Fit Lt Michael Myers Wayman (89359) 139 (Jamaica) Squadron

In 1939 Mike's parents, Myers born on the 29th Nov 1890 a Master Funeral Director and Margaret
W. born 6th April 1890 and daughter Pamela born on the 8th May 1923 were living at a house called
Coanwood, Sea Lane in Sunderland. Myers had married Margaret W Bland in 1910 in Darlington.

Coanwood

Mike's grandparents Myers born in 1868 in Sunderland and Jane also born in Sunderland were living
on Gisland St. Bishopwearmouth in 1891. Myers was a Joiner.

In 1901 they were living at 27 Vicarage Terrace in Sunderland and Myers was a Funereal Finisher. In
addition to son Myers born in 1890 they have children Fawcitt born in 1896, Hector born 1901 and
Jean born in 1899 - all in Sunderland.

Fawcitt Wayman MC served in WW1 as a Captain in 20th Battalion Durham Light Infantry and was
killed in 1917 aged 21.

Hector became a dentist in 1925 and married Ethel in Dartford in 1926. They had two sons.

Jean Wayman married Major S Ashley Austin of the East Yorks Regt. in 1942 in Bridlington where she
was headmistress of a school for girls. Jean had attained a Batchelor of Science. As well as being
headmistress she was also serving as a nurse in the Red Cross. During WW1 Jean was an analytical
chemist for the war effort at a time where women chemists were few and far between.

Myers started school in 1900 and throughout his education attended Chester Road Boys School. On
the 6th July 1916 the Sunderland Echo reported :

Myers Wayman, Funeral Director of 27 Vicarage Tce, Chester Rd has received word that his elder son
Capt Myers Wayman of the DLI has been seriously wounded and is in hospital. Later information
shows that the captain is suffering from a wound in the calf of his leg. Another telegram he received
at noon today informs him that his second son Second Lieutenant Fawcitt Wayman of the same
battalion as his brother has also been wounded. Fortunately his wound is slight and he remains on
duty.

He became mayor of Sunderland in november 1938. He was awarded a Knighthood in July 1945 in
recognition of 5 hard years of being mayor and Chairmanship of the Council's Emergency Committee
and many others during the war. He was also awarded an OBE and was a Grand Master in the
Freemasons. He died in 1959



L
Capt. Fawcitt Wayman MC 20th Bn Durham Light Infantry WW1 - Durham Record Office
The Sunderland Echo August 10th 1917:

Mr Myers Wayman has received news from the War Office that his second son Captain & Adjutant
Fawcitt Wayman MC was killed in action on the 1st of August. Capt Wayman who was only 21 and
was educated at the Bede Collegiate school, and in 1915 obtained a commission in the Durhams.
After training with the regiment for some time he was sent to France in May 1916. Two months later
he was wounded and in the following September took part in the Battle of the Somme. There, he was
again wounded and awarded the Military Cross for gallantry while in charge of a covering party. Capt
Wayman was hom three weeks ago and only recently promoted.

Colonel Myers Wayman 20th Bn Durham Light Infantry WW1 - Durham Record Office

Michael Myers Wayman was born in Sunderland in 1915. He had the following siblings: Pamela born
in Hendon in 1923, Brenda born in Wetherby in 1921 and Marjorie who was born in Auckland in 1916
and died the same year.

Michael Myers Wayman

Michael married Ethel Pauline Cork in Eton Buckinghamshire on the 4th November 1939. They
married in Burnham Parish church. The bride was given away by her father and wore a French grey
coat and hat to match and held a spray of lillies of the valley and parma violets. The reception was



held at the Cork's home, 'Lurley' Dawes East Rd in Burnham, which is the town the couple planned to
live. The best man was Sergt. David Stewart of the RAF. At that time, Mike was working for Coca Cola
and travelled extensively in Europe. He rowed at Eton Excelsior Rowing Club on the Thames where
his wife was introduced to him by her brothers who also rowed at the club. At the time of his death,
the couple were living in Norwich.

Mike's sister Pamela married Rory Henniker-Gotley in Kensington in 1949. They had 3 children -
Adam J 1954, Georgia B 1959 and Katharine L in 1956. Pamela died in Wales in 1987.

