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Pilot Officer James Oliver Christie DFC #J17256 was born near Regina 
Saskatchewan Canada on November 29, 1922.  He enlisted in The RCAF in 1941 
and volunteered for bomber command. On November 10, 1942 after all this training 
was completed he was posted to RAF 50 Squadron. I am told they flew out of 
Lincolnshire.  Shortly after that he began operational missions as a Wireless Air 
Gunner in Lancasters.  His crew flew missions over many heavily defended targets, 
Duisburg, Essen, Keil, Spezia, Stuttgart, Hamburg, Berlin, to name a few.  On 
September 14, 1943, he was awarded the Distinguished Flying Cross.  The citation 
read in part,"Pilot Officer Christie has taken part in many operational sorties against 
most of the enemy's heavily defended German targets. His aircraft has been 
severely damaged on several occasions but this had not diminished his enthusiasm 
for operational flying. At all times this officer's technical ability and devotion to duty 
have been outstanding".  Around June of 1943, He was posted back to the RCAF in 
Canada and began training as a pilot.  As I understand it, he had hoped to return to 
the war has a Spitfire Pilot.  Sadly he was killed in a training accident just south of 
Azure Alberta On April 3, 1944.   
 


