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Deer Mary,

%ell here goes Tor the story, I hope I dont bore yous I
seaned to have lost my touch for letter writing, so dont expect -too
much, (of course I an thking*iﬁ”fdf'éraa#é&ffhéﬁ;I_cculd.wé te .
letter before my holidey in Germany). o

Mrat of 811 let me thank ygu-fgr your letters to me in Germeny
it wna oreat to receive them, and 11:. gave iae s kick to know I hed nﬁt
heen fowrgriteny sorry I eould not wrile nove -flen to ycu,;ﬁﬁt it was
owing to the rather sirict sortiﬁgmhy the Germans and their meagre
gliowance of one lelter and two cards per month, 5illl I hope you dld
roceive the three or four cards I did write; quite a few of your lotters
went astray in transit bo mes | '

I think it would be beat if I went buck to the night of Dec.
2th, 1943, end %ell you how I got into the jam I was in. je had
just dropped our load on Prankfuri-on-isn and were ab ut té ﬁeaﬂmfar
home when z deryy nighﬁ'fijﬁter appeared on the seene, my skipper

medistely put the plane into a steep dive then a ¢limd to regain

e
ot

loat heipht, was just wvhen the plane was on the ton of the clinb and

ready to o inte enother dive that Jerey let us have 1t with everything
he hade ‘e werc hit good and proper - the whole starboard wlng wns
on fire, glso the Damd b#yﬁ {lucky we had dro-ped the borba)

Toth motors on the gtarbogrd wing went hey-wire and we
i medi-tely went into a dive, the pressure was tewrifie, I couldnt

i

: o be honest I thouzht my end had come, but_the "akippen®

[=l]

move, &)
“annged to get the plane under control a little ond ordeved us to dail:
cut; Lt owes Land goling to get out of a turret and down to the escope
hoteh as the pressure wea stlll very great.
I think I balled out at a height of approx. 9000%, it may
hnve been less! I lsnded safely and only twisted my ankle a little.
You hrve no ildes what my feelings were when I landed, I lav

op the ground in a nlsurhed peddock Tor a few sedonds o it may hove

honrg, tims 4id net seem to exict, then I gol 3o my Xnees -nd I
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Urrnited "Almighty God® fov gavirs e, sloo bh L the weat

Lne bd;ﬂ-'g hal managed to jet ot of thet blazing inferno.

A7 Lnem  wem no sense in me hanging avound the spot wheve I
landed, I imedintely made for some bush I could gee in the digtance
and buried my parachute and various other unneceaéﬁry gear. Aftew
studying an escape msp I had, I reckoned I was gpproxs L0 miles Heke of
Prankfort and my best plgnfwuulézhaftb'*eagh.Etan¢e;_jga»2;aiarﬁag_
walking, I welked all that night and by mowning I found myseif nesr
a small villsgee

I spent the daylight hours in & amnell wood shed on the oute
skirts of the villege watching Gewmsn kids going to school and women
doing their shopping. Just ag it was gettins dark, and 1 was getiting
»epdy for the -nad sgaln, = §erm§*fbv-aoms.unknamn.venson’ha&_tn come
and look in the shed and there he found "your lordship®. well the gawm

wes up then, he knew who I was as soon as he ssw me cnd I didnt think it

-advisable te make a bresk for 1%t as once they Iknow you are in the ares

they send aut armed Guards.
e took me ¥ tHe Intal Thliee strtinm-wrere i weadbed fov-a-
Gestene agenltl o cone ond ﬁick e Ubhe I was then token o pome kind

T Geotane He w8 end gow nothing but photos of Hitler and his Gang on
every” wall (I might o 4 here that Hollywood's Gestepo egent is typieal
of the real Gestapo agent'in Germany, lhey are not very nice peepie to
weetl)

Prom Geslapo Hedes I travelled to a lock-up and spent = Few ho
hours in a8 cell with a mob of Hitler Youth passing wise eracks at me fro
ie the bars. At this primon they tried to intewwogate me, but
net with much success, the interrogater could not spesk very good
“nilish, =nd 17 he ashed me any suestions I used ito sheke my head =nd
agr he snols ?ewylbui anglish and T oeould ncl wmderetand hilm. ifﬁer
this had gone on for sbeut half an hour he got "browned off" and gave
me up g a bad Joh. |

