Operations flown
By
Sergeant Matthew Bean
HOLDEN
R.A.F

Bomber Command

The information recorded is taken via the following official
and un-official documents.

No.218 (Gold Coast) Squadron Operational Records Books Form 540/541.
Bonber Command Loss Car

Comnonwealth War Graves Register, Holland.

Personal files

' IN TIME '




Operation No.1

Sergeants DODD's first operstiors was in the role of Zng Rilot to an experienced squdron
captain. This vas nandatory to all 'Sprogg’ crevs direct frou training.

January 8th 1943. Short Stirling Mk.I N3720 HA:J Target : MINING
Take Off : 17.15hrs Landed 00.45hrs

®/0 COZENS  Pilot

sgt Dopp 2nd Pilot
CHESSEL  Wop/Ag
HOSSICK  Nav.
HALES  Wop/Ag
PIGER  Ag
ANDERSON  Ag
MATHIAS  Fe

ORB Remarks : ' DUTY CARRIED OUT'

SQUADRON REPORT :

NINE CREWS WERE DETAILED AND BRIEFED FOR OPERATIONS TONIGHT. THE EFFORT WAS
GARDENING AND IN FAIRLY GOOD WEATHER 6 CREWS SOWED SEEDS IN ALLOTTED
POSITIONS.

3 CREWS RETURNED EARLY HAVING JETTISONED SAFE. 6000lbs OF SEEDS, 18001b OF
WHICH WILL SEED NO CROP WERE SOWN DURING THIS OPERATION.

occ oot srnwe




Operation No.2

January 14th 1943. Short Stirling Mk.I BF305 Target : LORIENT

Take OFf : 22.30hrs Landed 04.15hrs

DODD
MATHESON Nav
SMITH

PEARCE

LYONS  Ag

JONES g
KILGELLON Fe

ORB Remarks : ' IDENTIFIED VISUALLY IN EXCELLENT WEATHER. MANY FIRES SEEN.
HEAVY FLAK AND SEARCHLIGHTS ENCOUNTERED.'

SQUADRON REPORT :

11 CREWS WERE DETAILED AND BRIEFED FOR OPERATIONS TONIGHT.AIRCRAFTS 'N',P/O
JERROMES, '0' F/LT TREVES AND 'V' SGT WHITE WERE CANCELLED PRIOR TO TAKE
OFF. AIRCRAFTS 'G' AND 'K' WERE ON A GARDENING MISSION AND IN GOOD
VISIBILITY SUCCESSFULLY PLANTED 6 VEGETABLES IN ALLOTTED POSITIONS. THE
MAJOR EFFORT WAS THE SUBMARINE BASE AT LORIENT AND IN GOOD WEATHER 5 CREWS
ATTACKED, 1 HAVING JETTISONED LIVE AND RETURNED EARLY.

GOOD VISIBILITY ENABLED ALL CREWS TO PIN POINT QUIBERON PENINSULA AND
VISUALLY IDENTIFY THE TOWN AND RIVER BLAVET.

PFF FLARES WERE WELL POSITIONED AND TWO LARGE FIRES WERE REPORTED,ONE IN
THE SOUTHERN PART OF THE TOWN NEAR AIMING POINT 'X' AND ONE IN THE NORTHERN
PARYRERVARALS b LRy PTRES | APFRARED O B HARIHO! SEADVRY [N T UILY, T2

REA. FLAK WAS MODERATE AND S/L's INEFFECTIVE. CONSIDERED A GOOD RAID.
50-8i015+5 OF BONBS WERE DROPPED’ DURING OPERATION.




Operation No.3

Mter comletion o the ory Iad pilot operations, gt DOD'S
considered to be experienced enowgh to udertake operatioss
This was  still be wuld be comstantly watch
Sgt DOD'S flying  skills vere in question be would have been
to 28 Squadross

Cowersion Flight for more flying erperieace,
to the rest of the cre

would have  been
a testing time,

h
tis would have also applied

January 15th 1943. Short Stirling Mk.I R9196 HA:G  Target : LORIENT
Take Off 18.05hrs Landed 23.35hrs

HOLDEN

ORB Remarks :

VISIBILITY POOR OVER TARGET AREA. BOMBED THROUGH A BREAK IN CLOUD. GOOD
FIRES SEEN,OPPOSITION WAS INCREASED. FIRST FRESHMAN TR

SQUADRON REPORT

11 CREWS WERE DETAILED FOR OPERATIONS TONIGHT. AIRCRAFT 'V',SGT TOMKINS,
QNING TO UNSERVICEABILITY WAS CANCELLED PRIOR T0 TAKE OFF. 8 CREWS ATTACKED
LORIENT FOR THE SECOND NIGHT IN SUCCESSION AND ALTHOUGH VISIBILITY WAS GOOD
IN THE TARGET AREA THERE WERE SOME PATCHES OF THIN STRATUS WHICH MADE
IDENTIFICATION OF AIMING POINT DIFFICULT. MOST CREWS REPORTED SEEING PFF
INCENDIARY CLUSTERS AND LARGE FIRES BURNING IN TOWN NEAR POINT 'X'. THERE
WAS A APPARENT INCREASE IN DEFENCES FROM PREVIOUS NIGHT,LIGHT FLAK BEING
FAIRLY INTENSE. 74.6001bs OF BOMBS WERE DROPPED DURING THIS OPERATION.




