EuSEMCE  OF  ColLiSion

HALIFAX 111 NP934
AIR27/493 No. 51 SQUADRON ORBs January-December 1944
Halifax 111 NP934MH-V (F/O D N Twilley) took off.from Snaith at 02.58 to
attack. the primary target. Nothin i

g has. been heard of this aircraft since
the time of taking off and it is reporteed missing.

F/0 B M Tuilley Reported missing trom operati
rmation received from 2nd TAF. via H.Q.B.C.
thaatrec yihcren BT e Gt o iata B
position 0.5099 South of Charlerot (sic). Two persons
identified (F/O Twilley. and E/0 Cassini). The orew of
eight killed.

ONCLUSION from the above informati

GROUP
Halifax 111 Lve18 F (F/L G W Body) 10 Squadron

This aircraft was not heard of since teking off. Is this the airor
lost in the battle area by unknown caus

Halifax 111[NP934]MH-V (F/O B M Twilley) 51 Squadron

This aircraft found in woods South of Charlerot (sic). This is
therefore one of the aircraft lost in Belgium by unknown cause.

Halifax 111 NR248 is not recorded in 51 Squadron’s ORBs
Halifax 111 NA294 MH-A (W/O W A Bates) 51 Squadron

This aircraft was seen to dive at full throttle and blow up in mid
air at position E8923 (east of Koblenz - what was it doing this fs
east?). Is this the aircraft outstanding?

Halifax 111 NR239 J (F/O W L Lynd) 158 Squadron

This aircraft made a crash landing near Brussels. This is therefor
the unknown Halifax from 158 Squadron and the other aircraft lost

Belgium by unknown cause.
One therefore needs to try and find out more information on the followi
aircraft:

Halifax 111 LVB18-F and Halifax 111 NA294 MH-A.

Are these the aircraft that are recorded as outstanding and lost in the
battle area?

Is the aircraft from 578 Squadron that crashed AOT the same as that
wrecked in a taxying accident?

What has happened to the aircraft outstanding?

tecc Do




HALIFAX 11 NR118 U

_AIR27/1865 No. 434 Squadron ORBs with Appendices June 1943-June 1945
on return all aircraft were diverted due to weather conditions at
base (Croft). ALl aircratt returned safely to base later on in the

he exception of aircraft "U" NRL18 with pilot Can.
'3l Parrote vho became airborne at 0Z:50Krs and has Sin
not been heard from.
Halifax "U" NR118 (F/L Parrott) took off from Croft at 02.50 sinc
then nothing has been heard from it.

AIR28/176

Stations: Croft ORBs August 1943-June 1945
"X" of 434 Squadron claim one ME 109 shot down and destroyed.

¥e reqret to raport the follouing aircraft missing "U" of 434

Squa
ATR14/3470 Bomber Command Aircraft Losses K Reports No. 6 Group Nos
December 1944-March 1945
Report No. 6G/h Report on Aircrew landing on allied occupied

Territory
Squadron Station: Croft
Aircraft: Halifax 111 (sic)

This report is based on the story of the sole survivor (P/O Herber
Browne [RCAF] No. J90827) of the crash who is still very shaken anc
nervous as a result of his experience. His recolloction of events,
times and places is not very clear and there may be so
inaccuracies.
Shortly after having set course and while flying down England at 8(
feet the pilot (F/Lt J Parrott) remarked that he wasn’t feeling we:
Iut was well enough to Carry on. The aircraft climbed over the
channel to the briefed hight of 17,000 feet. The crew kept asking
pilot if he was alright. He claimed he was but the crew noticed thc
aircraft was weaving as though he was unable to hold it steady. Th
air bomber (F/S A Kurtzhals) left his position and set beside the
pilot so he could help him if necessary.
The aircraft was still weaving but they carried on and according &«
the Navigator (F/O S Pearce) were only three minutes late
Weather vas clear, visibility good, no ground defences and no enem
fighters were seen
The Wireless Operator (P/0 H Browne) vent off the intercon, in ordc
to listern in on the Group Brosdcest (6.30hrs [by this time they
should have been over Duisburg]). Suddenly the Navigator jumped to
ie feet and folded his seat back, the wireless operator immediate:
holnot and reached £or his parachute, and at aluost ti
he aircraft noised straight up and then fell over on on¢
wing. Browne does not know why Pearce left his seat or why the
aircraft nosed vertically up. Browne remembers no more from this

i in Belgium he was take
¥aRtn to Cidclose] wHith was = long GEIve E00R tneromag1 cowa:
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FINDINGS FROM LOST ATRCRAFT ON THE DUISBURG TARGET ON 17/18 DECEMBER 1

AIR14/2791 BOMBER COMMAND and AIRCRAFT LOSSES K REPORTS
T MISSING AIRCRAFT RERISTER 1943-1945

Records 4 missing aircraft from 4 Group
5 missing aircraft from 6 Gtoup

Namely

4 GROUP 6 GROUP

Sqn. Halifax 111 Lvsls 424 sqn.
Sqn. Halifax 111 NP934 426 Sqn. Halifax V11 LW209

Sqn. Halifax 111 NR248 432 V11 NP699 O
432 ifax V11 NP701 G

San. Halifax
434 Sqn. Halifax 11

These are borne out in the following records:-

AIR14/3457 BOMBER COMMAND REPORTS ON OPERATIONAL SORTIES
September-December 19!