Mike's sister Brenda married Gerrit Neef in Eton in 1947. They had 2 children, Humphrey in 1949
living in Berkshire and Cary in 1951 living in Guildford. Michael's wife remarried and had a daughter
called Kate Ashby who has very kindly provided documents and photographs for IBCC.
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21st Squadron:



Motto: "By Strength We Conquer"
Crew: P/O Wayman, P/O Cotton and Sgt Peggs

1) 13th April 1941: Blenheim V6035 (three aircraft)ake off 16:15h Return 17:00h Navigation error -
Task abandoned owing to lateness in getting off. Impossible to reach target area at same time as
main Bomber force.

2) 16th April 1941: Blenheim V6035 Sweep between ijmuiden and Vlieland Take off 15:45h Return
18:50h Aircraft dropped bombs within 25ft of 500 ton cargo ship. Two aircraft attacked 3 fishing
vessels, 12 miles north of the Hague - believed damaged.

Until 1942 Vlieland like Terschelling was part of North Hilland. During the Second World War it
became part of the German Atlantic Wall. The Germans built 2 anti-aircraft batteries there.

3) 18th April 1941: Blenheim V6035 Take off 16:20h Return 20:00h Eight aircraft were detailed to
attack Heligoland. Intercepted convoy 5/6000 ton, 4,000 ton and three 2000 tons escorted by three
Flak ships. Two other ships attacked but 2 aircraft were shot down. P/O Marshall's aircraft was last
seen on fire and Dunnings aircraft dived into the sea. Further four aircraft were detailed to attack
shipping at Le Havre. One aircraft attacked a group of 4 barges and 3 escort vessels. One aircraft
attacked a group of 6 E-Boats. Intense flak experienced.

4) 26th April 1941: Blenheim V6372 Take off 07:08h Return 10:45h Aircraft detailed to attack
shipping between Schiermonnikoog and Vlieland. Attacked 4000 ton and convoy of three 4000 ton
and smaller vessels escorted by three Flak ships. Ship claimed damaged. One aircraft bombed a flak
ship, but missed. The other two aircraft dropped bombs on a flak ship off Schiermonnikoog but
missed.

5) 28th April 1941: Blenheim V6372 Take off 06:15 Return 10:30h Aircraft detailed to search for
shipping between Brehat and Plougnerneau. No targets found.

6) 30th April 1941: Blenheim V6372 Take Off 05:30h Return 07:17h Detailed to seartch for shipping
between the Hague and Flushing. They came upon a convoy 7 miles west of the Hague consisting of
8,000 ton target, 3 Flak ships and 2 ships. Sgt Dewing was shot down but landed on the sea near the
convoy. Backed by two ME110s but attacked the tankers and escorts. One aircraft hit during run-in.

7) 2nd May 1941: Blenheim 6361F Take off 17:42h Return 19:37h Detailed to attack enemy shipping
off the Dutch coast. Nothing observed.

8) 4th May 1941: Blenheim 5580X Take off 06:40h Return 11:31h Detailed to make daylight attack on
shipping off the Dutch coast. Observed vessels in vicinity and attacked.

9) 8th May 1941: Blenheim 6398A Night attack on shipping - 4 aircraft set out to attack shipping in
the Scheldt Estuary with Flushing Docks as the alternative. Aircraft A dropped 4 bombs on the docks.
Bursts were observed followed by brilliant red explosions lasting two mins. Considerable difficulty
was experienced from red flares and searchlights.

Pilot Officer Wayman, P/O Cotton, Sgt Peggs posted from 21Sqn Watton to 90 Squadron, on the 24th
May 1941. Squadron Leader Andy McLaren took over P/O Wayman's crew and started training with



them immediately. McLaren like Wayman was an ex-Blenheim bomber pilot. The crew trained
intensively together during the whole of June.

On the 6th June Churchill visited the squadron and had lunch. Officers were present. Accompanying
him among others were: Attlee, Portal and Sholto-Douglas.

90th Squadron Operations:

Motto: "Swift"

CREW:

S/Ldr Andy McLaren, P/0 Wayman, P/O Boast, Sgt Peggs, Sgt Weil, Sgt Street, Sgt Jones.

