OCTOBER 1943

The ‘Memoire’ of Sgt. Harry J Whitwell

Wireless Operator/Air Gunner;
50 Sdn. RAF




At 2304 b, 00 8 October, 194, Lancases airaft DV328
okt o RAF Sy, i ke i

sight bombing id over

e aivral, VNN (Naa), was brand s, baving been delverd
o the squndeon just 3 o 4 days befoce. Tt igh it ol b
el b o 50 S s vl . b,

e the v s o and e flight

e Dt e







e following pages are the acual words of Harry Whitwel,
it whilhe was 3 POW, bt with e editing of
et gramma and puncrstion

1 ik probably the bt hig t0 do before relatio my expesencs
i de ki Eoglnd o et o’ o s e ..w,
f Octaber 1943 o givethe ames t. of my rew, 0 b
JlnChes P ks ok e of i,
for Nan, was  Plot Officer He was only rcenty
eien bl o i e
Tondoner.
Stewane Subb, the bonb simer, haed fom Herfordive,
Nicknamed Sibby, he was a Flying Offce (F/0) and,slong.
with JCP, the only “officer membee of the cre
Jmes Gy e midppe o s S N, v
Helived in Rhodesia Janmy was 3 Wareant Offier (¥
il Bkl g came o onde b s
e clled him Cansds’
Our own Nivigetoe wes Fred Burton whose horme town wes
iciees st etk of g S 15
Joseph Handley th Fight Enginees was sho
P eyl Yy s b o
i e town
ours tnly the Wislss Operstor/Air Gunaer was 8 humble
‘Sergeant of 9 months sanding,my home bega Yock.
e b vy by o st v dos g on oo
evice, Hagen, Borchurm, Monich and Feunkfur and u
looking forwad t the Stand dow
On the moraing of Frida th cighth of October 1 et prsty ough,
baving  bad cold and thoat. Joe adviscd e t spartsck but 1 held
o kg iy Sl e e i of e S v s e
mcon was wel . Freddy the navigator was grounded, (ucky for
i), i s e iving rouble

We weres00n t lam that e wer ot that gt and dd i et

Oue navigtoefor the night was s young fllow who had jst retuted

oo bare, His o kipes e . | ' s i e




Oue s i 7 for Zebrs, was unsevicable with engine troube

Thi ol sager, bhovgh bing the ket one on the sadon, was

ays lucky foe s; we bad flown in her the e 5 cips. She was 3

s b g b sy i v wre vy

isched o hes. We wer gven N for Nan i her plces  brand e
il o i wan v e i i g

e uathe ! Haoree

paten Soon

i though it

og given ore e fom b Wing Commandes

The Group caposin wished us best luck and away we all went 0 gt

s ke nd back t0.a hurid ‘op ta’ This beng over,

e boanded the transport to the locker rooms 10 collt out chuis,

b, e vt e g cosig | v 3 v posi

i th sicat e h oy (i oo | ok oo e
i boors.

Andy, o g b he s i i ve ik e

w Soon whisked avay with our

shorly we cambersd

uly posiioned snd vinaly

ke theequipment nd ' ad o warmed up the engines.

i e the tcking fes nd n spprscing e e
o cotin and Susbby begen
n, “The time then wouk be
rdio bad gone oft. The frt
i et opetig p s o on e
o Tl o
e bein 1 /O
i no wory s e & would e g ob.
bl g i e i and e e ok 1 crie
e throw upards toward the toof and for some time wie
Pemin haaar g ot e ol S b
e/ plled b cor et i b bncrved the e doc
e o g s v i i 1 v
e i o
i time the navigatorhad not wamed e o the ‘sbandon siscf?
e, ke amblounded s pveds 0 move The sl o
- s wasvery szong and skhough th engines appes
wes sevved down and 1 was sble 1 g0
ond jump for e i
o e o s, | srerted
W/Opssea and grabbed
. 1 iy put down my
e nd e e buton t xple th IFF and Navigators A,