4 Group (1/10, 2/51,
6 Group (17424, 1/426, 2/432, 1/434)

AIR25/94 GROUPS: No. 4 BOMBER GROUP ORBs January-December 1944

8 aircraft failed to start
14 aircraft Abortive not over enemy territory
1/10, 1/51 Missing (a/P G)

1/51, 1/578 Crashed AOT (a/P H, A/P G)
1'aircraft Outstanding (/P H)

BOMBER COMAAND INTELLIGENCE REPORTS ON OPERATTONS
APPENDICES December 194
and goes on to say 3 aircraft are missing.

ATR24/303 COMMANDS:

Records 9 losses
stroved 3 were lost only 2 of these losses vere
BT "? e iiused by 3 Ranr and_ another by

observed.

cver the target aftar the fi
22§E§§QS§§?MW Sttack Snd were offectively attacked on tne MW
o out”5F the B 3¢ 1est 5 Gripoen of tighters vere
1955 Thon: However, oniy 5 aircrart were lost with ano
e beyond vapair. No yeturning aircraft was seriously
Snmaged by’ onemy action on this night.

A Chart shows

4 Group missing 1 + 3"

6 Group Missing 1 + = 1 + 2

1 a/c Battle area Unknown cause
e

Key: "
5 2 a/c Belgium Unknown C:

1 a/c Charleroi _ Collision

This is hovne out bv the following records:-




The erash of Halifax HC U 205 (Zulu king) 15th April 1944

15th April 194,
btk bt ) o o e o ey

John Tynski s ynski now lives
o S G e it of Jon Tynsk s Dishforth o
Photos of the other crew member

‘Tynski and Pearce taken to the miltary hospital North Alerton Yorkshire, (archive documents
gives a full account of the inurics.)
Ei engincer taken to Bal heis

Henry
now buried,
c

) cemetery

Civilians, Mr and Mrs S Thirsk mortuary
the war),

be fer  night out
down the local pub,
Eagines o s bomber bloks LNER iy, cusin og elas

Pearce killed 18th De

After recovering from his injuries Harry Pearce reports for duty with the 434 Bluenose Squadron
Croft, Yorkshire.
Pearce teams up with his new crew (archive photograph crev in fron of Halifx, "Pubwash”
Misions inatet Jlic /1144 Mussiar. 161144 Cscon R 21/ 14
rchive documents of those missions)
Duisberg 15th December 1944, Combined forces of 523 aircrafl

TIO Croft Vorkshie 02.50 crashed Pesche, Belgium at appror. 6.1Sam (one survivor Herbert
Brown Witeless operator) See statement

ican army other
Bodies taken (o "Les Fosses" buried at approx 4pm the same day. (archive documents)
Bodies reinterred to Leopoldsburg Commonwealth cemetery Belgium 1947,
Herbert Brown survivor gives his statement of events. (rchive document)

Air Ministry asked o supply information to the cause of the crash, by concerned relatve (archive
document)

ponds with a vatered down

Air Ministry holds back vital information as o the cause of the crash.

Four aitcraft of 434 432 108 51 squadrons have crashed in unexplained circumstances. 28 men

iled.

One ofthose kiled only 18 years old. X
they ihe Leopold

B e e R

Allarcrat rashod ove lled teiory, with o repots of ngagement e ornthe goundor
enemy aircrafl.

Civilian, French,(old Iady) blown out of bed by the explosion, suffes a heart attack and dies when
she discovers the severed hand  of an airmen on the floorthat was blown through the window
(archive document)

oy of Dougo Mole, (10 ) Fund 1948 e being o wondlim M s v
only ono week ald i when his ather was ke, (arc men

DB e o ey Dy T G .

Max Krakovsky ‘Changes his name to Ce




Remains of airman found beside engine when dug-up 1953 (thought to be those of Zadorozny 432
sqdm (archive photograph of zadorozny’

of
the body of one of th aircrew laying in road, engines almost buried. (letter written July
Gngines, stil lay buried at the crash site today.
Allrelatives of the crev
Memorialtook place 8th May 2003, in atendance reatives of the pilot and air gunners sste.
st brther o v crh s in 2004 it theposvly of iy Peres's daghir (1 e
oldin
Wreagsotiin

hed dolf Buuly de

facts about 434 bluenose Squadron

Halifix Nova Scotia, many of froma

scafaring backgrot

e S Blusaososhooner as defcedan Caaan 10 cnt i
sed to describe Bluenose. for the

colout o el nose. du 0t cld Caadion e
Propellerspinners painted bright biue as a personal mark of the bluenase Squadron, this was o the
oy o e Ao T 1 e ool

aitor said Squadron,aftera

rd Hi
arilb et

The RCA F had gathered together in this single squadron- the Bluenose- the
‘worstpirates, thgs, murderers and brigands from the prisons of Canada

Lord Haw Haw was hanged for treason ater the wr.
The 434 Squadron suffered particularly heavy losses during the war, the numbers 13 seemed o
play a part in their bad luck. 434, the |3th Squadron formed, when the frst man reported for duty
on the 13th day.

Hamy Parce and crew documented n Alan Todds book * Pilgrimages of grace” s the s Halfix
loss from "Croft” of WW
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