage azd they semt patrols everywhere.It wes
7MOSE_Urgent_toput svece between the Eritish and the Germens and 18CC Digta Arfive
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Miws RATUOND TROCEAY,32 Quai Orben,liége,together with
¥z Duquesne tock our friends to Brussels,where kr Duquenne left,and Nins
Trockay,knowing pecple in Lige,tock agnin the traim and srrived in Iiége
with Langlois,Newton and Copley at the house of the old
Doctor de BIE, rue de la Station, Chénde.Lidgs.
This house was visited by & lot of pecple as Dootor de Bie belenged to the
Red Cross and had an office sending parasls to Prisoners of Wer,Therefor the
three airmen did not like to stey too long im that house fearing that.pecple
would spesk...what they did of aourse.Two days after their arrival thers,
@ big part of the city alresdy knew sbout British airmen being hidden in
Chénse and Chovalier 4,0.PASTEGER,living in "Le Sereail".Embourg.Liége,
thought that it mas high tize to move them before the Germans heard the story.
He visited then and introduced himself.He had been belongisg
o the Royel Flying Corp as Liaison officer of the Belgien Army duriag the
previcus wer and oould speak English.fe learmed that the airmen had just bombed
Aohen.The Tyre and rubber faetory Erglebert was flat.When he told Lenglois
tset this faotory was the Germon branch of the Englevert works of Lisge,and
that ke hed been the manager of the destroyed plant thers was some exoitement.
Togethier with UR Pierre FACHA,5 rue J.3.Meunier,Bruzell
they took the decision to tremsfer the airmen to the houss of Hacha's sister,
irs § ency de RIJCKER,Embourg par Chénée,liége.fenry de
Rijker is Professcr at the University of liége.In this house they stayed thres
days.The tro yousg children wers esking so many questions that it ssemed better
%o move again.lay bo our friends will remember thet they hesrd a spesch of
Huf.the Queen ot the 5.5.C. hile staying there.

TUp to mow,nobody had succseded to contsot a line of evasuation.

Heoka tramsfered the airmen to the cottage of

Yr.FRANQOTS, "Bois-le-Comte" ,Oouzé-Andouront. Mr Frangois
1ives presently st Usines Mélotte,REXICOURT,Belgtun.

48 the Gereans h»d heard something,the Fremgois were amxious
to De discovered and they had invited the Comsul of Italy for the essning.Cf
eourse the latter did not kmow that his hosts mere shelterimg airmen.If the
Gernans had come for a searoh,they would ot have insisted when sesing the
Ttalien Consul.acha had contacted a lot of friends,and smong them

lrs Hemry ASSON,34 Quai Mativa Liége,mno kuew an sgent
comneoted with un Information service.She arranged a meeting between Hacha and

Exile V.WITMSUR,195 rue de Campine.Liége,vho mes a pilot of
the 3elgian Air Force and belonged to the organization 3eaver-Biton,connscted
with U.K. Hoche and Witaeur acrived in Gomzé-Andoutont,{n the afternoon of
14th Auguot 1941,The Frangois,had left their house,and they found the 'ﬁ‘fsccm |
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eirmen at the first story of the house.lenglois and Newton were listening te
the radic and Copley was just having a bath.Heering noise,he came out of the
bath-room and saw Witmeur olinbing the stairs,alome and was rather exoited,
Witaeur asked a lot of questions,names,serial mmbers,kind of mission,losation
of landing Hachn end Witmeur were anxiuous because they had seen a motor-ar
of the Feldgendarmerie on the road,as they were resching the cottage.Thers
wes & kuook at the door.It was not posaible to see wWho it was.Then they heard
the visitor walking in the gravel,round the cottage.After several mimutes,
‘they sow what it was.A men,realizing that there was nobody im the houss,had
gome to the kitchen-garden and stolen vedgetable
The tremsfer to Lisge was settled for the same afternoom,
Witaeur started the first to sce if the way was olear in Liége.Hacha and &
friend Gsorges MARCHAND, Ingénieur & .
the aivmen in the Bus,It was raining heavily.As the people wers staring at
the airaen who kept silent,lacha feared that they would be resogniled and
caze out of the bus before the spot of the rendez-vous.He asked Langlois to
follow the avenue and teke the rifft strest to the left.He could umot miss it...
but there was a misunderstanding and he missed it.When Witmeur arrived he
v Hacha with Newton and Copley.The rain wes pouring down.They had stopped
befors the German firm "Aoier larathon”,exactly where they could mest Germaus.
Hacha seid that Lnglois was lost.Portunately,after having taken the second
strest to the left,langlois came back.The bridge was clesr.Witmeur passed,
follomed by the three friends.Thers mas nobody in sight.As they resched the
other side of the bridge,Witmeur saw the Germen Comsul,who knaw hia.They stered
ot eachother and he did mot even motise the three men following.
The airmen had to follow Witmeur uatil he spoks to a man
maiting on the avemus,along the river.This ome was
Paul DONEUN,30 rue Louis Jammes,Ziige.
Instead of being alons,as it had been settled,hs was spesking
0 another man  Eugbne VANDEWEERDT,rue Albert de Cuyok,Liége,
Witneur did not kuow the latter.He stopped.The airmen stoyped.
43 Domeux and the man seemed to be discussing,Witueur appronched end they seid
- What have you dono.These thvee men ere not Snglish,they
are German,They have taken the papers on the corpses of the three airmen who
Zave been taken out of the water.
- I ea sure they ave Jritish.Thay were forosd to land in

Antrerp,on the airfield of Deurne.
- Where ? on the German airfield?...you fool,way mot in the

They have told you that because tiey Emov that you will not be able to
e nfira their story.I do not take
=74 #haw hmd hasn ahlinad e wait AN mimntas Mafama 1% wme manatrad. [5G Dl AT
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= T can't go backwards and'take then in my house then.

