MY TIME IN o ROYALA!R FORCE

In .v..ly 1939 1 iished my studis at Wisons Grammmar S ot Lo sk G bt summer hoiidays. By
declared war on Germany as the Nazis had invaded Poland.

Sother sudics i Isecured job in our local Ministry of Food office in
Kent as food rationing in the UK was being introducer

1940 saw the beginning of the bombing of ourcifes and by July o that year the Battle of Britain had commenced with daily

dogfights bombers. fighter pilots had done immense damage to the German

aicfurco il v uny a0 UK voaw smrdurd by e N

Twas 17 years of age and daily watched those German bombers appear. T ventually decided  had to do sometng o protect ur

land and our way of life. fighter boys daily I though dea to join them. The idea that I may be

able to learn to fly really prompted me Into action.

SoLapplied o join the RAF and eventually had an Aircrew Selection Board at the Air Ministry in London. 1 was thilled at being

acceptd and was prompdy puton Deferred Service s the various were full

very frusiraiin

Ttwasa

ing
i T was Ty caied for service wnd proceeded i "
iving Centre at 1. Johns Wood, London where one met other voluntcers and was kifted oat with » uniform, had a medical et
and p 2 shilling a day.
camp under canvas in Ludow, Shropshire,

days to getus it for service and it was cruel a the weather was cold and miserable but we all had to agree it wo flt mch fterat
the end of our stay in this camp.

So with some 50 other aircraftmen I proceeded to No. 7 Initual Training Wing installed in Penolver hotel in Newquay, Cornwall.
‘The hotel had been taken over by the anrry of Defence for the duration of the war. During our stay here we had daily lectures on
the theory of flight, learnt the morse code, ill i many
runs round Newquay to keep fit.

With vur fime in Newquay st an end in March 1943 we were posied fo No. 6 Flyi g Schoo ué Sywell in N i

‘This was the moment we had all been waiting for, our very firs

After 8 hours of flying with an instruetor earrying out many take offs and landings, turns, spinning, acrobatics, etc., I went solo in a

Tiger Moth. The weather ws por and bitery cold i the npc-«w_kpﬂm'llunmuﬁbm!hm of being on my own actually

piloting a Tiger Moth ilots and the rest of us were

sent to the Aircrew Disposal Centre at (Heaton Parks atsion: - Wowest desfeiblos irbiay sl or Anicrion W

exciled us immensly us none of us fud been vu of te UK before. So in June 1943 we uif iravelid iv Gourvek um ihie wesd coust of

Scotland to beard the Queen Mary crui iner bound for New Yorkc

‘The ship, which was about had g the war.
by Polish army dian t

Besides us on board
ing of the

there

Atlantic was a ising as the shi to avoid the patrolling
German submarines. We were struck by a storm midway across the ocean and we got thrown around a lot with the ship creaking
snd gromning from end do end in the lighseus. The siorm wis so sirong i caused us & iy if would dmnge such u big
vessel. The ship had one Bofors

sce the shells bursti izon. We practice. It ook 3 days to reach New York

o the Pollsh ‘quards threw them overboard onc night in retalation for th the terrible bombing of Warsaw:

Huvi b e Queen Mary we ied fv the Grand Central ruilway shation in New York. i buard u iruia
for Canada. After several hours having clapsed we arrived in Moneton in New Brunswick. From here we were put on a train to
take us to the state of We were looked i i

ring this
black car attendant preparing our meals and generally taking care of our needs. We enjoyed the t-bone steaks and other fabulous
food which was of course was unobiainabi in UK with food ationing inplac since 1940, We made many siops doring our journey
oNa 33 Elesentary Fying The strange thi

peopl i i goudics v us v

windows. A‘.

Our arrival at Caron was m same with lots of Canadians to greet us. How they all got the news that some RAF aircrew were on
their way was a 3

we were greeted by the Commmdmg ofﬁm, Squadron Leader Bradley and given a pep talk. We quickly e into our

‘were cagerly flight in the Cornell aircraft al lined up on the tarmac in the blazing sunshine.

M . carly in my training taught me not to

Kill myself. As faras I can d ‘The flying was i and night the
for such training ‘more ground lectures too. Having had a final flying test with

the Chief Flying Instructor S/L Bndley o n.my 10 move on to No. 41 Service Flying Training School situated at Weyburn, not far
from Caron and sfillin the state of Saskatchewan.

