T Sgt John Dyer from his niece Christine Dyer

Lancaster MK3 JB645 ZN-F left Metheringham in the early hours of the 2nd January 1944 on
an operation to Berlin, the take-off time having been delayed for some 4-5 hours due to
poor weather. They were part of a 421 strong force of Lancasters from No's 1,3, 5, 6 and 8
group. The aircraft was lost and all the crew killed.

In 1948 Dyer’s parents were contacted by the Missing Research and Enquiry Service to
inform them that his remains had been found, along with the rest of the crew, having been
buried by the villagers of Nudow in the local cemetery. The aircraft had come down near the
village which lies about eight miles south west of Berlin. The crew’s remains were re-
interred to the British Military Cemetery in Berlin.

Pilot Officer Edward Holbourn was the pilot. He was 27 years old and from Worthing in West
Sussex. He was married to Hilda May Holbourn.

Sgt Edward Burton was the Navigator. He was 20 years old and from Folkestone in Kent. He
was the son of Ralph Withers and Kate Burton.

Sgt Herbert Walmsley was the Flight Engineer. He was 21 years old and from Morecambe in
Lancashire the son of Thomas and Martha Anne Walmesley.

Flight Sgt Stanley Mattick DFM was the Rear Gunner. His age and home town are
unknown. He was awarded the DFM in 1943 while serving with 61 Squadron, the award
was gazetted on 15th of October 1943.

Sgt Thomas Powell was the Bomb Aimer. He was 21 the son of Thomas and Marjorie
Powell from Woodside Surrey.

Sgt Thomas Mallet was the Mid Upper Gunner. He was 20 years old and from Sunderland
Co Durham the son of Elizabeth Mallet and step-son of Alexander Clark.

Sgt John Dyer was the Wireless Operator/Air Gunner. He was 21 years old from Stahern
near Melton Mowbray in Leicestershire. He was the son of Harold and Nellie Dyer and
brother of Maurice.