- You'll be taken,said Doneux.

- T on nive that they are trus Britishthough their story is smasing.

Vendewssrdt had left.Doneux asd Witmer enteved the long street where
the latter lived,Domoux said again : 0

- Mat mskes you think that they are Buglish ?

= Because they showed me Dhotos of a motor’ with & British registration
Plate.I 2egognized well the man.Moreover I ean spesk suffiofent English to
motice a forsign aceent.leok at the smalleat/ef the three.Hs is Typioal
Anglo-Saxon, 3 ‘

- Have they got money with thea ? ¢

- TYes.Belgian, Fxach and Duteh.There has'been a doubt at the Vegimsing
because some of their bank notes had been issued here during the wumtgu.
I saw it from the sigunture of the mezager of the National Bemk,but they
told me that the pecple in Antwerp had given them some money and they were
eble to tell the ones they received in Sngland a nd the notes thoy were
given here.So that it ssems all right,

- Look out,Two German officers are standing at the corner of the
strest mear your house ...

- a7 ve they are wattindine street oar 7

= Not on that side .., turn back,

Wemeur and Domeux turned back,followed by the airmen,Vandewssrdt had
alerted other agents of Beaver Bton,

Dootor Georges OILLES,32 rue des Guillemins,liége sud

Pernand CARLISR,48 rue Albert de Cuyek,Liége.They had n meeting in the
©a?é where tuey were maiting.

Witaeur and Doneux turned round,Domeux seid :

- Even if they are Germans,everything is not lost if I ean reach the
B3tel with thom,out we must make sure that mobody folloms us.I shall put them
there till we are suze.leave me nov and mait for news.We shall semd a messege
b7 radio,alter we ave confimmed supplementery deteils.If they are mot 0.%,
we shall kill them,

It mas seven o'olock 7.1, when they sutered the

Hbtel de Provence whose omner was Fugdne DEWCURE,living mow 12 rue Reule
Liége.

The airmen had to tell again their story.They did mot agree on the hour
of the take off in ingland.One said they had left at midnight,another seid
forty minutes later,Finally they remexd

4 that the time of departure bad
been fixed at 0 o'clock but that there was something wrong with the resx turret
a%4 $haw had haam aRlinad ta wait AN mims,

Mafara 1+ waa vanadrad.  (BCC DigialAchve
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e who? Nt porvuikbd

They zefused to give the nams of the airfield,but gave thres mam

tdromes,and also the mumbedof their squadron.It was necessaxy beceuse of

the cireunstances.d message was sent by redio during the might,and it was

snswered favourably.They were not Germen.

Carlier and Bdgard DEPAU,47 Avemue de 1'Observatoire,liége,
had found shelters for them.On 15th August,Defau caze to the Hotel de Provence
with a.friend of his,

¥x.Rond DEFAETS,B2 rue du Cog,Lidgs, end took Newton to
the hous> of Debasts.

¥z, Jean AUFKENS,6a,Place Saint Paul,liége,took Lenglois
and ¥r.Arnand LOVENPOSSE,252 rue du Laveu,Liée,sheltered
Copley. ¢

They rezained in these houses till the 8th of September.

lisy be Langlois will remember that while he was staying

at r Hufxens',the latter was obliged to receive a member of tue German

Tuftwars pent pax »

e e Y I XL LT T
Turing tiat tize,the chief of the erganization Zeaver Béton
kr,Micolas NOMAIT,4 Quai des Péoheurs,liége,visited our

friends and oontacted the "Ssonpe Servica”.It was mecessary to wait as
2 lot of airmen had been rescued during the month snd it was mot possible
o pass them 1l at the saze tims.
However,ir donazi tock further steps and it was erranged
to transfer the airsen to Srussels where they would weit their false pepers.
0n the 6t of Septesbor,lafau ervived with Copley st the house of Gufkens,
Yewton came elso cad ir.lonami took the three aimman to the square before
the Post-Ofrice,whore
1. Louis RADSUECKSR,Commissery of Police ,rue Auguste
Domnay 49,Lidge, took cars of them,
¥roa hero om,...vint happensd ? It is mot elear.
Lr.Radenecksr nust hnve avoompenied the airmen to the
station of Ams where a maz or a waman ( I oould not find) took them in
1s.Thoy rassed the night at the house of a lieutemsnt
of the Belglon Army and his sister. Who are they and where do thoy live,I
do not know.Taey staysd there the 8,9,10 and 11tk September.Newton must Yes
olresdy have been separated from Langlois aud Copley,who Temnined together.
Newtoa must huve met aftarwerds a young giri about tmenty yaurs old,rather

gsemall whose i3 perhaps Jaoqueline de Jongke. He arrived ia Framce
safoly,sessed in Sioia,Lissston and arvived in U.K. in 1942, forsy Doy¥l !

