e BICKERS DFC

103 Sqn RAF Bomber Command
Elsham Wolds Lincolnshire

Pilot of Avro Lancaster MEGES PM -C
and his crew
/gt Joseph Wadsworth
F/0 Cyril John Plummer DFC
/0 Peter Anthony Bell
F/Sgt Leonard John Comer
/Sgt Dennis Cannon
/0 Norman Tomb
Died 1000 metres north of this place during World War 2
March 24,1944

At the going down of the sun and in the morning
WE WILL REMEMBER THEM

With eternal thanks to our friends Manfred and Gisela Bolke and Heinz Kn




S/Ldr Kenneth George Bickers DFC
103 Squadron RAF Elsham Wolds
Avro Lancaster Bomber ME665 PM-C
(Lost night of 24/25 March 1944 over Berlin)

On 27 March 2015 we stoodina qietfed on the dge o  small forest nar the vilag

A Poppy Cross was placed on each Grave side in Respet. A very emotionsl moment in tme

To explain how my father and 1 came to be hre with our new German fiends exactly seventy-one
years aterthat ragic event we need perhaps to explain Ken's story. Ken was my Father's bother, and
e had come o try and find his fina rsting place.

Kennth Bickrs g upn Sohampton i the Wt B i o the iy, o of v hildren b
o s fther ) 0 Argentina a the age of
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Ken's fither was @ hard-working man who was o afraid o impose himself on his young family ifthe
pesdrase, bt ealvaysdd s st 0 provide e fumily v n o smll rened smi-dtached
ouse not fa from the centre of Southamplon — however these werethe Thirtes in the years eading up
{oth Sccond Wark! Wae, e wa o0 buthro, o s (ot and o csralHeaieg s vere
pard and about o become a lot harder

Ken studied o Bitierne Park Boys School, was very popular amongst his peers, and rose o become
Head Boy ~ in fat his Headmasier wrote of him I cannot speak 100 highly of this boy’s character
as been my Had Prefec for 18 month and has done excelently, he isself-rliant,steady and most

reliable

The Second Word Warbroke ut when Ken s s svntn and s kn 1 gt . As
he was under age joined the Royal

romoted to Corporal having
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v
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HoweverKen was sl with befg i the Royal Ay, nd decidd b vt o e
RAF o mak contribution,s0 in 1941 plot
Terrell, Texas, USA , returning to England afle 6 months to complete his trining and commence

peruions s P Ot i 945, His st i fom RAF ldam Woldswih 10 3 Squadron was
on T ebruary 198 ataking h Geman-ld Frenh ot f i, b thebegining f Ao e
ad aleady fown 15 st attacking amongstotrs Wilhelmshaven, Nurmburg, Bremen, Cologne

InApl 1943 Kenrs st n s DFC Dl g Cro) - hcory n e
‘ondon Gazette of 30 Apri 1943 describes Ken's heroic actions on the ight of 9 Apri

st overenemy trrite nm...mw by
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Bick e .0 an airfield in this
[

In the «m A
officer displayed courage, skill and fortitude of a high order.

y 1943, having
e vt ey ooy e 0t e o e, 1 was oty 0 yeurs -
Wit s ncar Lefstr b mt . called Jon whm b o, ndplas ere mace
forthm o gt maricdan Apei 5 1944 Inhe meantimeon 23 Noverber 1943 Ken s sccompied
ettt Yot Dokighan Pl 1o recive W DFC o K Georgs Vi
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However Ken decided to go back,inspit of is near miss as described above when attacked over
Ttis

o ettt bt i et s can b st o -xlarsn’ of bt snd
« untytriumphed over any regard for persona safety that may have given him pause
for thought. There i a suviving leter writien {0 his parents in February 1944 in which he

s soon as | our way b i
nigpd sty down o Lester o s Joan~he' il ging o mary mes e and would't
hear of any postponement. I'm

From i s it gt Ko velvarsof sk b ws ki, b e e o

what e could for is
{5t he would ot marry Joan 1 planed on 5 ApriL

Hsving movd round various i bse i doin s rsining Ken e (0 RA Eldbam
Wolds with 103 Squsdron nFebrry 1945, s suivinglers home r it of describin he
condiios nder b e iving (il my it iy and dip,the teopertor s oo,

single clean handkerchicf o my pame..) , and m m”w«mm,furmmm,Mumw»_n

(Joan
el e ey

A suviving et writenon 12 Marh to i parnts ncictc thataliough opeaions e ot et
new, it took so
Kencommens
o almost entirey non-cxist
e e o el sl et e W oy B
hings.
Wednisday 15
cords it s a“quiet rip'. Hislast leter home vaas

Ken, s
i e i o B g o
i onFridey 17 Morh e prparation r i frtcumin mariage o § Apl a1 v

much to the your
e summes oy and comingslong with M. and csully men mions s midon
Stutigart (. "Twas a long stooge (sc) but an uneventful one forus —that's how | Iike ‘em I). He ends
ihe et Well ik | betrcloe s choxio fornow. My love o Bunty(bis smal siste)and
God Bless you ll. Your loving Son

On Wednesday 22 March Ken's logbook records a soti to Frankfurt, again rcorded a5 & ‘quic trp
There are no further enirics.