Operation No.4

of the mst comon methods of giviag new crevs operational experiemce was to sead then on
‘Gardening' operations, (tinelaying). This method of operation gave the crews
operate a5 @ individnal crev and gain valuable emperience in the art of mvigation,
Tl ot gty semtar Uo M) awnr pitin, ths givs b cor bl to
his tye of sortie vould build-up the crews
It also gave Bomber Comand a opportumity to
France, Holland, Denmark and Gerany with
elpenenaaﬁ i 40l ety i A gk o ot e ol

January 18th 1943. Short Stirling Mk.I BF385 HA:A  Target : GARDENING

Take Off 17.10hrs Landed 20.50hrs

ORB Remarks : ' DUTY CARRIED OUT '.

SQUADRON REPORT :

4 CREWS WERE DETAILED AND BRIEFED FOR OPERATIONS TONIGHT. THE EFFORT WAS
GARDENING AND ALL CREWS REPORTED HAVING SUCCESSFULLY PLANTED 210001bs OF
SEEDS DURING THIS OPERATION.




Operation No.5

The erer increasing operations flowm against torgets in France, espectally attacks wpon the
and  the increased mimelaying sorties were part of a overall camuign to try
the Gersan U.boat menace. The War Cabinet approved a policy of area bombing the

Uboat bases alosg the west coast of Framce. This mew directive issued in Jamuary 1943 gave

four French Coastal tovns as priority targets, these were : LORIENT - St-NAIAIRE - BREST - Lo

PALLICE,

Bomer Comand undertook a mumber of operstions against these four targets, mamy erperienced
compsiqn for only marginal success. Pressure fron
a large part of Bomber Comands
cangaign over Geraany
Consands  Commanding  Officer,
Gt wd the fu Lokt on ths comei
ontand i Both lorient and §
were repeatedly attacked, danaged was cansed to the surrowdlag tow, hoverer
10 ft re-enforced concrete of the Uboat pens prevented any amaged to the U.boats
towns finally  reduced to ruins with a large musbe Freach
the end of this campaige Grand Aairal Donits t, ' The
ieat bare been rubbed oot 2 main subwarive bases, 10 dog nor et
is left, nothing but the submarine pers remain.
D ity iU ot ibplitieh Ut frc skl ol tiomend of tons of

desperately needed supplies in the Al nev directive ws soon draws, attack the

Ut whle they are eg sssnbled 1t aae, oot ot ws Ty

January 27th 1943. Short Stirling Mk.I N3720 HA:J Target : GARDENING
(Sweet Pea)

Take Off 17.45hrs Landed 21.20hrs

Pilot

HOLDEN
ORB Remarks : 'DUTY CARRIED OUT'.

SQUADRON REPORT

8 CREWS WERE DETAILED AND BRIEFED FOR OPERATIONS TONIGHT.THIS WAS A
GARDENING ~EFFORT. SEVEN CREWS REPORTED HAVING SUCCESSFULLY PLANTED
57.0001bs OF SEEDS IN ALLOTTED POSITIONS,NOTHING HAVING BEEN HEARD OF 8th
IRCRAFT AFTER TAKE-OFF.

# This was Short Stirling Mk.I N6077 HA:V captained by P/0 K.A.Taylor. The
aircraft crashed at Dassel, Germany. The entire crew are buried in
Collective grave 3.h.1i-17 in the Hamover War Caneterycernany.




Operation No.6

8 CREWS WERE DETAILED AND BRIEFED FOR TONIGHTS OPERATION. AIRCRAFT 'S',F/O
BERRIDGE WAS CANCELLED PRIOR TO TAKE OFF. THE TARGET WAS HAMBURG. 8/10 -
10/10th CUMULUS CLOUD 1IN THE TARGET AREA MADE PINPOINTING
INPOSSIBLE, ALTHOUGH ALL CREWS SAW MARKER FLARES. THE SUCCESS OR OTHERWISE
OF THE ATTACK COULD NOT BE ASSESSED BUT ALL CREWS REPORTED A DIFFUSED RED
GLOW IN THE TARGET AREA. ONE OF OUR AIRCRAFT WAS ATTACKED BY A JUSS ON THE
WAY TO THE TARGET AT WHICH THE REAR GUNNER OPENED FIRE. THERE WAS A BLUISH
- WHITE FLASH AND THE E/A DISAPPEARED AND IS CLAIMED AS DESTROYED.

AIRCRAFTS 'H' AND 'J' JETTISONED AND RETURNED EARLY AND NOTHING WAS HEARD
OF AIRCRAFT'S 'E' * AND 'T' #% AFTER TAKE OFF. 47.8801bs OF BOMBS WERE USED
DURING THIS OPERATION.

There {5 some confusion conceraing the individual code letter for BRADG, within the pages
of the OB the code for BRADS is given as both '0' and 'E'. Due to the varions sources of
infornation I have record both ‘0" and 'E" throughout this research.

4 Mrcraft 't ws flow by F/It Treves, RAP. This aircraft crashed fn the Straits of Dover,
an

sally with the loss of all eight of the crew. Their nams are recorded on the Rumpmede

Nesorial Panels.
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