10) 8th July 1941: Fortress AN519 'H' Target Wilhelmshaven ( firt daylight raid on this target, carried
out by 3 bombers of 90th Sgn) Take off 15:00h Return 18:55h. Aircraft 'G' & 'C' attacked the primary
target between 16:50h and 17:00h from 28,000ft and 30,000ft respectively. Aircraft 'G' dropped
demolition bombs and aircraft 'C' had 2 X 1100Ib to release. Two bursts were observed on the target
and a stick of 4 bombs was seen with the first bomb 250yds west of the Bauhafen and the others at
at 150yd intervals. Electrical failure of both cameras prevented photographs being taken. The
astrodome in 'G' froze up at 18,000ft and made fire control impossible. Two enemy aircraft believed
to be ME109s were seen 40 miles north of Terschelling at 30,000ft, 2000ft below our aircraft. They
climbed and approached on the starboard beam closing to about 600-800yds and one of them
appeared to go into an involuntary spin and was seen still spinning about 600ft below. The second
aircraft broke off the attack and followed the first one down. No fire was exchanged. Aircraft 'H'
experienced loss of oil at 28,000ft and abandoned the primary task, attacking Norderney from this
height at 16:45h 4 X 1100lb bombs were dropped and bursts were seen on the sand about 500yds
from the town. Photographs were taken of Norderney, but the bomb bursts were not shown. Lateral
flutter due to oil freezing on the tail plane and building up towards 7" thick and consequently
vibration was experienced after bombing. This was eventually overcome by losing height to 15,000ft
at which height the oil thawed and cleared the tail plane. All aircraft were feathered in succession
but this had no apparent effect on the vibration.

Norderney is one of the seven populated East Frisian Islands off the North Sea coast of Germany.

11) 23rd July 1941: Fortress AN523 'D' Target High Altitude Berlin. Take off 09:00h Return 12:35h
Three aircraft 'F' 'D' and 'C' set off to make a high altitude attack on Berlin but owing to 10/10ths of
heavy cumulus cloud with tops up to 20,000ft and thunder and lightning, the task was abandoned.
The formation leader signalled the other aircraft to return to base. Brought back bomb loads.

12) 24th July 1941: Fortress AN523 'D' Target High altitude attack on the Battle Cruisers Scharnhorst
and Gneisenau in the harbour at Brest. This would, it was hoped draw up German fighters
prematurely. Attacks were carried out between 14:00h and 14;10h from heights of 30,000ft (aircrafts
'F' & 'D') and 32,000ft aircraft 'C'. Each aircraft dropped 4 X 1100lb bombs. Bursts were observed on
the torpedo startion along the west side of the quay at Rade Abri and on the outer corner of the dry
dock. Photographs were taken. Two single engine enemy fighters were seen some distance away,
and 3 ME109s were seen climbing steeply towards the Boeings and were soon lost to sight and no
contact was made. Some heavy flak was observed below and behind our aircraft. During this raid of



79 Wellingtons, 18 Hampdens and 3 Fortresses of 90 Squadron, six hits were claimed on the
Gneisenau. The German fighter opposition was stronger and more prolonged than expected. 12

aircraft lost.

Mike 5th Airman from left in body of truck - back row - leaving for raid on Brest - Pathé News

13) 12th August 1941: Fortress AN532 'J' High Altitude attack on Cologne. Take off 09:??h Return
13:25h The main object of this sortie was to create diversion and draw the attention of enemy
fighters away from the Blenheim formation which were making low level attacks on the power
station at Knapsack, the biggest power station in Europe with twice the capacity of Battersea and
Quadrath power station in daylight 150 miles across Germany at tree-top height without fighter
escort. Fortress aircraft 'D' attacked KOOY aerodrome from 32,000ft with 4X1100lb bombs. Results
were unobserved owing to cloud cover over the target after release of the bombs. No opposition was
encountered. Aircraft 'C' abandoned target at 14,000ft over Oxford as his No2 engine exhaust pipe
was useless and had caused his supercharger to fail. Bombs were brought back. Aicraft 'J' successfully
reached Cologne and because of cloud cover, aimed his bombs (4X1100lb) at a built up area 3000yds
NE of his primary target. Bomb bursts were not seen. Three bombs were released late. Attack was
made from 34,000ft. Aircraft 'M' attacked Emden from 33,000ft, cloud drifted over the target on the
bombing run and bombs were released on e.t.a. Results were not seen owing to cloud cover. No
opposition encountered.

