‘TEDDY'S CAREERIN THE RAFVR 9™ SEPTEMBER 1939- 11™ OCTOBER 1941.

War was declared on 3" September 1939, he
vnl\mleered inthe RAF . He went to the RAF Depot on Saturday 9™ and passed his medical on the
11", Grade 1.

He then tells us he was posted to No3 RAF Depot in Padgate, Lancashire on 12 September where
fitfor flying. After test, he was

he was given a further

3 [
drillfollowed and full equipment issued and on 3" November, left Padgate for Evanton in Scotland
On the 6" of November, he was posted to a small detachment at Tain Ranges * doing all

onthe 4"
but several “This was the 8" MURRICH

MHOR, Tain in Rosshire.

On the 29" November 1939, he was posted to the 4™ TW (nitial Training wma )of the RAF in
was based at Bexhi , where
T, M
with 98%. He noted that he was home on leave February 23'"- March 3" 1940.

Sadly, able tofillin more gaps.

which we'll g0 into detal, later.
" Odiham in Hampshire. 51 Group
Training School based at Moorfield House, Alma Road, Leeds . He was then moved to No 1 Receiving
Wings at Babbacombe, Devon in July 1940 and from there, sent in September 1940 o No S Bombing
and Gunnery School . From there, he was sent to No 40 AACU- ( Anti-Alrcraft Co-operation Unit)
and spent the winter there before being moved to No 6 AACU IN January 1941.In Aprilof that same
Year,he was st t Bassnghourn nCambridgesire s patof the 11OTU Operaina Triing
Unit). dlan James Douglas mate
Teddy's family. Thi crewed
, Teddy, along with James b
manbensof 12. Squanmn, Group 1; Bomber Command based at Binbrook, Lincolnshire from 13"
July 1981,

After

No 3 Depot- Padgate, Lancashire,- from 12/ 09/1939.

(Teddy was listed as AC2- Aircraftman 2" class- and suitable for Air/ Observer School.)

41TU- Evanton, Scotland- from 3/11/ 1939.
‘Tain Ranges, Scotland- from 06/11/1939.

4 ITW- Bexhill on Sea, Sussex from 29/11/1939.

Teddy




51Group Pool from 24/07/1940.
No 1 RW from 12/08/1940.

51Group Pool from 15/09/1940.

No 5 Bombing and Gunnery School from 15/09/1940.

110 AACWa ( Anti Aircraft Crew ) 25/01/1941.

40 AACWa 26/01/1941.

6 AACU (Anti Aircraft Co-operation Unit ) based at Ringway, Manchester from 15/04/1941.
110TU (Operational Training Unit ) based at Bassingbourne, Cambridgeshire arrived

12 Squadron at Binbrook arrived 13/07/1941.

Killed in Wellington 128397 on the Norfolk Coast near California Gap on 11/10/1941.

LIFE AT ITW- (INITIAL TRAINING WING)

her 12 weeks
hy themati LDAO- Law, Discipline,
Administration and Organisation in the Air Force. This solid, theoretical, grounding was essential.
o , the young , Parade drill,

Would be pilots pl n
Navigators tended to be than the pilots. reading, bomb-aiming
and

AIR OBSERVER SCHOOL.

After TW, di

) an
‘armaments, guns, turrets, astro and practical navigation, Morse code, aerial photography,

navigation. In the trainees got their first taste of
navigation through dead reckoning.
Navigat Id o using
graphs and direction finding radios.

According to Wing Commander C.G.Jefford, the sylabus forthe 16 week Alr/ Observer/ Navigator
School in April 1940 ( Teddy was there in early July) involved;

MATHEMATICS- 30 HRS TRAINING

ADMINISTRATION-16HRS




FORM OF THE EARTH-20 HRS
DR LECTURES- 60 HRS

DR PLOTTING EXERCISES-40 HRS

MAPS AND CHARTS-25 HRS

MAGNETISM AND COMPASSES-28 HRS
INSTRUMENTS-20 HRS

METEOROLOGY-40 HRS

OfF W/T-16 HRS.

