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end judgments, of the men
s the great uml
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The Royal Dritish i ssociation
upder which

gion i
covering rvices, thousands of vete a
\atter-day combatants meet and bemefit. Its purposes and achievements
u publicised.
a1ly vigorous are o mumber of lesser-knovn associetisns
composed of men who fought in, or became members of, specialised
brenches of the war effort.

Prominent amons these is the

with three branches in Britain and

yal Air Forces

of ilar Association

entities in Canada, New Zealand and Australia.
It is remerkable, after forty years, that far from

acting, the membership incrcases yearly.
to have served in any

The qualification for membership is
lied Air Forces and to have been a prisoner of var.
re bulk of the

of the overall war stratecy
They have

‘branch of the
Because of the nature
membership comprises men who were confined in
adopled for themselves the titlef 'Kr: i from the
Gernan word for prisonenof-war Kriegsgefangener.
When Prince Philip was elected an honorary member at o
sotable dinner in the City during a world-wide reunion 4g=img the
Queen's Jubilee Year he remarked: "I do not believe that anyone who
serienced it can understand vhat life as a kriegie must have been
like. T susvect this is one of the reasons why this Association has ba

mf

58

80 successful.




wIt is really a secret society or, ra’
shares a secret which very few others can hope to penctre
nub of the matter.

This is
h dravs these men foge

The common bond whi her ig composed of
The death casualties in Bomber Command far outstretched
strand of the bond

sharing of the

meny strands.
those of any other arm of the services. So the main
The others are the
the devrivations, the hunger, the cold, the

is gratitude for con .

formidable dengers,
ions, the triumphs, the laughter and, above all,
of freedom and liberty. These are among the

adat: the
he gifts

vhich are shared by men who, in some ceses for many

existed in the clogest proximity under unique conditions.
"There have probably been
uctions and
ngle subject

ore

Agein quoting Prince Philip:

books, films, television end redio programmes, reconst:

exhibitions about prisoner of war camps then any other
But in spite of it ell, we simply do not know what it was really like,
and so fer as I am concerned I cannot force my imagination into an
experience which it simply cennot conceive."
The guardians of those secrets are now greying at the temples
and edging into their sixties.

Bach second Thursday of the month their committee meets on
Strend. United by their experiences

the

upstairs floor of a pub off the
in the vast their minds, nevertheless, are steadfastly set on the
future. Currently, two major events occupy them. Both are scheduled
First, a visit to Toronto in August 1980 with the

for next year.
Second, a grand gala concert at the Royal

Cenadians playing host.
Albert Hall which the committee is organising for Sunday night,
September 14th, 1980, the 40th Anniversary of the Battle of Britain.
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The Committee is already experienced in sho-biz success wih
cially rewarding concerts at the liermaid Theetre and the 01d Vic
ind it. These are among the props o support the objects of the
ssociation. Among those objects a:

0 help financially or in other ways men who served in any
branch of the Allied Air Forces and who were prisoners of war, their
wives, widows, descendants or relations either for the relief of
poverty or for educational purposes.
To promote, maintain, improve and advence education,partichlerly
music education, and to encourage the arts.

To establish ch-rities and schemes...which apeeehamisersdemsic
have reference to the objects of the Association, its members, their
dependents, issue and relations and their welfare, reputation and
commenoration.

The Commiftee, among its many venbures, is presently engaged in

founding a/ M ke bosist young music students on the nursery slopes
of their cc.r"o/* oy seeng a far cry from bombs and barbed wire.
But there is e continuing link, going back %Yo Septeuber 3rd, 19

939,
vihen one of a force of i

ley bombers v
Among the crew who baled out

s shot down over ¥ilhelmsheven,
was an Irishaan, Lerry Slattery. During
the long stretch of his captivity he became famous and loved for his
vhlin play hich beguiled away m r forhhis comrades

After the war he spaced his life as a Civil Servant with a dedication
%o the welfare and agpirations of young people with a talen for music

He also helped to found the Association and became ifs first secretary.

f@rOnes
He is now dead but his neme lives on in the fund oTganised as a tribute
to his talent and generosity.
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It will be apparent 4
much than a talking sh
aemorids
individual member c
nd certainl ne wore so than the
The name of 'Dixie' Dea e and

bundant gratitude no were taken orisoner,
both i itain and the Commony
been an honoured guest on several occasions in

nost-war years ho ha;
Canada, Iew Zealand
and Australia,

ter he v i 40 his perspnalit

10 hed been se;

auickly emerged in a community composed of men v

in those early years of the war for their resource end individus:

By common consent he was elected Camp Lender and occupied this
redoubtable vosition until 1045.

Airorews frequently comorised both Officers
ions equal to their task

and CO's
who shared resvonsibilities on flying mis:
sible that the captain of the
aireraft might be a sorgeant and the observer a Pilot Officer or
Fligat Iiewtenant. In such circun the officer tokichis comnan
from the sergeant. In captivity the two were segregated. NCO's ahd
and were subject to different modes

o than their ramk. It was thus vo

officers occupited separate camps
of treatment.

Deens was an N.C.0. pilot. In the eerly stages he had
few hundred fellow prisoners. By

under his control and guidance a
sted and respected guardian to several

‘the end of the war he was the t:
i midable challenge requiring the tact

‘thousand. His tesk engendered a fi
of a physician, the courage of a solo yachteman, the wisdom of &
the nerve bf a racing driver, the

philosopher, the resource of an inventor,
nt

patience of an angler and the understanding of a priest.




The escnn
The code by which military &ecrets
rough letters %o the British authorities. The
for the safety of prisoners in ultimete emergency.
The increasing domes

and forsaken

aramatics, logistics.

hose wives had given up waiting

merriage. He in fact, the buffer between the captors and
e walked a delicate tightrope across perilou

y in the fact thot the ememy recognised

problens

tives.
feiy net 1
h as an
awiual trust roa ing dey
airmen under Deans'
¢1, near Hanover, across the E:
to a chaotic hal

% nds of
twards from TFallingbo
By ¥his time Germany wes
cans driving in from the West

congent of the area German comsand

Tecklenburg grinding
h the British and Ameri and the
the Bast. With the

ccompanied by n interpreter,

opoosing lines, contocted

picycle, nade a highly
wrney through th

ritish
ire of
ith

serilous o
1 11Q, obtained reassurences concerning the wel
en roturned, sgain through the opposing lines,

Division:
his men and
the necessary orders and disposi
During the post-war years hting his own
multiple sclerosis. He is

nersopal bottle againgt the ra:
But despite his disability he

now committed to a wheel chair
an active part in the effairs of
ande of his wife who accompanies him on
in but on flights across the world to meet old

the Association,with the

plays

devoted assi journeys not
only inside Bri
Comnonwealth colleagues.
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So, with the passin
nues vigorously to vlan e

nnual

arows longer.
As.has been remarl

he gi

vho, temporaril

(
y o 5
s gratitude for life inter

quality is doubly avvreciated

Geprived of it.
In the closing remerks
deorived of your liberty

of his speech

"You were al’

lent of the need to protect

liberty of all your fellow men."
The hope needs no reassurance. The vigilence is there and

11 continue.
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