14) 16th August 1941: Fortress AN532 'J' Target was an attack on the Scharnhorst & Gneisenau
Battlecruisers at Brest by Fortresses 'J)' & 'D'. Take off 09:03h Return 12:55h The aircraft set off
together. Aircraft 'J' attacke at 35,000ft with 4 X 1100lb demolition bombs (American). Bursts were



not observed owing to cloud the target area and the only opposition encountered was slight flak
which was inaccurate. Aircraft 'D' attacked from 32,000ft slightly later and from further West,
dropping 4X1100lb bombs. Results unobserved and immediately after leaving the target area, they
were attacked by two HE113s and 5 ME109s. The upper backwards firing gun was useless and after
the enemy aircraft engaged our aircraft the two back gunners and wireless op were wounded.
Persistent attacks were met and the Fortress was considerably damaged. The pilot could not climb
and so began to lose height and take evasive action. Attacks continued down to 6000ft by which time
the aircraft was nearing the English coast. Owing to damage to the aircraft and the fact that some of
the crew were badly wounded, Pilot Sturmey decided to make a forced landing at Roborough
(Portsmouth). On landing the aircraft overshot and caught fire. Sgt Sidney Ambrose (646435) 21y, Sgt
Michael John Leahy (647891) 19y and Sgt Harold Needle (983086) 21y all died as a result of combat.

In a BBC interview Observer Tony Mulligan recounted " Three minutes after our bombs had gone
F/Sgt Fred Goldsmith called out there were enemy fighters coming up from the starboard quarter.
They closed in and no part of the Fortress was not hit. A petrol tank was punctured, bomb doors
thrown open, flaps out of action, tail tab shot away, tail wheel stuck half way down, brakes not
working, only one aileron any good and the rudder almost out of control. The centre of the fuselage
was a tangle of wires and broken cables, square feet of the wings had been shot away"

Despite being badly wounded in the hand and leg, FIt/Sgt Goldsmith continued calling out the enemy
position so Pilot Frank Sturmey could take evasive action. At one point, wishing to help the wounded
crew members he tried to cross the open bomb bay to give first aid, but it was impossible for him
and also Mulligan who tried wearing a parachute, in the event he fell through the huge hole, but it
was impossble. Sgt Needle had been hit in the stomach by cannon fire as he tried to fire his frozen
gun. Despite his terminal wounds Harold Needle continued as wireless operator to signal to base. As
they reached the shores of England, black smoke was pouring from the bomber. Sturmey had to land
on a small airfield and it was testimony to the crews courage they even got there.

15) 19th August 1941: Fortress AN532 'J' Target High altitude attack on Dusseldorf Take off 05:42h
Return 08:45h Both aircraft took off to attack targets as ordered but aircraft 'C' abandoned task at
35,000ft, because all the guns except the 2 lower rear and 2 of the forward 3" were frozen and could
not be fixed and persistent vapour trails had formed. 4X1100lb bombs brought back to base. Aircraft
') abandoned task due to persistent vapour trails and 10/10 cloud over the Dutch coast. Bombs
brought back.

16) 21st Aug 1941: Fortress AN532 'J' Target High Altitude attack on Dusseldorf. Take off 06:55
Return 10:15h Aircraft 'M' abandoned when in Flushing area because of persistent condensation
trails and 9/10 10/10 cloud cover. Both beam guns, starboard upper and port lower guns frozen.
Bombs brought back. Aircraft 'J' experienced engine trouble when over Dodrecht at 36,000ft. The
turbo superchargers on both inboard engines failed. Bombs were jettisoned in the North Sea and
aircraft returned to base.

17) 29th Aug 1941: Fortress AN532 'M' Target Dusseldorf Take off 06:20h Return 09:37h One aircraft
unable to take off - running away of turbo supercharger No1l engine causing excessive smoke.
Wayman's aircraft was forced to abandon owing to condensation trails and 10/10 cloud, together
with loss of Manifold pressure on No2 and No3 engines. Bombs brought back to base.

