
JOHN ELLIOTT’S 550 SQUADRON OPERATIONS 
 

No. Date Aircraft Target Day / 
night 

Remarks 

- 12.6.44 PA995/BQ-K - Day 10 mins. Circuits and 
landings. 

 13.6.44 LL748/BQ-J - Night 4 hrs 24 mins. Night cross 
country 

1 14.6.44 ED562/BQ-G Le Havre E-
boats 

Day 3 hrs 36 mins. 1st Bomber 
Command daylight op since 
May '43. 221 Lancs, 1 lost 

2 16.6.44 ED905/BQ-F 
“Press on 

Regardless” 

Sterkrade 
synthetic oil 
plant 

Night 4 hrs 39 mins. 3 x 550 Sqn 
aircraft lost; LL747/BQ-P all 
POW, LM134/BQ-H all lost, 
ME840/BQ-V 1 evaded, rest 
lost 

- 17.6.44 ED562/BQ-G - Night 4 hrs 1 min. Night cross 
country 

- 18.6.44 EE139/BQ-B 
“Phantom of the 

Ruhr” 

- Day 22 mins. Air test 

- 19.6.44 BQ-H - Day 10 mins. Aircraft delivered 
from Elsham Wolds 

- 22.6.44 ED562/BQ-G Mimoyecques 
V-weapons 
site 

Day 1 hr 38 mins. Aborted due to 
starboard inner engine failure. 
1 x 550 Sqn aircraft lost, 
LL838/BQ-S all OK, bailed 
out over England 

3 23.6.44 ED562/BQ-G Saintes 
railway yard 

Night 7 hrs 4 mins. Bombed from 
8,000 ft at 02.11 

4 24.6.44 ED562/BQ-G Flers Night 3 hrs 20 mins. Illuminated 
attack by FW 190, evadede 

5 27.6.44 ED562/BQ-G Chateau 
Bernapre V1 
site 

Night 3 hrs 50 mins. Coned; 
engaged by ground units, 
attacked with flak. Returned 
on 3 engines 

- 28.6.44 ED562/BQ-G - Day 19 mins. Air test 
6 29.6.44 ED562/BQ-G Domlegger 

V1 site 
Day 3 hrs 7 mins 

7 30.6.44 ED562/BQ-G Vierzon V1 
site 

Day 3 hrs 48 mins. Returned on 3 
engines. 118 Lancs 14 lost 

8 2.7.44 ED562/BQ-G Domlegger 
V1 site 

Day 3 hrs 31 mins. Damaged by 
flak 

9 4.7.44 ED562/BQ-G Orleans 
railway 

Night 5 hrs 37 mins. 1 x 550 Sqn 
aircraft lost on take-off, 
LM229/BQ-S, all OK 



No. Date Aircraft Target Day / 
night 

Remarks 

10 6.7.44 ED562/BQ-G Foret de Croc 
Neufchatel 
V1 site 

Night 3 hrs 29 mins 

11 7.7.44 ED562/BQ-G Caen SS 
Panzer 
Division 

Night 3 hrs 54 mins. Damaged by 
flak, diverted. 1 x 550 Sqn 
aircraft lost, LL850/BQ-L 
landed Manston, all OK 

- 11.7.44 ED905/BQ-F 
“Press on 

Regardless” 

- Day 51 mins. Training - air test, 
map reading. 

12 12.7.44 ED562/BQ-G Revigny 
railway 

Night 9 hrs 30 mins. Bombed from 
8,000 ft at 01.53. Port inner 
U/S.  Bailed out at 3,000 ft on 
return due to fog and low 
fuel. 3 x 550 Sqn aircraft lost, 
LL796/BQ-O all lost, 
LM647/BQ-S 1 injured rest 
lost; aircraft had only been 
delivered 8 days previously 

- 17.7.44 LL831/BQ-U - Day 40 mins. Ferried crew to 
Methwold, returned to base. 

13 18.7.44 LM228/BQ-G2 
“We Dood It” 

Sannerville Day 4 hrs 2 mins. Target well 
pranged. Close support to 2nd 
Army. 1 x 550 Sqn aircraft 
lost, DV279/BQ-M, pilot lost, 
rest bailed out over Norfolk 

- 20.7.44 LM228/BQ-G2 
“We Dood It” 

Wizernes V2 
site 

Day Flt Sgt C J Fuller replaced 
John as WOp 

- 23.7.44 LM228/BQ-G2 
“We Dood It” 

- Day 23 mins. Formation. 

14 23.7.44 LM228/BQ-G2 
“We Dood It” 

Kiel U-boat 
docks 

Night 4 hrs 57 mins. Heavy flak. 
Target well pranged. 

15 2.8.44 LM228/BQ-G2 
“We Dood It” 

Le Havre U-
boat docks 

Day 3 hrs 34 mins. Moderate flak. 
Very good bombing results 

16 3.8.44 LM228/BQ-G2 
“We Dood It” 

St Leu / 
Trossy V1 
store site 

Day 4 hrs 35 mins. Very heavy 
flak 

17 5.8.44 LM228/BQ-G2 
“We Dood It” 

Pauillac oil 
refinery 

Day 8 hrs 5 mins. No opposition.  
Crossed Channel at 50 ft. 
Diverted to Sandtoft. 