o stretch oue egs and cht 0 the ground cews who were puting the
il touches to hee. A th time dew nea o ake off we cambered
aboard once apin and so0n the engines were ‘revving’ op a1

e g long the rway

1 ot o it o b bl of e 0
e o, Wi 000 v e

i the sie and found o be siuctory ous

B

000 e et ki e 1 cch o ey s o
il we whthou i

The st i v gty e ad i o Ths poc

P mw e
Datof my body s, - 1w 10 g dowe it

1 b 00 i 10 acgue bt jumped with him cinging 1o me, Afcr
e seconds 1 pulle the ip-cord and th chure epened, haling my




downwand descent considerably, but a¢
flung the navigator off, lmost s
estimated o be 200 0350 fc

e gl e t e OK, 2 e o e b v
advance by the Capsi

e iy s ke g oo It s 0

gone deat o

ad o e
ek o of by T i sechlights ot and 1 i

2ot want peppering,

ot s rom b of my e, e e g
p

fingee wus beaing profmclyso | tore off s of sl nd roughly

i
Ny

e prty pinful b my ar was sl affcte. 1 e
o formnate crws homeward bownd 10 4

die
vioss o those 1
e and then 1 bed
1 ost & bole i the s cath and 50 bury m
1 T e a4 g v e o

e s B e B R o

B e thoe docked s et hing 0 wonkd bt 0 b oihe
w hours seep

e . R e e

It b ad e b 0500 Sy oo

didons bty e ot v nd deced
Seleild e

caed,  They wer

‘which onganizaion

o Tevpen. 8 sl s

though 1 it Ko

y gathered round me and one wid in brok
. 1 wasld ove o the oad and

Eogish that | was t follow the




<< s point here appeaes o b mising e > in and going out also lots o ‘cvvies” This ton had suffred, many
: - e i mea Duing this ime ma
soneard with esaz honey alio & cup of era coffe
o ek el s o bl
Tice f oo wie sgh o e They e acazed the 1 &idrt
have il Ve shor ok t0 put o my boor |
1o Hanove, Two gurds mpmml and ﬂmvH)AwMM aken it i cu wih b o divig . We seemod

s cvenyvhere, some of the roads were liered with
dcep, it was impossibl to dive the car thiough,
ived ac a buding and e go out and went inside,
g gl ediertmeny

Pt
ol buings. M ,\Wm a i time were the zooner | ge
ey e some kg o b o me. 1 was Gy handed ovt
o sy Lt 5 b, Ty equced e case of ot
plne beng shotdown, whethr ‘Ack-Ack o fghtes,

Thi,of corc, | i ot ks 1 1 ther 0. T o s

wete sumimoned and away
o

i paid o action. | s o
ople. The civian w " dimbed to more e o b

s an modern bulding.

idnt o ‘vt b w- Mv.,m, wp

B e % A e e iy ad ety s v ke o

el ooking rh

A i i o v e e | wonderd

how much mmmm o go 0 get to my final de

crcnnaly arived at 5 b buddig which | ok o be + ki of

eamesion Do shegoesd o, o 1 10w by

sz,
iformed men boh Ofcer and NCO trpes were consandy coming e B i e e & S oF e

occ Do el




g ety et ks o e bk g, | i
. drevid and shordly slon came an ondrly
il s

‘Soon afe 1 was allows t0 g0 o th (ol and
here had 3 quick wash i ot soap. While 0 engaged | heand
Joc's voice b that of Jimmy” but s restsined fom ealig out 0

K

the Gt /0 s 3 New Zslad W/0p AG, 1t red
o scuffy | must ook when 1 s dhen ong oused hae and e
& grouth of the o fce fungus. They ll seind unhurt xcept for
o cuts.|CP had los i fyin boot, Joe s minus one oo,
ot Jimen had all it

S s gl s st i ch of .