18) 31st Aug 1941: Fortress AN532 'J' High altitude attack on Kiel Take off 14:51h Return 19:51h This
was the only 90th Squadron on the raid. Aircraft 'J' took off to attack as ordered, but was unable to
reach objective due to turbo trouble developing on No1,3 and 4 engines. Heavy and accurate flak



was encountered at Heligoland and aircraft proceeded to Den Helder but was unable to bomb owing
to cloud. 2X1100Ib bombs were brought back. No fighters or vapour trails were observed.

19) 15th Sept 1941: Fortress 'M' High altitude attack on Cologne Take off 13:05h Return 16:00h
Aircraft took off for target as ordered but encountered vapour trails at 32,000ft and abandoned
operation. Vapour trails made by enemy aircraft were observed turning towads our aircraft. Bombs
brought back.

The daylight career of 90 Squadron and its Fortresses was brought to a halt less than 2 months after
it had started. The aircraft had little success in the high altitude daylight role.

139 Squadron Operations:

Formed in May 1942:139 Squadron Motto "We Destroy At Will". A Jamaican newspaper started a
fund to buy bombers for Britain and in recognition of money raised, it was decided to link Jamaica
with a squadron. In June 1942 this squadron began flying the Mosquito

Crew:
Michael Myers Wayman Pilot and Gordon Sampson Clear Observer

20) 13th Oct 1942: Mosquito Z314 Target Recce of Hengelo, Holland. Take off 10:50h Return 12:35h
Weather reported not favourable ie: just a clear day.

21) 15th Oct 1942: Mosquito 4072 Target diversion attack on the Docks at Den Helder. The only
aircraft detailed to go. Whist diversion attack proceeded with the main attack on the Stork Engine
Diesel Works at Hengelo. The Docks were successfully attacked. Too dark for photography. Slight
inaccurate flak.

22) 25th Oct 1942: Cloud cover raid on Osnabruck. Task abandoned due to lack of cloud cover.

23) 6th Dec 1942: Mosquito DZ373 Target Phillips Radio & Valve Factory - Eindhoven. Wayman's
Observer on this raid was F/Lt C K Hayden DFC (kia 9th July 1943) Take off 11:21h Return 14:00h
Bomber Command sent 93 aircraft on this raid. The raid was deliberately chosen to be on a Sunday
to cause less casualties of Dutch civilians in the factory. Full production after this raid was not
reached for six months. Flew low level to target as part of formation of Moquito aircraft led by
W/Cdr Edwards of 103 Squadron. Target successfully bombed and method of attack was to climb to
2000ft when 4 miles from the target and release bomb load. 4X 500lb bombs released in shallow dive
at 1000ft. Evasive action was taken immediately after bombing by descending to ground level. Light
flak was experienced at target but this was ineffective. Aircraft then made for base and made
successful landing. Mike attacked at 12:33h and the bombs were seen falling on the Glass Works and
Radio erecting works. The end of the Component factory collapsed causing smoke and flames.

24) 12th Feb 1943: Mosquito. Target Armaments works at Liege. Take off 16:40? Return 19:00??
Bombed target. Flashes were seen on the target but actual results were not observed due to lights.
Leader W/C Shand. Conditions on way out were found to be extremely bumpy. Crossed at
Orfordness and formation proceeded at low level to enemy coast. Formation crossed the line
through concentrated flak and tracer. This was successfully negotiated and proceeded without



further incident. Visibility very poor. Run up out the River Maas gave a good guide. The target was
shallow dive - bombed at 17:54h

25) 14th Feb 1943: Mosquito DE 373 Target Railway Repair Sheds at Tours. Take off 16:30 Return
20:45h Here again the difficulty was encountered in maintaining the formation over Northern France
in heavy rain and bad visibility. The target was reached and bombed. Bursts from preceding aircraft
on the target were observed. Homeward journey uneventful and landed successfully at base. W/C
Shand led the formation of 6 aircraft and the formation set course at 16:40h. Crossed the English
coast at Selsey. Conditions were bumpy and visibility deteriorated as the French coast was reached.
Bombed with 4X5001b (each aircraft). Some flak and tracer was met over an aerodrome on the
northern side of the town.