PHOTOGRAPHY-20 HRS.

AIR RECONAISSANCE-16 HRS.

SIGNALS-30 HRS

HYGIENE AND SANITATION-2HRS

FLYING- 67 HRS

FLIGHT PLANNING AND EXERCISE ANALYSIS-30 HRS
EXAMINATIONS-20 HRS

TOTALLING 480 HRS OF TRAINING.

BOMBING AND GUNNERY SCHOOL.

J,
bombs, firing.
nges and fir rainer which as you pressed a
button, i your bomb
was going.

the , dropping 251b smoke
bombs over practice targets, usually flying in Ansons, Whitleys o Fairey Battles. Ansons were small,
with a pilot and four trainees, but were fairly old fashioned and had a fixed undercarriage. A

navigator gave the wind speed wi
fiying from a height, so at 1000t up, you'd hope to be within 50-100yds of your target. Some targets
i the while, the

‘Trainees had to practise Morse until they could transmit 12 words per minute. Wireless
1" Q codes. 3 letter words with “Q” were used to transmit radio
QBZ was short for, “ report




your:
immediately. All codes had to be memorized.

By

18wordsa
minute.

Weapon training , handiing Lewis;
Bristol Blenheims
and Boulton fring

y and were taught
introduced to

(
electrical, hydraulic and pneumatic turrets,

Pilots, navigat , Public and
Grammar Schools. "
preconceptions became redundant as each man s to rely on his friend's ability to do his job well
to guarantee his own and his crew’s survival

OTUs - OPERATIONAL TRAINING UNITS,

Once initial leted, recrui -
first time. with or deemed the bestat
his job n his hands. Crews toge , Sterlings and
Wellingtons. y kel raids” site and droy
propanda leaflets. Teamwork was pivotal as you had to trust ool

‘The poor rear gunner sat at the back of the plane by himself so every ten minutes or so, the
pilot would use the intercom to check he was ok.

‘each other. Sometimes, the crew didn't gel so they were able to changg

prepared
for operational lying. dinghy drills,aircraft.

Iving, dummy
At Heavy Conversion Units, crew progressed to heavy bombers such as the Halifaxes and

v Comp d on landings, runway, cross-
‘wind landings and night flying.

HCUs had a 2™ gunner on board and ensured
longer h as to Berlin,
‘were high. ‘emergencies.
i | at st Athan. They




undercarriage, flaps, inter-com and
Naturally, preparing for
example how to climb into an pturned dinghy in fullflying gear.

Another

and airport,
airmen pretending to hunt them down.

Sometimes, their Occasionally, P
into an oxygen chamber and be given a pen and paper to write on. Gradually, the level of oxygen
realised what effects the lack of

‘oxygen had on their ability to write coherently.

An ulator Force effects.
Sadly there were many casualties - some 5,327 which was about 10% of all Bomber Command
losses. A further 3,113 were injured.

ng units, usually in
, East of the to the West, were
had the Scotland. Flashing beacons were
e 2 This was
see them led

used toleak oil over
ht y too. Veteran
Bomber —crew, Fred Stearn, e high
greater than they realised. Cr carefree an
the Squadron.

BOMBING OBJECTIVE IN 1941.

¥e
to turn back. To

bsequently, S Richard Pierse
was within range and at the time,
been in the Ruhr.

By March, Sir

ying ies, from German Binbrook
that summer of 1941, Bor i

of Kiel, Hamburg, Bremen and




well as i d Ausbr
imilarly, Bremen, it and SEN:
d Focke-Wolf i gets. Later in

July,

ologne, Dusseldorf
and Duisberg and if the weather was poor, Hamburg, Frankfurt and Stuttgart,

THE WELLINGTON BOMBER.

During 1941,
disposal. Designed by Sir Barnes Wallace, it had a unique geodetic framework covered by canvas,
making it strong and lightweight. Descri gl itwasa
, cited as. 15,000ft ata
maximum speed of 245mph with a bomb load of 4,500lbs.