From he~e I was taken along with ancther-R.4.F. chap %o 8
¥ilitery Bar-acks and there we spent the night in a cella e

twavelled to Frankiuet ( or to be mere correct Mthe »emains of Frankfunrt



v LT N, wiiell once oy P we wewe Lhmown ln cellse I ospent

tmuil Mecermber 26th in “hese cellg. Chriastmas Day 1943 will live im
Wy memomies as the most miserable day of my 1ife, I shall never forget
1t ‘ #
My next move was to Dulag Laft also in Pranicfurt, then onteo
Staleg IVB Mulkberg- on - Elbe where I spent the reat of my prison days.
Haryy I have only one parson %o thank on this corvth for uy life,
and thet was my leate akippery 1t was only by Lis bravesy that 1 with

ihe other f'ive members of the orew ot ouvt of that kite, he stuck te
3
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con »ols end forght them to bring the dite hack on scme kind of a

level xeg} to get us ntj 1t cost him his life, bhut I will always

remenber him as g "Hah, whoge Dravery ig worth nore than a hundred V.C.s?
Yow Tor life in talss IVE. It was quite intevepting and very

cosmiopolitan to say the least of 1t. ivery netionality inside and

outelde »7 HNurope was represented therc, st & mough guess I would

say Viwt Liovre were gb leaglt thirty live different ﬁatim:alitiea.

he gans was a very big ome in the Tomm of o vwectengle and with

& enimeler oF v omeH, 2 Allcd. Sone ths barked wive fonce wewe three

gent=r Goxes per side with machine Guns, they were Just like the Boxes

JouU /€ On she Yells at Pentridge, 8o when I come home end I feel a

it lonely all I have to 42 ig to dash over to Cobwrg and take a lodk

at the lentry Doxes. A% night the barbed wire perimeler weos flood 1it

znd Prom each box there wam n search light on a swivel, whiqh used to

sweep the Camp at night, of course the guerds ussd to he douvbled at nigid

80 you see we wero pretty well kept well under control as far as

[» g

escaping throush the wiwe was ¢ ncerned. The best mesne Lo escape was

o chrnge places with somehody that was working cutside the Camp, snd
om pove ploce of work excape; there were too or three spectacular

esegnes, but I dont summoee ther have much interest to you oo I will pet

arr setivities.
talag IVE wes an FeCeUes camp 1n the main part, and

reve et ey A Amdha Tl e

ik e inhe itante weme not mecuired to work, mo moak of oum

Sponit 1r w lrdnrm, talking ond gleep it soinds wery
See oegnt ItV tul altom v have wolked sroind the Jemp a few times

» Ny g ; S, E
ANY SExN Hitwue. 0T AT Guadng Q’QW‘)ED Lhie oAt A f— PLEARRR
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news and scandal ceice, and aleepin: - Lo only Sleogu-e left to you

P 19 PP I A

if vou ean eall 1t & plessure with Tleas and bed buge crawling over
™ Do gov hnow, (1t sounds fummy even to me now) I used to
sit on v bunk end o throug. my clothes, article by article, picking
the "hoprers" off befo-e I erawied into hed,

I 414 a fai» bit of weading, but books wewe hard to get
expecially Z60d TOOki. dgelng the 'ﬁmsz;er.mnﬁgs T played -erickel
or rather & condensed Towp of cricket, ihe winter 1 cnths were not so
good, snow was on the ground =nd the food problen wes very serious
end mest of the chaps mere too weer {o bother with sport of any
descrintlon, in faci last winter I cant wanember one snewball being
“hmown 1n the Canp. |

7€ had & Theatre in the Camp, 1t weas converted from & Barrack
iiirz-ar:m end covlid seal arproxe BOD pairons at a time. Shows as a »Ule
lasted about ten days, all the getors were men, sone with experience
o7t the London stage, other with mo exevicnce st all. Among the
shows produced wes "The Man vho ecae o Dizner*, "The Rovpe™, "E'émsu of
woNEy"y “Dover Rosd", "You Jant fals it with -Feuty retrifisd Foreat™,
"the omen™, and maiy octhera. |

The lasit entloned show wag 8 megrvellons success the 43 pamte
were all isken By men snd there were 13 different chonges of seenery.