26) 17th Feb 1943: Mosquito DZ 465 Recce Mission of Tours. Take off 12:50h Return 17:15h
Photograph of our raid on Engine sheds and subsequent raid by 1055q. No bombs carried. The route
taken was similar to that taken by the formation and was carried out at low level. The target was
reached without difficulty, no opposition being met and was photographed from 4000ft - five runs
being made over the target. Good results were obtained. The rout home carried out at low level and
base successfully reached.

27) 26th Feb 1943: Mosquito DZ373 Target Naval Stores Rennes. Take off 16:50h Return 20:40h
Another uneventful sortie, where target was successfully located and bombed without opposition.
No incident on return journey and aircraft made successful landing at base.

28) 3rd March 1943: Mosquito DE 373 Target - Molybdenum Mines in Knaben, Norway. Crew Flt Lt
MM Wayman Pilot and F/O Gordon Sampson Clear Observer. Take off 12:00h Return 16:35h. This
target was rated high in importance and careful preparations and practices were made. S/Ldr
Bagguley was to lead his formation in a low level attack, and was to be followed by Shand's
formation in a shallow dive. Everything went according to plan. Some excellent navigation led to the
location of the target which was attacked with great accuracy. All crews were confident that not a
bomb was wasted, and photographs later confirmed this. On the way out some of the crews were
intercepted by FW190s. F/O Bulpitt's aircraft was seen to be attacked and it did not return. F/O
Brown's aircraft was badly hit, but he made a crash landing at Leuchars with no hydraulics. After this
highly successful trip, S/Ldr Bagguley, Flt Lt Haydon, Flt Lt Wayman and F/O Clear were awarded the
DFC.
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27) 4th March 1943: Mosquito DZ 475 Target the Railway Engine Sheds at Aulnoye in Belgium. Take
off 17:20h Return 19:35h. Uneventful, successful trip. Target bombed by three aircraft at low level,
and by three aircraft in a shallow dive and photographs confirmed bombing accuracy. Most crews
reported slight opposition on the way out. F/O Rennie's aircraft slightly damaged by light flak. In spite
of the fact it was a dusk raid, all aircraft landed in semi-daylight.

28) 20th March 1943: Mosquito DZ496 Target dusk raid on Marshalling Yards Malines. Take off 17:50
Return / This raid was very unsatisfactory and disastrous. Six Mosquitos led by FIt Lt Wayman DFC ser
out to attack the marshalling yards at Malines but when reaching the enemy coast, they were set
with very intense and accurate light flak. This flak cancelled the leader, who turned back, only to
crash on return and both the crew were killed. The remainder of the formation went on, but failed to
locate the target owing to bad visibility and darkness. Three aircraft bombed an alternate target and
one brought his bombs back. F/O Cussens had his hydraulics shot away but successfully crash landed.



All aircraft encountered light and heavy flak at the enemy coast on return, and intense crossfire of
light flak at Antwerp aerodrome.

Mike's Mosquito DZ496 crashed in Foxburrow Wood near Brightwell in Oxfordshire. It crashed
overshooting Martlesham Heath. The report stated that at 19:25h this Mosquito attempted a landing
at RAF Martlesham Heath airfield, Suffolk, but Flt Lt Wayman DFC (89359) first attempt at landing the
now one engine Mosquito was unsuccessful. While preparing for a second attempt, the Mosquito
crashed killing both him and his Observer F/O Gordon Sampson Clear DFC (116769). They both died
later that night at East Suffolk Hospital.

Michael who was 28 years old,is buried in Ryhope Rd Cemetery in Sunderland. Ward 7, Section BB,
Grave 1716.

Gordon was 31 years old and is buried in Leverstock Green, Holy Trinity Churchyard, Hemel
Hempstead near the North East Buttress. On his grave is the inscription "In Christ Shall All Be Made
Alive" He was the son of Edwin Arnold and Margaret Ethel Clear and husband of Joyce Ella Clear of St
Albans.
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