We now i i bigger and heavier ucroplune, the Harvard. We iusd uif entered u pliuse of wdvinced iying tiai wis
going to determine who was suitable for fighter aircraft or heavy bombers. My flying instructor was Flying Officer Ney, 2 happy and
jovial Canadian who inspired confidence and taught me lot.  The Harvard was & heavy all-metal acroplane with  refractable

I flying manoeuvres fight
flying anc tion exercises. compl i

e The v b ‘trange names like Medecine Hat, Assinibols, Swift Carrent and Moosormin. _Our fre fime was spent in
i focad fown of Movsejuw und vecusiomally in Regin.

:t-.m eventually with heavy fall of snow. _The last flights
1

‘were made and we now wated jori in December 1943 bled in a hangar
for our “wings” parade as it was snowing at the time.
It was a proud RAF by the Canadian Air Officer C
A comple when it ed that T Kings C mmkwumwpmunmx.
Th i ppearcd in i ement to the London Gusei . Miay 1944, T wan really very huppy at my

i had left home RA

. now officer. 1 promptly visited the
tailors in Weyburn in order to get measured up for a new uniform which was delivered a week later.

1 O il



-d Winnipeg for Christmas with ‘mine. During by an elderly couple who very kindl
invited us for a dinner that evening. Typical Canadi i y way. !ﬁdly it thi

it homesich by o,

944 o ed by
Nova Seotle, Soamaferareivalwe buarded the ship New Amsterdac,» salerand shower vestl oo Qm Mary. In view of
the Atlantic i U boat
s days oy ¢ for UK i nd all of us Just wanted o gef and with so
many stories to tell.
Duching in Gourock Iurbour unce wgia ufi  fe crovsiag of i At i was w moment for rficion in it we i it

d i foud st Caron and Weyburn and in the

dly

local restaurants knowing that we now had to face food But it was
our families and friend:

‘We quickly boarded a rain bound for P.R.C Harrogate where my posting to Filey in Yorkshire was confirmed. 1 was to take part in

& Officers Battle Course leaving bchlnﬂ all my friends originally made is |n C-n.ldx. After a week of instruction on various

sk i g T was pusied fo No. 18(P) Advanced Fiying U
at Snitterficld i was designed to instrument flylng for bad weather operations
The twin engined Oxford u.pmmmr y Api bya
check pilot for safety. T received my i

Twas moved to No. 11 Operational Training unit at Westcottin
Buckingham mAugm Serioas stfl now as 1 mas fo be cheeked ot on the Wellington aircraft, a twin engined bomber. It was
here dhu 1 fued my new crew members join me. Guihered in u lecture rovum the varivus crew members were (old fo chose iheir
fusare skdpper. Haveno 1dea why they choso mo but we quckly formed a close band, So e of
aimer, ts. As faras T Twas never going to
pull rank on my erew as e ek e damaged the devdoplng richpoel o s drmtacrbybog bR e
safely g operations. i ropped 30 Ibs practice bombs, crew training

and ny.m affiliation manocuvres our next posting was to No.1668 Heavy Conversion v Botnford I Nttnghocs. New i
true in ¥ was going o fy « Luncaster 4 engs |m e s old e
ane mod ur crem, » Sorgaint Fhghi Eagincse st malog 4610, were a happy
bunch o fllows and uwm seemed to b, ]oklng ‘about something but aware that our next move was gnllm oo oo g
out oty familiarise myself with the Lancaster. 1t was pure music o hear
e 4 Rl Royee Merlincngincs st prrplooal i Jgumry-iany ‘coming from the exhausts. Having spent some 3
ek af Bottesfod we rceived ishrctons (. join No 14 Squndron at Walerbesch fut outide Cambride. This wes Na-3
Group Bomber C. d Gerritury, the wirfieid luvis 1943, No time wi wasiedsin getling us un our very
first Operation, a daylight raid on a ofl refinery and c toad was 16 x 500 tbs general
purpose bombs and » 4000bs cuckle, There mere some 800 ool taking part and the trip was uneventful apart some heavy flak
at the target. The war w
Tids mainlyon German ol installtons, and u.mnuul-r raid by 1000 bombers on the Hellgohnd German U-boat pens. What a
sight that was with lancaster bombers everywhere one looked. We had o keep pos
viber uircrufi,
Tn Aprit 1945 our L it the Toltand to allow some food
drops for the starving Dutch people. The i dupnnk- 2 e ctlensof Holland s reduced fo i tulip bulbs, leaves
off trees, flowers and scraps in garbage. tion was a daily occurrence. The Germans agreed to the food drop
providing we went unarmed o al guns in the Lancasters turrets were removed. _The ot bays were filled with panniers
food e North Se tlow evlfo Retirdas Arriving over

il v ey oy ere o the roofiops s vt of the sy 0
casily but they e sonlnad e s Wonastund ﬁuchy 2t ot 500 fee looking for the main square o drop our
foo 10300 fct with my One could sce the 1000°s of Dutch people in the square
waving and smiling. runs we head back across d home. Tt was & moving sight and one that I

shallrver forge. 1 just bope w were abe o sa soue Lves during hos ferebl s, Nt day we repeated the Operation by
‘going to The Hague. ~ A similar greeting by the Dutch people was a sight to bel

rmider of & Garmuans i Alld farces aud s our Sqludmn was reduced o carrying o gmeal g (s

in pr Now lots opting As jobs in
ftying in the civil world were minimal I decided ostay o in i RAT fob o urher 15 monthe during which time 1 was promoted o the
rank of Flight Licutenant and another pay rise. Our crew were then moved to No. 207 Squadron at Spilsby in Lincolnshire and