1 cant ver: well deseribe a show o you, I suppose you think I
must e watiier soft to be deceived by men teking the pert of Yomen,
"ot I essure you, there were gmome very clever actors in the Camp and
i Lhe help o & 13t8le meke tI:'.> :'“.t-c. » I defy snyeone to ssy they wewe
AR T Tt weieTi. I‘ think it 1z mch easier » g man %o take

e nevi ol a woriel than 1t wodd be for n woman o sct the paet of g

Nelle I7 721 ever et the oppo=ttnity to oo and aee a nlay with a

nale cast acting the nawst of women, I would ad*'la-?lﬁ Tou to take 1% v I
& guwe you wovrld like it and be apazed al 1t

Thepe were also many othew types of pwogwaﬁﬁea procuced such
as Varieties Revues (with Chowus Gi-ls) Ooncewts =nd Dplarse

Do

ing the suwmer wonths when wo were recelving Pood Parcels,

there were Gpomt Days with cricket ~nd I'sotbell, we cven held a Test
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matech serles between Englend and Ausieplia and So0th drica. Bany
ather sports such as ?’a{:\s;by and Volley Ball werc slso in vogve.

our gleeping  uorctera, which were slas ouy Rining Room, Tashing
Roan, ecreation Room and amrthing else you wisgh to meke them, . N
consisted of a lung Barveck Room approxs 100 feet x 30 feely in 1t wve
three tier hunks, enough Dunkes for 200 men, but if you put twe men in
each bunk you could ged L0 men in a& Barrack ooy Thot is whet
happened nuite oftena dJerry would breling thougands t:af new prisoncrg in
gnd rub them into glrendy cvercfjaiﬁed ngrracks.

- € food nuestion was merlous, vhilsi we we-c on Red Oross

Peroels, thinge were very beight but as soon gs they stopped the chape

started to get sick and week and it wes an effort to walk ground the

CEIn aven Nnee & dave ¢ wore unfortunste in having no food parcele
(112";13‘!}’-: the winter and we felt the cold very badly. Typhus broke cub

at nobody in the British or Anerican Compounde died of 1t, theve
were uile e few himdred desths in the other Natlonslities Compounde;
a8 a matler of fact the ehmp in the bed beslde mc caught it but he
noaovere? aft v g fewr rontha, The Oewemn Tond wstion eonaisted of
e cup full of soup, pea so'p malnly (sometines you wmla zet nens in
it} Povw o Uive potploes ond two or three glices 57 bhresd; now nd
artaln we would et e 1little margerine or tomnlp jam.

Do mou Imow, Vary, hunger =nd mimery bring oul the amimal in
man, vhen I first arrived in the prison earp I wes in good condition
ané had inman feelings, not that I have lost them now, but what I an
Er7ing to get at ia when I first awrrived st IVB, 1t used to meke m\
aick tc see men grovelling in the dust looking Tow sc?a'g-a-'aﬁj’ notato

-
pecling to eat, scvaping out old tine thot hed been Iying in a pilt for
weeks in ile hopes of Tinding something to est.

iTter n few weeks I beeame like many othews, m silent spectotor,
sumpmisged rt rothinT snd empecting Han to do anything.

It maxes you Teel a bit callons somebines ageinst the Germans
when ou think of him shooting men without warning just beceuse they

ene hnmgry and steal food $hat he hrs not use fow, and is throwing

L S¥IPese yeu wine Teive | idavri citanes) \ma-&y) SINCE. LERVIN
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hone, I donv think T have, certainly net in my proncivics, the will

; always remaln with me, 'but when one sees men dle for elmost nothing

one cannot help thinking that the Killers should be punished and thais
how I feel when I say Gerpany deserves everythin: that is coming to
nery bayond that I neither hate nor love the Gerpans.

