AIR CHIEF MARSHAL SIR A.T. HARRTS. K.C.B., O.B.E., A.F.C.

SPECTAL ORDER OF THE DAY
Men and Women of Bomber Command.

than 5% years ago, within hours of the declaration of War, Bober
e R et enemy.

ou were then but a handful. Inmadequate in svecytitag bub e sl and
Qstermination of the crews for that sombre occasion and for the unknown years of
unosasing battle which 1ay beyond horleons black indseds

the airorems of Bomber Comand, sent your first ton of bombs away on

e selio ol e et pl st e Ll e
Comnand alone. From Declaration of War to Cease Fire a contimuity of battle without

precedent and without relent.

In the Battle of France your every endeavour bore down upon an overwhelming
and triwmphant enemy.

After Dunkirk your Country stood along - in arms but largely unarmed =
Dbetween the Nazi tyramny and domination of the worlde

The Battle of Britain, in which you took a great o
ng Wehrmach

o
defences of the Normandy beach-heads fall to our combined assault,
In the long years between mich was to pass.

Then it was that you, and you for long alone, carried the war ever deepe:
and ever nore furdously nte the heart of the Third Reich. There. the whols night
of the German enemy in undivided strength, and - scarcely less a foe - the ve:
elenents, arrayed against you. You overcome them both.

ugh/885; years, undi by any odds, by any
casualties, night succeeding night, you fought. The Phalanx of the United Nations.

fought alone, as the one force then assailing German soil, you fought
along as individuals - isolated fn youramew stations by the darkness and the murk,
and from all other airoraft in company.

Not for you the hot emalation of high endeavour in the glare and panoply

or martiel empy. "Back crow, each ons in each crew, fought alons through black ot
only, mile Ater oontlmiig mile, By the fiercest barrages ever raised and the

Tnatant sally of the searchlights. In each dark mime of those long miles lurked

menaces.  Fog, 1ce. snow and tempest found you undeterreds

In that loneliness in action lay the final test, the ultimate stretch of
human staunchness and determination.

Your losses mounted through those years. Years in which your chancs of
survival through one spell of operational duty was megligible. Through two periods,
nathematically nil. Nevertheless survivors pressed forverd as volunbeers fo pit their
desperately acquired skill in even a thind period of operations, on special tasks.

0se 5 years and 8 months of continuous VECOGHULRNONS battle over enemy
8011 ‘your casualties over long periods were gricvouss As the count is cleared thome of
Borber Command who gave their lives to bring near to impotence an enemy who had surged

BWIL/oeenrannns




RS i T oo enlils the Tnited latione to deploy
1 array, will be found not less than the total dead of our National Invasion
rmany.

/me-msnee

n the whole history of our National Forces never have so small a band
o BRATIE B support so long such odds. You indeed bore the brunt. %m

ou who survive I would say this. Content yourselves and take credit
A4 Uidse Who perfilied, tat nov the ‘Gesse Fire® Ias sounded countless homes within
me back a father, a husbend or a son whose life, but for your
Yo 4t Flond s meiA Speunadly have Ramn arpemisd during: lang
further years of agony to achieve a victory already ourSe No Allied Nation is clear of
this debt to you

1 cannot here expound your full achievements.
our attacks on the industrial centres of Northern xnz,y did much toward the

oolisyes S el T Tars etk ratos 1o North Africa, to further imvasion
Ttalian mainland,

Of the German enemy two to three million fit men, potentially vast armies,
were eonti.ruou.]y held throughout the war in direct and indirect defence against your
assaults. A great part of her industrial war effort went towards fending your attacks.

You struck a oritical proportion of the weapons of war from enemy hands. On
every front.

You imucbilised armies, leaving them shorn of suppliss, reinforcements,
Tesources and rese¥VeS; the easier prey to our advancing Foroe

You eased and abetted the passage of our troops over major obstacklé~s.
You blasted the ememy from long prepared defences where he cssayed to hold. On the
'A% the hings of the battle of Caens In the jews of the Palaise Cap.
f the enemy-held Channel ports, St. Vith, Houffalize, and the
In battle after battle you sped our amies to success at
A AR S o 5 e i b e
eneny, have called your attacks decisive.

normously disrupted every enemy means of commuication, the very 1i
blood of his military and aconomic machines, Railways, canals and every form of transport|
fll first to decay and then to chaos under your assaults.

You 8o shattered the enemy's oil plants as to deprive him of all but the
final trickle of fuel. His airoraft became earthbound, his road transport ceased to
fighting vehicles lay helpless outside the battle, or fell immobilised

hands. His strategio and tactical plans failed through inability toMoves

From his war industries suplies of ore, coal, steel, fine metels, airoraft,
guns, ammunition, tanks vehicles and every ancillary equipment dwindled under your
attaoks.