guesied conined out p

ot of g e Vel gt off g 0 .
1 el somy fo JCP walking

et it o om0 deaon

e Sl e
ot s dink of Afe waiing fo about thiry or
Tory minutes, esed aboard the

Air Corpe

{hogh sok sud vacomoruble T was von it trd of a0




I v ey 0630 nd Ty moring e v s e
ken to s waiing trin which we bosrded, hovgh pevious o thix

o ofes o o Gk cach. Vet soom et s 0

within ifcen minutes we v e sl saion,

The Amsicans were sbosed 100 and we 4ll gt oo helping the

oo 0l e gt on e b vl and ww

it e i ey L et
Regling e A apperd i e b PO

i Tnly and the maory bad been shot down on day mids over

Genmany very unsruck by the very lrge mumbes who.
i bl ouk of the e red o odhecwiser | woud ey 30%
cueapazed 1o only 10% of out ceews. OF course baling v a the
aglight i moch simpler matcr han the e opertion t night
e i1 ik arty o o .
1 wastaken 0 another room and the door was locked. The sie
{hiswas about 10 ft by § et ‘..\.Wu.m" nul sough bed and
1l On th bed was st RAF Srgant A/, e o bcn e
i s onl 1

e it s ot s i higad ko vt

e was oaly to gl 10 et id dows o the bed.
Americans wer te ne visitoes and by now the sl room was
becoming rathce coowded altoogh it was much beter than sty
W speat et chatingavay s genbling sbout ut b forsag
unil sproimatly 12 o'clock vhen  guand brought s dinner, which
consisted of § unskinned potatocs cach. There were alo a gass

b s a bl tesing concoction, e spent the st of the

‘wondeeed what had bappened to ki
We so0n was fommed up and began 8 move of about hlf a mile 0
eventually 10 g collction of newes wooden bldings, The
ed were hlped along by the it e as bestthy could someone

\ sl confned oom. The ame. fumituse 4 previoly
By thi i it must have b turne 1800 hours and grvwing dack
e of lankets and decded t oy gt some seep. |
d came in aod grabbed my Oing
Voot s lrame
The usal fare a8 befors vas given me the nex day which was
Wedneaday
s carily dgd s thns as bioliely pothing 10
ones mind, but on the Thurday aftemoon I var visted by
Officer who produced a form and wanted 1o know my ho
{nade s, o the names of membersof my crw though 1 did
i th fst quis e cd e the names o JCP, fo and Jimmy and
Twrot them dovn o ki form.

About iy i
big room with maps, oute t.on the wals nd  good fr buming
Scatd t . desk v 3 big sho’ Lufowafe Iellgnce Office,
was ot & saboteu o py




1 ofcourse, efereed i 0 my idensity s, unifor tc. s sxid hat

e b | ok wih o of
bt

Ao 000 et oo e e s o i e o
mcss and. b  big cup of tea with ot of il and.

s of German bread aod bt with . W

Red Cross pacels were poole” and p into three good meals and
cooked by 4 permanen aff of Brtsh NCOs. The chocalat and
igaaees, iy by the way, wee givn 10 the men on Saturdays., We
3 g s o it e e oo v 3

of # suviving membe of a crew lost
T back to m <l vy depeeed. 1 iy e bk
spell in m lile oom.
‘wanied s it of
cscripion: height,weigh cloing et ll of which he bl
then sid t0 my g o s lenving, coleceyour bankers
i give them o . 1 did i very soon and sy 01 room where |

here sl ey onhe camp i, g, e ot

ed 1 greatcon o one i of boore. Ml thes were provided by
e Amcican Red Crom

il s e s sl o e cump | v
song cvery ot ad 4

parades a
et we had (00 e
2 going ot every days 1

e bt e s oy O AL
Jmey b vl e on Ty i ad Sty et
i Sandy ‘o o s, b il b b g

kA opened up in 0 uncersin
s the sessehlights 0, wese mamerous




So00 th il I s were dopped e s reds o

of seing them from sbore we now saw how effctive they were rom

the ground, Of conre, we expected o hese o fe] e conkier

i ey o b 1 ot g bppend o
and coruinly bod i effect. O

d togethe with n ammed guard borded .