I wns able to carry out my Religious Duties. There were
twelve Prlesus in the Cemp of all Betionslities, we hod a amall

Chapel ~or week-doys end on Jundasys Maps vaed to be sald in the

theatre. There ymno only one English Triest, he was captured in the
Desert somewhere. The Gerpan did not maeke 1% ensy for oum Cheplein

then again he 4id 7ot hindew him to any orest degree, The Pripgsts liad
Prieat in the Canp hed been s prisoner since before
The frll af Feanco snd had gpent Lis whole fime in Jlalag IVBe
» ol Lhe mosl heavi-tearing sichis in the 3telag was the
grrival of 1,000 Folish i-‘.irxﬁen nrigoners, do you remetdber the Pelish
urislng in jurcaw in Septe LAY Well these we-e the gellant wWoman thsi
Torehtld Jewry trested tham ;}té‘t. na he did e, tzaim;ﬁ the =iflc buti
n them if they were slow etc. The British Personel, as well as
othera made & collection for them and helped them ouvt a littles T oy
were in the 3taleg for sboul a month and were then moved out to be
~ut into faciovies efce  All the time they were there I couldnt
holp thinking th-t i we hoed gone under, ny Hother, ous ond many
othew ‘usirrlinn rivls would heve been in their position, a terrible
thought but a twve one.

2eading thot lsst paregraph I think I must have been petting =
litile movbidy so I will carwy on with the story aboul our liberatlon.

April 2%»d4 wes the great dar, we were libersted by the Iussien

ATEO @ mgmulined in the lamp o aheovt a week, thenm we rnoved to &
agtce ot led Mies 3Eooul uwp in 8 howme of a Nayms the avner havine
TIed ot gttmeq, Tilat we were in this house we lived 1ike Xings

sleeping In meds, ceting =ith knives and foeks (The Tir-st fow- 18

" het showerz at all horeg of ithe day, we hed a
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¢ stayed the-e fo» a week weiting to be teken ~ut, but the
~ugsiong did not meem o he worrying much shout us so we decided (five
nther cheps mnd mysel?) to wslk to the imerican lines and vefabmlcate
sumgelves. e weached the fmerlcan lines sfter & corple of days of
welkin ' snd wevre eventually packed up by the Yanks, who treated us

I35 ':".'-.“ t-u

e wane tnkem-tﬂ ‘i:‘—.lie for g few dors to awalt Transpos %
Dakota, theme we iransfereed 1o T.i.Fs Lancesters snd flew the =est of
the wayr to inglande

on arrival in inglend I wes adnitted to hospitel with atomach
t=ouble end malnutrition. At preeefit I mn 2t21l in hoepitsl dut I
exneet to be out sometime this weoek. I thint I as due feor twenly -
eirht days leave, and whal a leeve I an going to hevel

The past couple of weeks hasg worked wonde»s on TGy I feel &
tumed weveent now and I gaﬁned 2% 1hee thim week, I have still about
i1 stome i¢ catch uwp ond

I @ont know just whot I intend to do with my leave, I suppose I -
=111 snend a week a~ =n in Lendsn ap? the weat with oy i+

I went to %he

]
s

ictures last night, it wes & frec show in the
hospital. I think ihe nanse of the show wes *rhe dky's the Limit® with

red istair, I dom

(43

tnow if it was an old or new film, but to me 1t wes
o, enjorables

I wonder 1T I have Torgeiten how to dance? heaven help the
noom wi=l who has Tirst dance with me, she wont be sble to walk for ‘g

about o week after 1t.

ows everrthing at home? Every-body in the best of ‘heﬁlth
i hrme, how have you been keeping yourself? I suppose I wiil be a
atwanger to cverybody when I gat home, mot maﬁy of the old evowd seem GO
ve left.

T heve no ides when I will be leaving England for Australlis,

ahpuldd imecine it wont be Tor a few months ety g0 I sghould bave o

mood chpmee f seeing o fal= bit of gngland Mﬁ‘ame T set out on the last
1am homee T might even be able to et ac-ngs to Iraland Tor n few
dayet
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%ell, H~ry, I think I had better bring thie letter to an ond,

I hope I have not bored you too much.

me 56 often, you have been a meal nall

A oat.

. il = B /“'f{‘,/f/}p(/’

Thanks ogain for weiting to

and I rmeslly sppreciete Jour
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