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bateeryon a headland overlooking one

of acton before ou troops reached th
beach rea so we had a fairy lage force of
Lancasters canying maximum bomb loads
on the short light Being a srike a a target
in France, where we tried to minimise

59 Ve Gl
the defences by surprise ~ there was no
ke e e 0
was back at base for breakdst

The wriger-happycapain ofa Bish or
American warship in the Channel below was
ot surpised. As we approsched and undl

were wel past him he fired round after
tound from his heawy antiair
shell burst ight atour level but orcunately
harmess distance © one side. We were
lucky it was ot a Geman vessel.

Tt was not the fiendlyfire but another
aspect that caused my memories of this
short operaton to remain the strongest of
my years of comba fing across Europe,
Nonway and deep into Germany. | knew
the Alied invasion flee was waiting in the
English port ready t g, but he weather
had been bad and the sea conditions
unsuitable for the heavly loaded light
landing craft. As 1 headed across the Englih
Channel owards Normandy | imagined the
smallcrafe flees would il be in port but |
was wrong They were aleady on theif way

‘About five miles from the French coast,

i the dim light of pre-dawn, the dark grey

opened their throttes forthe dash to the
besches The white wakes from the speeding
crafe were immediatly very visble and |

¢ the g millar operaton of

atacking bombers Our armies could share
load.

Jastt v

THE NAVIGATOR'S VIEW FROM A

LANCASTER

Bill Grey; of Dee Why, formerly of 460

e g
invasion fleet as he returned from a.
i bombing raid.

Tre Lo

O the night of /6 June 1944, Lvas
the navigaror fying in  Lancaster wit
mighty 6fc 6in pilo, Dan Cullen fopen
West Austalan golf champion 19

38) Ross Yates fuireless operator, from.
Sydney, and Colin Wheatley ai gunnes,
from Queensland] There was cerainly no
thought of

enough, theres Guemsey, Jes

e R
PR S
look out and down st thi

20000 fet we couldrtse

were going along at about 225 knots.

Brealdast aid bed followeds e were

up about 1 1im and the squadron wis

absolutely alve ~ the Second Front had.

been opened. The island I saw was th

amida going to Normandy. Whata sight!
‘We then supported the landing and.

worked our buts off when the troops got

Normandy coast
‘Our Lancaste, from 460 RAAF Sauadron,

11x 1000 pounds and 4 x 500 pounds,
and then recumed to our squadron, The
ck was ight over the beaches where the

landings took place

Our aitcaft was highly sophisdcated with.
*G radar, H2S and Loran lionosphere]
which made for accurate and goo
navigation. About 0230hrs we approached
Normandy. As a navigator, | scanned
out on my H2S t get a fx for any wind
change and picked up what s known s the
Normandy Beach Arcs for this fix.

Tobserved an iland! A bloody isand
rightin the middle of he Englsh Channell
Impossiblel The H2S shawed up distincty
Normandy with every nook and crenny:
scanned ot westward to the Channel
Islands occupied by the Germans] Sure

2t 5 7z

held up. did not count
atall as operations, but [ now have my
French D-Day cerificate

‘CREATING MULBERRY HARBOUR

My involvement in D-Day and Mulberry
Harbour started on the day 1 was handed
a drftchit ar Chatham Naval Barracks on
21 April 1944 direcing me to “Wildfre".
‘Thinking this could be a destroyer [ was
surprised and disappointed when we
amived ax London Dockyard to see HMS
Hlazelmere, an old coal buming cross-
channelsteamer,with her forward and rear
holds converted o provide accommodation
ILLE 15
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