e e climbe off and marched 1 a goods yud.

would b approximacly 180 and geting dusk and we waited uni 3
noteed these ucks v

e ucls were shonted in, we e
el hm i e

caough o hold ighcen hores, Seaw
o el hock whea w y-hree bad 10
s Our

bkt job 1 et sy
that there was any lklho
were two nights confined &

W openings, not
2 oue boors. We
hi and areived at Mohlburg s

midday Fiday. 1t sealy was s wful expeiece s at night e we
Tiad 5 1y 25 bes e coud proppd. it cuch

il imporile 1 v il camped lmb

Changed ove evey hour and this caused e

them leing in he <ol night i

i g

o

e o o comp i van 1o e nlos e e
e i T

The wounded were puton  cart and &
They aso

who gl s frem ' te Lt
§ave s some de o thecump which wasn't vry ncoursging
it o e i o gy s of s

evey day wihoot break
W aived t the camp

When thé nest e would be
Compound and 0k to wat futher
et 8 et e it had been # ot and dusy walk

e ving oue b shared of
alo arne oo it » simoge eomsnpos walch proved £ e &
hesrr. One. fllow urned o handie whie another chap sarted
Sheuing off o lovely locks. Ths was the cowst thing o being bald




s ane of e bk o he it pcnion e ot s
a well over

el sonteg b
i e e
A e commander was in chage of cach room and he cerinly bad a
ull ime job. A€ o end of these rooms ws # primiive e for
slghtue oy and tthe xber e we o sk cod e wp
“whie aacther biick place housed the
e wes peoided. Wo wers e W
b and pulacs stufed with paper waste sko a coupl. o
blankesesch and ok 4 10 beds were spate we must bunk down on
the bick floor We were unable (0 getour beds down unl the et of
e s e o b and st i by ot
"W lived ondes thes condiions for ove 4 week and
ach recivec a half shase i « Canndian Parcel. By the
i pascel with two other fellows, We
it iy babnccd dit with a e plannig and the
v, b, nd tinned mest
cupperacaed oue Red Cron food. Qs des of e wae spect i
prepaiog nd cooking the meal.
The way the Hut unctioned was 8 fllows:
s in control - he supervised tions, wate
Spec e i fc ey I gesel s conced e welee
o the fellows i his hu,

e o o Group Lawdrs whocol e o nd e

ane coud ot he “, ‘, he , o g etiioniota )

e e B Compound i el et g
[

e vl o o oot Bouwead by B
el off” W

Loy v Secton Lewdn o Y e b of s o the
1ations of sbout ie o ix men undee thei ection

Ao there was s’ which conited of ‘chow cai
o ot Sl oo s e Dy
tioo which conssed of ekhe bread ,wm g, chesse, ew
and ianed mests were callected by othr chp

Two hot wter isues a day were made nd fellows were deviled 1o
ot those Anothee duy was knows Doty it e a0d o




this pracsclly veryone could be

one alled on 80 do some duty such 35
e i sl

wood guhering
Wl e bou o wck sy o ot
ol ot s ot Hot

" bed cachand 1 0o
oty

6 1 it was cumbeed, we
and was we plssed. This

A the opportunty to burk ncar my v, o
We ks paled up with  partrooper cald Tom Berwick
and iy fiend S Keok







	BWhitwellHJWhitwellHJv20001
	BWhitwellHJWhitwellHJv20002
	BWhitwellHJWhitwellHJv20003
	BWhitwellHJWhitwellHJv20004
	BWhitwellHJWhitwellHJv20005
	BWhitwellHJWhitwellHJv20006
	BWhitwellHJWhitwellHJv20007
	BWhitwellHJWhitwellHJv20008
	BWhitwellHJWhitwellHJv20009
	BWhitwellHJWhitwellHJv20010
	BWhitwellHJWhitwellHJv20011
	BWhitwellHJWhitwellHJv20012
	BWhitwellHJWhitwellHJv20013
	BWhitwellHJWhitwellHJv20014