Lazglois azd Coploy mere visited in their shelter,

botmeen the Bta and the 1ith,by
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Beron Jaoques DONY,18 rus Jaoques de Lalaing,Bruselles.
e oould not cffer acoomodation in his owa house as he
Iived 8¢ his mother's,but he bad & lot of friends snd treafered Lunglois sud
Gorley %o the house ofiir or ¥rs X ? (I do mot know the zane).They slept the
BEE of 124h September.Soron Dyny came again and took eur tre airmen in the
house of — el i phaii.
¥r,Jean 66 rue Sruxelles.They comect”
Tomained there 111 the 224 of Ootober 1941.The German Qeheime Feld Folisei,
zaided the house o 2ad Ootober and took Langlois,Copley aad their host Jess
Me5 vertantiors,azter & poventt 1a m sewers rumning from the house.It tock them
Seven hours %o got hold of them,Trausferred to the prison of Seint Gilles,
No: Langlots and Copley remsined abeut a fortalgnt before being sent to Germany.
Zenglols had been taken with seoret papers eontsining {nforaaticn whieh had
flow?’ been given to him by Hufkens and hiden im a ceke.The Uermans must have found
them,but ot tant tize,and during ssveral months,uobody in the Organization
Beaver-Béton,kaen what Led happensd to the siraen,Veadenhove,who was probably
cely on indieator of Baron Dony,uever spoks.He must have beea specially
Souragecus, because though tersibly beaten,the Gersans mever succesded to get
soanthisg from hia.last tiné ke was seen by two fellow prisounsrs,he had beon
tronsferred to Gernany and tortured in such a way that his fellows had been
Vfes: obliged to carry hinie dled two days later.
Considering the 1ist of mees,the ohain is mearly complets.
Now I should like to kuow if the mames of a iiss Tellier and a Hiss Vendijx
jnave saaething to do with this ohain.Could Lenglois or Copley remamber somathing
about them,their age,their addvess?
Tow this is what hupyened to tlie members of Jesver Biton.
7 §Al}, SX06JL ome,wsme searchad by the Germans.The owner of the Hdtel de
>

Tugbne Demsure esccped.Witmeur was arrested the
Sucoeeded o g0 to UK. in Spring 1942,but was teken sgain when landing with
gexechute in Juie 1942.Doctor Oilles,Comnissaire Aademecker and Baron Domy
Tere sentenced to death and shot,Vendewserdt was killed.Domeuz,cbliged to
Blde hinself was found dying alone in an mbesdoned house at the liveration
of Drussels and dled.Carlier azd Debasts died from starvation in the
eoncentretion cazps of Gevmany.Defsu,Hufkens,Yonnui and Lovenfosse remained
abOUt two years in Dachau ox Oranjemburg,and came beck i a bad shaye,
There is still a doubt sbout Debasts whose death is mot official,

48 o the thres other mesbers of the crew of the Wellington,
llac Taren,d.Burre] sud Portecus, they had taken the direction of Autmerp and
\}‘ were sheltered during a period of several meeks,by

3
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3
¢
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Mue de BEUCKEIAER,21 rus Geullincks,Antwarp.

They were visited thers several times by

1t.Commondex W,ORISAR,Royal Navy, H.X.S. "Royal Athelstan
13 rue du Prince Antwery.

At the end of August 1941, was informed that three sirsen
belonging to uu. erew of w-nugtou W 5423-"0" mh\l %0 govback hone.The
information onme via Pasteger-fiacha.l guve the MShes ‘5A Zang1tte MWhon snd
mh}\n}\s&mz in erdex 10 got the 0.K,,tha others had to give the
same nanes.They mever succeedsd to rench Snglead,but I kuow Bothing move
about the story.

When Lt.Cozmander Orisor arrived in England i 1942,he
meat to the Air Ministry and gave a report of what he knew about the lending
of the Wellington on the Gerzen airfield,snd helped tius to eonfirm the
zeport of Newton who bad been alcme lusky to get back safely.

I realize thet my style is smoky andexcuse me to have leem so

long.
2 ) s ==

Srile V,WITMEUR

Tue de Cazpiza.lidge.

16CC Digtal Avchive




	EWitmeurEVLangloisRB451207-0001
	EWitmeurEVLangloisRB451207-0002
	EWitmeurEVLangloisRB451207-0003
	EWitmeurEVLangloisRB451207-0004
	EWitmeurEVLangloisRB451207-0005
	EWitmeurEVLangloisRB451207-0006
	EWitmeurEVLangloisRB451207-0007
	EWitmeurEVLangloisRB451207-0008
	EWitmeurEVLangloisRB451207-0009
	EWitmeurEVLangloisRB451207-0010
	EWitmeurEVLangloisRB451207-0011