Veteran fiyer Robin Murray smell of the dop & that hit you
when a itvery
an

He called it said it was very forgiving.
Another veteran, Roy Finch, who was a 2'¢ ing! Y much,

Lancaster, dding, * we knew
iikened it to

alot of old tin cans rattling!

THE WELLINGTON BOMBER CREW.

The Wellington was designed to be flown with a crew of six; a Pilot/ 2" Pilot/ Observer-
Navigator/ Wireless Operator and a Front and Rear Gunner who had to work as a team.

The Captain and 2" Pilot flew the plane.

The Observer navigates and drops bombs,
The Wireless Operator helps the navigator and
The Gunners do the fighting.

Apiloton he
often had to fly for up to 12 h their lying
ability as much as their were 1 more
methodical and resp: their r much longer than Fighter

Key man in a Wellington crew was the Navigator as his role was threefold;- to give the pilot
to %




Todo this,

, and map readings
his

However, hi

£00d. An experienced Navigator, like Teddy, would have made judicial use of all three. Not that his
‘working environment was conducive to achieving accurate calculations ; a cramped space, in bulky
clothes whilst wearing an oxygen mask!

er e bomb fr plane. Air brake but the
bomb moves forward as well as downwards in a curved path soif a bomber flies at 10,000ft at a
speed of 200mph, a 5001b more than 1 the point it's
released. And 50 a Navigator will use a bomb sight on which he's set the height, air speed, size of

cope with
currents, fog and even the pc

the aircraft to be
on board. can form when going

freeze. "

A back and a pilot would

tank making a

, it depended which one was damaged.
this meant the r too quickly
lower the landing gear Although

the hydraulics could be worked manually, the time it took to do was not often a luxury the crew had.

‘combat. By late 1941,
Halifi

‘TEDDY'S LIFE AT BINBROOK, LINCOLNSHIRE, SUMMER 1941,

Binbrook was one of the later airfields to be built in the Lincolnshire Wolds, an area that
ty. Opened in 1940, Binbrook
Initially didn't have a concrete runway and was home to 12 Squadron before they moved to

aircraft in December

in the mud|




- Luckily, the locals

Granby or

possibl

/d undertaken
d felt they had a nesdto
. The RAF, which

beenan

P y
Pilot Officers

them

Y Iy flew together fept,
datel

forged between the men and losses were felt hard.

Crews may be on Operational sorties every three days. A Tour of Duty was 30 Ops. By the
end of 1940, this was considered to be 200 hrs of lying time. Following a 6 month break, a second
tour was expected buta ptional. Bomber Harris amended a tour to be 3

of twenty. v e lete a tour because of
poor weather conditions.

ithough offat 8pm, nton
1

lothes and a 2

bacon and eggs,
d tape was used to

and

curtains. As the C filled in the detail
and explain Air

Control may visit °
There was a hierarchy in targets. mnch arges were” easy". The Ruhr was a “hellhole” as it

and awash with B¢ the time after
than

h todo final checks most likely a swift
cigarette prior to take offl

Onceall their aircraft,
Sometimes, ious ritual before

takeoff. A common 6! Elsewh

scarves or carried religious medals, crucifixes, rosaries or mascots and treasured possessions given

to them by family or sweethearts.




was to turn back, but f the

weight, bombs and even parachutes!

‘Those like Teddy partin the

o havinga
the Wellington was rather too prone to suffer engine failure as it was pushed to the maximum in
 particularly from the theirlives,

needlessly.

Teddy's dear friend and coll t James Douglas Teddyon
what was to be Teddy’s final mission, also suffered great injury. He was piloting Wellington Il 5585,
on a mission to Hannover when it took off at 6.15pm from RAF Binbrook on 26™ January 1942 but

part of his ‘damaging 4 other aircraft
and killing all gt H G Schol

inNos
SFTS in Ontario. , 500as an in rand for his outstandi
level of fiying, intelligence, judgement and devotion to duty. This was a man, who, not long before
had said he admired Teddy's stark heroism and devotion to duty and called him one of the most
brilliant Observers in the Squadron. High praise, indeed.
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