‘Squadron moved to Methwold in Norfolk. 1t was during this peroid that we carried out several flights to Naples and Bari

i Tiady. The purpose of encl fight wus (o pick up 20 wriry personne wad bring thew buck @ UK. TF seu irmsport lond been used it
would have taken so much longer and the army still on the continent were getting somewhat frustrated at not returning home.
Eventually my erew were discharged from the RAF and they all returned to their civilian jobs.

May 7th. 1945 saw the

A surprise phone call in May 1946 from Group Captain Simpson at RAF Marham invited me to join the Development Wing at the
Central Bomber Establishment in Norfollc. My duties where to carry out flights with some boffins who were experimenting with
seeret quipment. They oceupicd the mevigators desk in the sirerufl whics was blnked off by u bk curfuio. 1 ouly ud w
flight engineer to accompany me and the flights were mainly local in the Norfolk area.  Upon landing this equipment was removed
by the hoffing and taken fo a issan hut on the airfleld which was ou ofbounds toall. Secret stufl.

My time spent at Marham was a very pleasant and ineresting one in that 1 was able to fly not only the Lancasters but the bigger
Version the Lincoln,as el as o Anson and Auster,

(o RAF carme b g e m Al 1547 od oy Ghoughis were furmed (o civilinn fife once ugain.

swn- "t the London County Councll and Chistchurst & Sidcap Urban District Counci et e totally bored. 1 had done some study

‘whilst still i the Service and had obtained my Commercial Pilots licence. Jobs in the UK were still minimal and my family did not

‘want me to move overscas where flying jobs were available.

In order to keep my hand in at flying I joined No. 24 Reserve Kentas a

ly the old Tiger Moth once again at wee

Bores e bl prpecs Gunt ex- RAF pilois were wunked for u specind 3 month course o {rain on fighter u
War had started and RAT fighter pilots miay be needed for operations to back up the Americans. nem, aexe I\un

lmmherpllnl 1 thought I but was quickly d was recalled June 1951 being posted to
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Ne. LTiing Mldeailue Schoolaf Oakingln in Cammbeidgn 1t was et retest ey g alls an Sacvica shoerat gl a0 so |
found myself on Harvard aircrat for some 3 weeks. The posting of our course moved us fo No. 102 RFS at North Luffenham

. Lined up on i inrunns were Sifres M 22 i Vipies Vi . No dud idruction was wvailabe s il siveral o

e 5 Tiwas
fora lmlg fime hoped one dly Teould iy -Spl!ﬁre, the best fighterin WW2 and a ast it was Tappening mv.mplu dlowed me
to have my Jet flying 26 30-40,000 feet. As it turned out we were not required
opertions in Korea but this 3 month course had decided one thing, The flying game had bitten me once again so I resigned my
civilan Job and joined once again the RFS at Rochester but this time as a staff plot employed by Short Bros. & Harland. T was
involved in Mying the weekend reservists on sy gt e crufl, Oer wircs ilublc fo e was vur iwin
cngined Rapide, a Chipuunk and the old Tiger Moth. Iappy days once again but unfortunately it was shortlived because in March
1953 the Government losd al the Reserve Fiing Schools.

‘The RAF invited me back for a 2 year short in April which T 50 found myself i
and travelling to No.3 Advanced Navigation School at Bishops Court in County Down Northern iy "My duties there were to fly
the Anson aircraft which was fitted out like a class room with desks for the navigators under training. It was in February 1954 that [
o picd o} Lm...rzm in Yorlalire s Iunn o he Conken Gompery Sl | was e wpin yin s “heevicn”, (e Luccasi
and Linc ining gunners on the 20mm cannon guns o  firing range in the North Sea.

With my 2 year short service commision at an end in April 1955 and having bid my many colleagues farewell 1 departed from the
RAF for good and secured my first job in the civil airlines. The next 25 years enabled me to see the world but that is another story.

Hope ihis gives you il some ides of ry viried life i te Royat Air Force.  Jim, February 2013.
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