Ko ndi cew, 1O Pommes, I Taobs, FIOBell 7 Wdswoc, 11 Comer s 1 Conin,

took ofT on whal was o b thei fnal sorte on Friday 24 March 1944 o atack Berln. The operation to
o3 i 1544 was h el id o The Bt o B and e -l atiack o




the city by Bomber Command. Fortyfour Lancasters and twenty eight Halifaxes were lost from the
foree, 8.9% of the totl

Th entry for Ken' last light appears in Bomber Command Losses, volume 5 1944, page 131
by William Chariey

“Homebound, came down Zkm east o Ly th great force, Three liein
Berln 19351945 War Cemetery an four are commerorated on the Runnymede Miemoral S1.
Bickers was on i 21, he was one o

‘commanders to be killed in Bomber Command during 1944.

There may be no finer eptaph to Ken than that contaned in Don Charlwood's gripping first-hand
account oflfe 2 a Bomber Command pilot, "No Moon Tonight in which the author describes coming
across Ken shortly after his DFC exploits detaled above:

o mning bt Bicers o btk do thnght o The e gumer 1
o il and o ik sl bere v ko 4 i DEC. Therpane b o taced
Bick’ wos To everyone

B e e Wi e e i i e S B s ok

Tooking a Bicker. |l et i u s sven month wre i, For s Fight Liserant e
¢ young. His face w i

e was that ngatcl o opscxpresion 1 hd ncticed 50 ofi befre. | wondered what he had been
before ihought of him as  bank clerk, unversity student, even a schoolboy, but cach was
peles rmove from the Bickersbefore e

1t was as though he had been creatd o wear the battered ops cap; th battl dress with s colar
whiste the white ops sweater o be & man to whom years did not appy. But most of all it was a5
though he had 10 standin many memories
the congratulations of is fellows.

2. The Search

My fther (Ken's younger brother by four year) has always been immensely affected by Ken's death
decd my own middle name is Kenneth i tribute. However it has nly been i the last few yearssince

the destof my Meher just how much he h ffected, and

is e whils were discusing e sl realsd e the only vy for i (and

men find isit L ould find the

spo where Ken's Lancaser ,d eome i, hd s, e o e o (o eflal

record of Bomber C =

time and place and how it ll must have happened.

My Father was sceptical, worrying about the raction of the local populace, but eventually 1 managed
a5 only after | had booked
exacly

Ken's f
i o ot el o upon eiving in Beln we picked p o e car and drove o ou htel
in preparation fr the search ahead.

The next day we drove nitially to Luckenwalde,  small friendly town about twenty Kilomelres south
of Berlin near where Ken's planc came down as described above. We decided (0 vist the local muscum
10 sce if we could and eventually upstais t0
et the Crsior, ulhr' \dmmﬁl vt your e lonking oo it s i oking ey
s ha, pony-tai and goatee beard (1), and also with no English, but he did
& 0ut ol photos o the time showing the aflermath of the bombing.
mids foghook that had noted in it details of all the bombing raids in the area.
Ken's raid was. \htungv\cnoug but no details were available of the actual crash st 5o we.
adjoumed for next door next mov




We knew tha the La Luckenwalde

much smalle rwlhgrur Janickendot, 50 we delenmined to drve to Jarickendor 0 s i there wesany
Visible evidence of the dreadful eventall those years ago ~ unikely but we had a ot of time on our
hands

The vilage of Janickendorf is very spread out, and to drive through i takes a good three or four
minacs st h o od i n i st et dor s vt pice ol o
bumps and hillocks, [
o by lane e s e dcided 1 1ay a v in memory f Ken and his erw t s
and set ofT o drive back t0 our hoe!