At the very orisis of the invasion of Nommandy, you virtually annihilated
rman naval surface, forces then in the Channel, a hundred oraft and more fell
victin to those three attacks.

sask of Biagol & Largs. bt Jat.untotaliad mumber.of.snemy, subserizes
in s Pon- “aaa by sine-1aying 1h

You interfered widely and repeatedly with his submarine training programmes.

Wit scouracy, of ou hit, and burst
through every carapace which he could devise to protect his ‘baatineg 1o haroours

By your attacks en inland industries and coastal ship yards you csused
hundreds of his submerines to be still borne

Touz wine, layiag threughont.the snemyin.aee atessyouoibhontiing 4 el avdziand
waters, and his Ports, confounded his sea traffic and burst his canals, Prom  Norway
throughout the Baltio, foon Jutiand so.the Gironds, on the coasts of Italy and North
Afrioca you laid and relaid the minefields. The wreckage of the e

merchant fleets litters and encusbers his sea lanes and dookyards.

shipd, and many more as ya‘é;‘unm, fell casualty to your mine




=

o hunted and harried his major varships from hide to hide. You put out
of umm, ‘gutted or sank most of them.
By your attacks on Stations, Fact and
Piring Sites you long postponed and much reduced the V. weapon attacks. You sverted
$oll of death and destruction from your countrye

With it a1l you never ceased to rot the very Beart out of the enemy's war
resources and resistance.

His Capfal and near 100 of his cities and towns including nearly all of
leading war industrial importanse lie in utter ruin, together with the greater part
of the war industry which they supporteds

brought to nought the enemy's original advantége of an industrial
might m:x-xnsmm,v greater than ours and supported by the labour of captive millions,
now set

or the first time in more than a century you have brought ho
habitual Awnnor of Burope the full and aorid flavours of war, so o he perquiaxts
of his vict:

A11 this, and much more, have you achieved during these 5} years of contimious
battle, despite all opposition from an enemy disposing of many a geographical and
strategical advantage with which to exploit an initial Suparidrity in mubers.

Men frog every part of the Eupire and of most of the Allied Nations fought
in our tanks. Indeed a band of brothers

In the third year of war the Eighth Bomber Comand, and the Fifteenth Bomber
Command, U.3.A.A.F. fron their Mediterrenesn muimx bases, ranged themsclves at our side,
zealous in extending every mitual aid, vieing in every assault upon our como
Especially they played the leading part in sweeping the enemy fighter s o
our path and, finally, out of the siies.

Nevertheless, mothing that the orews accomplished - andit was mich and
dowisive = could have been achieved without the devoted service of every men and woman in
the Command.

Those who tended the sircraft, mostly in the open, through six bitter winters
Endless intrioacles n a prolonged misery of wet and cold. They rightly earn

the implicit trust of the orews. They set extraordinary records of airoraft servicea-

bility

who manned the Stations, Operational Headquarters, Supply lines and

Those
copgunicationse

The Pilots of the Photographic Reconnaisance Units without whdse lonely
ventures far and wide over emy terkitory we should have been largely powerless to plan
or to atrika.

The Operational Crew training organisation of the Command which through these
and nigat never ailed, in the facs of every airficulty
mstantly expanding

ously producing near 20,000 additional trained airorew for the raising
roiuforonent of sone 5 extre siadrons, formed in the Command and despatohed for
service in other Comands at home and overseas.

The men and women of the Meteorological Branch who attained prodigious
amotitudes 1n a fickle art and stood brave on assertion where science is inexact.
Time and again they saved us from worse than the enemy could ever have achieved.
Their record is outstanding.

he meteorological reconnaissance pilots, who flew through anything and
everything in search of the feasible.

e Operational Research Sections vhoss meticulous iuvestigation of every
detail of wer_y attack provided data for the continuous confounding eneny and
the consistent reduction of our own casualties.

The soientists, especially those of the Telecommnications Research
Estsblishment, who placed in unending successfion in our hands the technical means to




-

resolys aur problems and to confuse the every parry of the enemy. Without their
and their labours beyond doubt we could not have prevaileds

The Works Services who engineered for Bomber Command alone 2,000 miles of
runway track and road, with all that goes with ther

The works Staff, Designers and Workers, who equipped and Te-equipped us for
Battle, Their efforts, their honest workmanship, kept in our hands indeed a Shining
Sword,

To all of you T would say how proud I am to have served in Bomber Command
fole 4% years and to have been your Commander-in-Chief through more than three years of
Saga.
our task in the German war is now con leted. Famously have you fought. Well
have you dhgacind o your country and her Allies.

(Signed) A.T. HARRIS.
Alr Chief Marshal,
~in-Chief,
BOWBER COMAND.
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