- 6.8.44 LM228/BQ-G2 
“We Dood It” 

- Day 20 mins. Returned from 
Sandtoft to base 
 
 



No. Date Aircraft Target Day / 
night 

Remarks 

18 7.8.44 LM228/BQ-G2 
“We Dood It” 

Fontenay 
Normandy 
battle area 

Night 3 hrs 35 mins. Diverted to 
Oakley 
 

- 8.8.44 LM228/BQ-G2 
“We Dood It” 

- Day 50 mins. Returned to base 

19 10.8.44 LM228/BQ-G2 
“We Dood It” 

Dugny 
aviation fuel 
depot, Paris 

Day 5 hrs 10 mins. Moderate but 
accurate flak. Nearly hit by 
bombs from Halifax overhead 

20 11.8.44 LM228/BQ-G2 
“We Dood It” 

Douai railway 
yards 

Day 4 hrs 30 mins. Very good 
bombing 

21 15.8.44 LM228/BQ-G2 
“We Dood It” 

Le Culot night 
fighter 
airfield, 
Brussles 

Day 3 hrs 24 mins. Airfield well 
pranged 

22 16.8.44 LM228/BQ-G2 
“We Dood It” 

Stettin port 
and factories 

Night 8 hrs 20 mins 

23 18.8.44 LM228/BQ-G2 
“We Dood It” 

Ghent, 
Terneuzen, 
Ertvelde 
Rieme oil 
depot 

Night 3 hrs 15 mins 

- 21.8.44 ED905/BQ-F 
“Press on 

Regardless” 

- Day 1 hr 5 mins. Training. Air-sea 
firing, bombing, formation 

24 25.8.44 LM228/BQ-G2 
“We Dood It” 

Russelsheim, 
Ruhr, Opel 
works 
 

Night 8 hrs 40 mins. 412 aircraft 15 
lost 

25 26.8.44 LM228/BQ-G2 
“We Dood It” 

Kiel U-boat 
docks 

Night 5 hrs 20 mins. Extensive 
fighter activity. Flt Sgt 
Tapsell flew as 2nd pilot. 372 
aircraft 17 lost 

26 28.8.44 LM228/BQ-G2 
“We Dood It” 

Wemars 
Cappel V1 
site 

Day 3 hrs 20 mins. 10 aircraft 
only. Little opposition. 1 x 
550 Sqn aircraft lost, 
PA991/BQ-E 4 POW 3 lost; 
last fatal casualties in V1 
campaign 

- 30.8.44 EE139/BQ-B 
“Phantom of the 

Ruhr” 

- Day 3 hrs 5 mins. Bullseye mock-
up. Testing radar equipment 
with captured Ju.88G 
 
 
 



No. Date Aircraft Target Day / 
night 

Remarks 

27 31.8.44 LM228/BQ-G2 
“We Dood It” 

Agenville V2 
site 

Day 4 hrs 5 mins. Bad weather 
conditions. 1 x 550 Sqn 
aircraft lost, NF962/BQ-V all 
lost 

- 13.9.44 PD319 - Day 10 mins. Ferrying. Elsham 
Wolds to base 

- 15.9.44 NG132 - Day 10 mins. Ferrying. Elsham 
Wolds to base 

28 16.9.44 LM228/BQ-G2 
“We Dood It” 

Steenwijk 
fighter airfield 

Night 3 hrs 55 mins. Support for 
Operation Market Garden. 
Listed as PD319/G in ORB, 
believed to be incorrect as it 
did not fly its first op with the 
squadron until 5/6 Oct 

29 20.9.44 LM228/BQ-G2 
“We Dood It” 

Sangatte troop 
positions 

Day 3 hrs 5 mins. . Listed as 
PD319/G in ORB, believed to 
be incorrect 

- 23.9.44 LM228/BQ-G2 
“We Dood It” 

Neuss Night 3 hrs 20 mins. Aborted, GEE 
u/s. . Listed as PD319/G in 
ORB, believed to be incorrect 

- 25.9.44 LM228/BQ-G2 
“We Dood It” 

Calais Day 3 hrs 35 mins. Abandoned. . 
Listed as PD319/G in ORB, 
believed to be incorrect 

30 26.9.44 LM228/BQ-G2 
“We Dood It” 

Sodit, Cap 
Gris Nez, gun 
sites 

Day 3 hrs 10 mins. . Listed as 
PD321/G in ORB, believed to 
be incorrect as it did not fly 
its first op with the squadron 
until 3 Oct 

 
 
 
Aircraft notes 
 
ED562 – 11 op. Abandoned over Suffolk 12.7.44 
ED905 – 1 op. Written off Lindholme 20.8.45. 
LM228 – 15 ops. Struck off charge for scrap 23.3.46. 
NG132  - Shot down in the River Humber by an intruder 17.3.45 
PA995 – Missing on Dessau raid 7.3.45, the 101st op for this sircraft 
PD319 – 2 ops. Missing on Duisburg raid 14.10.44. 
PD321 – 1 op. Struck off charge for scrap 22.5.47. 
 
“We Dood It” name and cartoon carried by LM228.   
 
 



Crew 
 
Flt Lt Jim Lord DFC – pilot 
Fg Off John “Jock” Elliott – WOp 
R168752 Flt Sgt R “Bob” Sebaski – navigator 
Sgt K W C “Ken” Down – flight engineer 
R172919 Flt Sgt G A “Gus” Vass – bomb aimer 
Sgt P J “Pat” Sculley – mid-upper gunner 
A420728 Flt Sgt A J Jack Schomberg – rear gunner 