However ik e wer both feling (st bythe fact that we it know o st ve had
found the actualcrash sit, and on our way outof the fa cnd of the vllage [ happened o,
rightand saw paside T
iy Fa pulled over abou
e e e wulk o i The fact that | knew
only sbout a dozen wordsof German wasn't going o put me of

By the time I got back o the gentleman he had crossed th road (0 the ather side, and was talking o

pl, but | ooked to my leftand | saw a quaint building with the word *Museum” (orthe
) on it —the barn door was open, and at that exact moment a lady emerged —So |
iy, nreping ber s e v shout oo for . |

‘asked ifshe spoke English, and as 1 did so 1 glanced info the museum — o my ui

o7 was a peee ofthe framevwork from Ken's Lancase, togethr i

depictions of what the aircrew would have been wearing a the time. I think my reacton and the ws

was looking, ady understand, b

Xm\mmv\mﬂsun(whummzdw\munwnm\mnd‘\.umw'!mhvmuuu ther with a young
Jady who was abl to speak English, and suddenly al bec s point my Faher was sl in
ko ot penethe e s word 1 th et o, ik we might
have found the plane’

My Father of course couldn’ beleve i — when he walked into the museurn for the first ime and saw
jece from Ken’s Lancaster it was a vry emotional momen. The German coupic, Manfred and

the

Gisela Bolke, welcomed us with open arms, and Julia Horn (the young lady) translated. We were
offied e ok e Musum,d rdly ut sy e i o e amazemenof
Germn e been more

During our conversation, Manfred sad tha there was a Herr Kruger that he would like s to meet
when Jula explained tha this other gentleman was the boy who a5 a fifeen year old had found the
remains of the crashed Lancaster w e, and agreed o come back on the morning of our
deprurebock o Livepoo 10 \mmd ' Giscl's house 0 meet Herr Kruger from where e woukd
take s to the act

Sothe jing we returned o meet Herr Kruger at Manfred and Giselas house which s ocated
S ove theroa from thei piva museum. Onthis occasion Manfed and Gisl's s daugher
‘Chrisina joincd us in order o be able to translate which she did incredibly wellinspitc f a lot
technicaljargon !

Herr Kruger is now eighty-six yearsold but he was able o recall the events ofthat day s if thy had

Dappcnd yscrday A the il niroducionsand i scussion Here Kuger sid he would

1k s o he s, weall o o ' car Ul nove hvin find s o ke o
outof oppositc

e had laid the narrow lane. At the top of the
both sdes, the lane became
ever bumpies unif cvenually afer about five minutes Herr Kruger asked s 0 5(0p

L out of the car and with Julia translating Herr Kruger old ushis story. He described how as a

fifecn year old at six oclock in the morning he and his tn year old siser had come 10 th crish stc
ad happened. itwas at

{his exactspot that he had found the dead bod of a Bitish arman, and said that he was struck by the




fac that ot o his clothing had bezn tom of but how cleanis socks were. He was able to show the
cnnt angle a which he b was iing (Ui body would ither have been Ar Gunner Tombs or Al
‘Gunner Cannon, both of whorn are buried at the Berlin War Cemetery).

OF course at this point we were recling withthe amount ofinformation that e was teling us, becasse

e was maling Ll o el Herr Krge en reuesiedha we g bk I e car,and e o

further five hundred yards

and denebracken o the g of a vt ld ich vas sown \w\h crop. I as e, s er Kruger
dhe

hat he found e sai
maysil g s S e

L s ot ofon af ot and 4 is b was s phogiph of s il and
Chldren which e must have takeh out ofhis wallet (0 look at bfore e ied (i body wasprobably
{hat o Flight Engineer Wadsworth),

et Krvge ponid 1o i open xpars fh e and o us that i was wher the bl of he
Lincase had i the grod. e wis e o show us  phiogap Lt e had aken of s sisr

ot ofvhe ok ke on o hepopler ectos. i had made 0

erateful. M 5 anthc st e fot o ane of he e ears e (i of
e ot botis g Ken were stood together,united in

and sadness for what had occurred here seventy-one years ago.

We then repaired to gk,
nd e veresbe o have ur amversatons (i now having et )by vite of the Goog
ran up on her lapiop | vhwvmn\\vk
Wit us that morming, and we are indebied to him and of course to Manfred, Gisela, Julia and Chrit

us, which bea of
b ol v days reviouly was motbingshit o credbie.

Howevr ety ddn' s thr. Upon ove e England,agi by the s of e Google
iassor nd il comespondedwihCisl,nd ot 0 et e migh
sttt wilh a mtal dtcsor e vecold possily ind o it et eion

Giscla
ey wrtebock o st ey ity ovned two el detsios b n ouch it
the fan e s time | Words
can't do justce o the iay we fet out

A ek or o e sl snt s somephlogaph f M and  youngercoupl it i young
Sonal Frvently engaged in metal deteting on the field of the crash site — they had uncarthed s

minly agicullrl oms b 5 et nthing il i i g
intriguing graph of  picce of rusted upatree
which looked a5 though t r in appearance.

As L write he is investi
detocting afterthe 25 April. The tory continues.

Dgta e
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